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in che picciolo cerchio; ¢ fra che nude
Solitudini e Stretto il woitro faibo.
Lei comé Ifola, # vi{zre ‘interno chidde,
E lui,¢hor Ocean chiamat’e, hor uasto
Nulla eguile a tai somi ha in [e di éhﬂgr’zo,'
Ma e baffi palude, e brene stagno,

Stan, XL,
Cofi 0 un diffe e 0 altro in ginfo i lumi

Vilfe, quafi fdegnofo, e ne forrife
Che wide un panio foly ina, terre, e fiumi,
Che qui paion distints in tinte guife,
Et ammro, che pur.a I ombre, a i fumi,
La noitra folle: humanita’ s affife,
Serno 'Império cercando, e muta fama,
Ne wiri il ciely cb*i a [e wingitay e chiama.
 The following Verfes of Milton,
i the Eighth of Paradife Lof,
concerning the Magnitude and the

Motions of the Heavens and Earth,
B2 derive

'
'
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derive a Lofty Spirit from their
Subjett for there fays Adam.

When 1 behold this goodly Frame, th‘is_:World,
Of Heaven and Earth confifting, and chpute
Their magnitudes, this Farth a Spot, a Grain,
An Atom with the Firmament compar’d,

And all her numbred Stars, that feem to rol
Spaces incomprehenfible (for fuch -
Their diftance argues, and their {wift return
Diurnal) ‘ |

I could here brinig Examples_of
the fame kind of Spirit, derived i
due Proportion from Ideas of Sub--
lunary ‘Things, as of the Eour Ele-.
ments Water, Earth, Aw, Fire,
Winds and Meteors of all forts,
Seas, Rivers, Mountains, but I'am
afraid of runsing into.Length, and
heaping too many Citations one
upon another. Belides it will be
very convenient to make twio oF
three Remarks. here. ..

',
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Firft, That the Wonders of the
Univerfe, afford the more admira-
ble Ideas and a more admirable
Spirit, the more they fhew the
attributes of the Creator or relate
to his Worlhip. Secondly, That
Na ural Philofophy is abfolutely
neceffary to a Poet, not only that
he may adorn his Poem, with the
ufeful knowledge it affords, but
becaufe the more he knows the
immenfe Phenomena of the Uni-
vetfe, the more he will be fure to
admire them, For the more we
know of Things that ar¢ ngver tg
be comprehended by us, the mare
that knowledge muft make thein
appear wonderful, The Third Res
mark that 1 fhall make is this,
That they to whom Natyre has
given that happy Elevation of
Thought, which along can make
a great Poet, will often be dis
reCted by that tendency to greats
nefs, which they have within therfi
to Ideas, from which the mar
derive 4 lofty Spirit, yet I fhall
fhew by the Example of Milton,

- Ej3 that



e iy may S very gl
¢hat they may often very gro
fail, for 3\ivant Yof a certaiz}; l;gnowy: .
ledge of the Objelts from which
they are to draw their Idea’s, for
s for want of that knowledge
that Milton has done the moft un-
artful thing that perhaps ever was
done, in the two Or three laft Books
of the greatc{’c Poem that ever was
written by Man. For whereas 111
the Firft Eight Books, he had by
the Mouth of Gad or Angels, or of
Man the Companion of. Angels,
divinely entertain’d us with the
wondrous Works of God, in the
fatter end of his Poem, and more
particularly 1n the laft Book, he
makes an Angel entertain us with
the Works of corrupted Man, from
which it is very plain by what
has been deliver’d above, conceril-
ing -the Nature of Enthufiaftick
Paffion; that that Angel could draw
no fort of Enthufiafm, and leaft of
all that- of Admiration and Terror,
which give the principa) Greatnefs
and Blevation to Poetry. For how
flat,how lowand unmuficalis the Re-
fation of the Aftions of fall'n Man, in
. the
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the 1oth. Lb. tho’ deliver’d by the
voice of Divinity.

On Adam, Laft thus judgment He pronounc’d,
Becaufe thou haft hearkned to the Voice of thy
| (Wife,
And eaten of the Tree, concerning which
I charg’d thee, faying, Thou fhalt not cat thereof,
Curs’d is the Ground for thy fake, thouin {orrow
Shalt eat thereof all the days of thy Life :

Thorns alfo, and Thiftles it fhall bring thee forth
Untill’d, and thou fhalr eat the Herb of the Field :
Inthe fweat of thy Face fhalt thou eat Bread,

Till thou return unto the Ground, for thou

Out of the Ground walt taken ; know thy Birthy
Yor Duft, thou arty and fhalt to Duft return.

