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DEPARTURE FROM SPAIN. 159

armed the people against Napoleon and his brother,
but that the fear of the great mass of the Spaniards
arose from the intended reform of religious abuses.
It was my misfortune to belong to that order, from
whose members, as a class, Spain’s ignorance, Spain’s
moral incurableness, mainly originated : the name of
Priest irritated and depressed me; and yet I could
not wash off that odious mark, even if I had tried to
do it with my blood. If I remained in Spain, I
must have lived on terms with the priesthood; I
must have thought one thing and said another to the
last day of my life. Mental freedom attracted me
with irresistible power: I now saw it within my
reach, and there was nothing in the whole Universe
which could allure me from it. :

My father’s partner, Mr. Beck (an Irishman), and
his wife (my first cousin), with a relation of ours,
who, though a Dominican friar, had been living in-
dependently from the Order under an appointment
of the Government, had arranged to drop down the
river, and watch the course of events at Cadiz. I
joined the party. About nine in the morning, we
went into an open boat, which was to convey us to
San Lucar. But at that moment the noise of the
Mob, which at day-break had begum to stir in an-
other part of the town, was said to be approaching.
We had to wind a considerable way down the river,
before we reached a battery which had been placed
to command a reach of the Guadalquivir, at the dis-
tance of about a mile from the town. It was to that
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ARRIVAL IN ENGLAND. 167

ings. It was to the family of the Hoppners that I
owed the first hospitable reception in England. The
members of that family, and especially my young
friend and companion, were at that time suffering
under severe affliction. Mr. Hoppner, the father,
had died a few weeks before. Lascelles had heard of
his father’s illness; but an attachment to a Spanish
lady had made him delay his return longer than
circumstances permitted; and when he heard that
the illness threatened a speedy but fatal termination,
he was distressed by the thought that his father
might die under the impression of a want of filial
duty on his part. We had started from Falmouth
immediately after our landing, and had travelled
incessantly day and night, when about eight o’clock
in a dark evening the Postchaise stopt at the Foreign
Office in Downing Street. It was there that my
poor friend expected to learn whether his father was
still alive. Alas, the fears that had agitated him
during the voyage were confirmed. He returned to
the Chaise in a state of indescribable agony: we
drove to his house in Charles Street, St. James’s.
The door was no sooner opened than he rushed in,
leaving me in the Chaise alone, where for a long time
I remained in a state of exhaustion which hardly
allowed me the power of utterance, sitting in the
Postchaise, totally ignorant of what I was to do with
myself. At length my friend remembered me; but
instead of sending a servant to direct me to a lodging-
house, I was desired to walk up. A more untoward
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