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alysndp@sas.upenn.edu  
 
Education: University of Pennsylvania 
• MA in Material Texts and Digital Humanities, Graduate School of English                     2020-2021 
• BA in English Literature, with a Concentration in Book History, College of Arts and Sciences                    2017-2021 
• Cumulative GPA: 3.96/4.00 | Honors: Dean’s List all semesters 
 
Work Experience 
 
Camper Liaison, Frost Valley YMCA (Claryville, NY)                               June 2021-Aug. 2021  
  Largest residential summer camp in the Eastern United States 

Supported Chief Development Officer and the development team to: cultivate donor prospects; maintain relationships 
with both minor and major donors; and fundraise directly (both through ongoing communication and at in-person 
events). 
Conducted assets-focused research on potential prospects  
Built and maintained relationships with camp participants’ families while communicating the camp’s values and 
fundraising mission 
Taught game-based outdoor activities to campers ranging in age from 8 to 15 
Worked with the development team to craft narratives to support our non-profit missions 
Conducted online research and interviewed experts and managers across departments to complete grant proposals 
 

Kelly Writers House (Philadelphia, PA)                     Aug. 2017-May 2021 
  Programming and community arts space at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. 
 

• Zine Library Curator                                   Aug. 2018-May 2021 
Organized and led zine workshops for university students and community members 
Designed and executed displays meant to highlight our collection 
Oversaw a process for students to receive financial assistance to make their own zines 
Maintained a collection of over 200 zines from Philadelphia area and beyond 
Traveled to art book and zine fairs for library acquisitions 
 

• Graphic Designer                      Aug. 2017-May 2021 
Created monthly event calendars for mixed-use public arts and humanities space using Adobe InDesign 
Regularly designed visual outreach for in-house displays and social media using Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, 
and InDesign 

 
 Curatorial Work 

The Brodsky Gallery is an art gallery integrated with the ground floor of the Kelly Writers House. Up to six 
exhibitions take place during the academic year from September through May. 
 

 • The Art of the Small                              Aug.-Nov. 2019 
Proposed a prompt-based show to the directors of the Brodsky Gallery in Philadelphia 
Devised and advertised a call for submissions; collaborated with the English and Fine Arts departments to 
further outreach 
Selected 15 works from over 100 submissions to put together a group that answered the prompt of the show in 
diverse and unexpected ways 
Framed and mounted all flat work, as well as purchased materials for and set up displays for 3D work 
Organized as well as introduced the opening reception, at which participating artists spoke to gallery attendees 
about their work 
 

• Liana Finck: A Brodsky Gallery Show            May-Nov. 2019  
Worked with Kelly Writers House Program Coordinator Alli Katz and Director Jessica Lowenthal to invite New 
Yorker cartoonist and graphic novelist Liana Finck to the public arts space 



Designed, illustrated, hand-printed and bound an edition of 50 gallery guides at the Common Press letterpress 
studio 
On opening night, conducted a live interview with Liana Finck on her art and career (recording) 

 
Studio Assistant, Common Press Book Arts & Letterpress Studio (Philadelphia, PA)               Aug. 2017-May 2020 

Assisted studio manager in group demonstrations of letterpress and book arts techniques 
Created letterpress artwork in collaboration with university departments and local institutions 
Supervised open studio hours; assisted guests who ranged widely in expertise; maintained the machines; maintained and 
organized the studio space 
Managed the Common Press letterpress archive; organized and handled the archives to prioritize accessibility, care, and 
sustainability  
 

• Printmaking Intern, The People’s Press (Philadelphia, PA)                   May 2019-July 2019 
Summer 2019 internship with The People’s Press, a mobile printing project led by University of Pennsylvania fine art 
professor David Comberg as part of city-wide celebration of Walt Whitman’s 200th birthday 
traveled with a team of student printmakers to hold public, interactive print demonstrations throughout Philadelphia and 
Camden, New Jersey 
Designed in-studio and publicly printed broadside posters on a tabletop letterpress 
 

• Editorial Assistant, Jacket2 Poetics Magazine                    May 2018-Aug. 2019 
Proofread essays according to Chicago style for online poetics journal running out of the Kelly Writers House at the 
University of Pennsylvania 
Curated, created, and edited images for online publication alongside published articles  

 
Honors and Awards 
 
• Recipient, Dosoretz Family Prize, UPenn English Department                       May 2021 

Awarded prize for the best essay written by a graduating senior English major, for work titled, "A Hell From Which to 
Return:  Print Theory, Deleuze and Guattari, and Rauschenberg's Inferno Series" 
From the prize announcement:  

“Alyson ponders the state of souls in Dante's afterlife: human beings without physical bodies who can, 
nonetheless, suffer and speak…  Alyson shows [that] Rauschenberg gave us new Dante landscapes peopled with 
unique, non-reproducible figures of humanity. The very ghostliness of these images makes them eloquent 
commentators on our strange new state of being…” 
 

• Recipient, Kelly Writers House Creative Ventures Capital Grant                      May 2019 
Granted $2500 to write and illustrate a personal guide to Miami’s art museums. From June 2019 to January 2020, I visited, 
researched, and wrote about Miami’s art museums and most prominent galleries.  

 
• Honorable Mention, Slavic Department Research Essay Prize, UPenn                    April 2019 

Honored for research essay on Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky, at the 16th annual Russian and East 
European Studies undergraduate research conference. 
Delivered essay to a group of Department scholars 
 

• Recipient, UPenn English Department Notebook Design Prize                     April 2019 
Honored for a notebook cover design submitted to the UPenn English Department 
Notebooks with this design were made available to all English faculty, majors and minors 
 

Exhibition History 
 
• Print Show, Brodsky Gallery (Philadelphia)                         Feb. 2019 

Featured in a showcase of print work and printing practice by three artists at Penn 
• Poems (In Color) by Bernadette Mayer, Brodsky Gallery (Philadelphia)                    April 2019 

Showcased collages created in response to Bernadette Mayer’s poetry in show about her work and synesthesia 



• The Art of the Small, Brodsky Gallery (Philadelphia)                       Nov. 2019 
Drawing Untouch featured in small works show 

 
Skills and Areas of Interest 
 
• Technical: Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign; Microsoft Word and Excel; Proofreading; Academic, Editorial, and  

Grant Writing 
• Language: Proficient in both English and Spanish 
• Areas of Interest: Fiction; Poetry; Book History; Digital Humanities; Printmaking; Ephemera; Illustration; Archival work 