The Late Mr. Dryden, with a
great deal of Injuftice, us'd to at-
tribute the flatnels of Milton, in this
and fome other Paffages, to his
getting into a tralt of Scripture, as
he was pleas’d to exprefs himfelf ;
Whereas the thing that made him

Eg fink,
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fink, was plainly the poornefs and
Jownefs of the Ideas. For how
could the Works of corrupted Man,
afford any other to God or Angels?
But what lofty what glorious ldeas
does ‘a religious mention of the
Works of God, afford to Man in
his primitive State in that in-
comparable Hymn in the Fifth
Book of the fame Paradife Loft:
A Hymn, which tho’ it is intirely
taken from Scripture, for it is ap-
parently the 148 Pfalm, yet willdl-
ways ftand dlone, the Pheenix of
Lotty Hymns, and nothing equal t0
it, no nor Second to it canever be
produced from the Grecian Writers
of Hymns. It is impoffible T can
. do a greater Pleafure to the Rea-
~ der,” who ‘either has not read or
do’s not remember Milton, than to
uifere it here. B

Thefeare thy glorious Works, Parent of good
Almight);, Thine this Univerfal Fram.c,l :
Thus wondrous fair, Thy Sglf how wondrous then,
Uqugakgbié? }}*.I.Lo fitft abéi'r_e thefe Heavens,

. : % ero Te
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7o us invifible, or dimly feen

in thefe thy loweft Works ; yet thefe declare

hy goodnefs beyond Thought,and power Diyine ;.
5peak ye who beft can tell, ye Sons of Light
Bngels, for ye behold Him, and with Songs

nd Chorall Symphonies, Day without Night
Circle His Throne rejoicing, ye in Heaven

fOn Earth join all the Creatures, to extol

Biim firt, Him laft, Him midft, and without end .
aireft of Stars, laft in the Train of Night, |
B better thou belong not to the Dawn,

» Pledge of Day,that Crown’ft the {miling Morn
fVith thy bright Circlet, praife Him in thy Spher¢,
Vhile Day arifes that Sweet Hour of Prime : |
hou Smi of this great World, both Eyeand Sou
E\cknowledge Him thy Greater, {found His Praife

i thy eternal Courfe, both when thou climb’ft
id x;yhen high-Noon haft gained, and when thou
| S | (falltt:
B\oon, that now megts the Orient Sun, now flieft |

With

1
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With the fixt Stars, fixt in their Orb that flics;
And ye Five other wand’ring Fires, that move
In miftick Dance not without Song, refound
His Praife whoout of Darknefs call’d up Light:
Air and ye Elements, the eldeft Birth
Of Natures Womb, that in Quaternion run
Perpetual Circle multiform, and mix
And nourifh all things, let your ceaflefs Change
Vary to our great Maker ftill new Praife :
Ye Mifts and Exhalations that now rife
From Hill or Steaming Lake, dusky or gray,
Till the Sun paint your Fleecy Skirts with Gold,
In honour to the World’s great Author rife,
Whether to deck with Clouds th’ uncolour’d Skie,
Or wet the thirfty Earth with falling Showers 5
Rifing or falling fhll advance his Praife :
His Praife ye Winds that from Four Quarters blow,
Breath foft or loud, and wave your tops ye Pmcs
With every Plant, infign of Worfhip wave:
Fountains, and yc that warble as ye flow

Mele-
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Melodious murmurs, warbling tune His Praife :
oin Voices all ye living Souls, ye Birds
hat Singing up to Heaven Gates afcend ;

Bear on your Wings, and in your Notes His Praife.
e that in Waters glide, and ye that walk ’
he Earth and ftately tread, or lowly creep,
Witnefs if I be filent Morn or Even,

' o Hill er Valley, Fountain or frefh Shades;

Made Vocal by my Song, and taught His Praife ;
, il Univerfal Lord, be bounteous fti]l,

o give us only Good, and if the Night

flave gath,er’d. ought of Evil or conceal’d,

ifp_erfe it, as now Light difpels the Dark.

