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LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 341

LETTER XXXIIIL

*¢ Conftant at fhop and Change, his gains were fure :
““ His givings rare ; fave half-pence to the poor.”

DEAR FRIEND,

IN the firft three years after

I refufed to give credit to any perfon, my
bufinefs increafed much, and as the whole
of my profit (after paying all expences) was
laid out in books, my ftock was continually
enlarged, fo that my Catalogues in the year
feventeen hundred and eighty-four, were very
much augmented in fize. The firft contained
Twelve thoufand, and the fecond Thirty
thoufand volumes: this increafe was not
merely in numbers, but alfo in value, as a
very great part of thefe volumes were better,
that is, books of an higher price. But not-
withftanding the great increafe of my bufi-
nefs, I ftill met with many difficulties on
account of my felling books cheap ; one of
thefe I confefs I did not forefee: as the
more convinced the public were of my a&-
4 & I, ing

-
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