"Tis eafiec to difcern here, with
how much more Divinity Milton
makes a Man {peak concerning the
Works of God, than he makes even
the Creator Himfelf {peak concern-
ing the Works of Man. But here
if the Reader will pardon a Digref-
fion, T fhall make an Obfervation
which may not be difagrecable to

' him,
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him. The Obfervation is this, That
all the Paffages in Paradife Loft,
where God 1s introduc’d Speaking,
are flat to the referve of thofe in
which he fpeaks of himfelf. Upon
enquiring into the Reafon of it, T
found, That according to the Ac-
count whichI have given of Poeti-
cal Enthufiafm, or of the Spirit of
Poetry, it is nothing but that Ad-
miration and Terrour, and the reft
of thofe Enthufiaftical Paflions which
are produced by their proper Ideas,
and which are to hold Proportion
with their Ideas, as their Ideas muit
with their Objefts. Now nothing
is more impoffible than that God
fhould either Fear or Admire His
own Creatures. But where Milzon
makes him fpeak concerning Him-
felt, or His Infinite Power, therc
he makes him {peak with a great
Spirit, as in that Paffage of the
Sixth Book where He {peaks to
His Son.

Go then thou mightieft in thy Father’s Miglt,
Afcend My Chariot, guide the rapid Wheels,
Th
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hat ﬂlaké Heaven'’s Bafis, bring forth all my War,
iy Bow and Thunder, My Almighty Arms.

"Tis plain that here the Poet is
suilty of a. Miftake, but indeed a
Miftake that is almoft unavoida-
ble, for ’tis the Admiration and
Terrour that make the Spirit in
the preceding Verfes ; and it isim-
poﬁigl,e' to concejve the Ideas with-
out feeling the Paffions; fo that
Mitton while he was rapt with
Admjration and moved with Ter-
rour: by the Ideas which he had
conceiv’d, fhifts Perfons infenfibly,
and forgetting who {peaks, exprefles
hmfelf with thofe Paffions which
mdeed are proper enough in the
Poet, but never can be {o in the
Deity. For neither His Bow, nor
His Almighty Arms, His Thunder,
pot the rapid Wheels that Shake
Heavens bafis, can be in the leaft
Admirable or Terrible to the Divi-
aity, {o that Mr. Cowley is certain-
ly v the right in his Notes upon
his Davideis, where he tells us, that

God
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God is to be introduc’d fpeaking
fimply. And this puts me in mind
of an extraordinary Argument of
Monfieur Pafchal, proving the Di-
vinity of our Saviour by the fimpli-
city of his Stile ; for fays he, our
Saviour fpeaks of the fublimeft Sub-
jefts, even the glories of the King-
dom of Heaven witliout being
moved at all, which fhews that
he was really God; for fuppofe a
Peafant, fays he, or an ordinary
Man fhou’d be carried to the
Court of forhe Prince, as for Ex-
ample the great Mogul, and there
be fhewn 2l his Riches, his Pomp
and his Power; this Peafant dt his
return would cert#inly fpeak of
thefe Things in extravagant terms,
in térms that would fufficiently
declare his tranfport: But if the
Mogul himfelf was to fpéak of them,
he who had been always us'd to
them, would {peak without dny
emotion. So fays Monfieur Pafchal,
if any one elfe had deliver’d any
Thing concerning the glories of the
Kingdom of Heaven, he would cer-
rainly have done it with tranfport;

nay
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ndy tho’ "he had been a Fanatick
‘or an Impoftor; For let thofe Di-
vine Ideas come how they will,
’tis Impoffible for Man to think of
them without being Ravifl’d by
them. But our Saviour who was
God, and who confequently had
been us’d to them from all Eternity,
fpoke of them unconcern’d.

But let us come to the Third
fort of Thoughts, which Hermagenes
fays, are proper to give Elevation
and Gravity to a Difcourfe, and
thofe are Things which indeed are
Divine, fays, but are often beheld
in Men,  Thefe Emanations of
Divinity are the Virtues fuch as
Temperance, Juftice, Fortitude ,
Magnanimity; or Nature, Law,
Power and the like. And we
fhow’d never make an end, if we
fhou’d give Examples of all the
Paffages, whofe greatnefs of Spirit,
18 deriv’d from thefe Ideas.  But
for the Readers Entertainment we
fhall mention a few.

The



