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1831.] SIR SIMONDS D’EWES. 17

- The fourth child the Divine Providence vouchsafed
to the said Paul D'Ewes and Cecilia, was a son born at
Wellshall, in the parish of Milding, in the county of
Suffolk, on Friday the third day of January, in the year
of our Lord 1605, in the third year of the reign of King
James, and was baptized in the parochial church of
Milding, on Thursday the 16th day of the same month,
and named Paul. He lived one year and five months,
and about seven days; and died, as is most likely, of
a sharp convulsion fit, (to which disease he had been
before subject,) July the 10th, in the year 1607, in the
fifth year of King James, and was buried the mext
day in the chancel of Milding Church aforesaid. That
disease was not then so generally known as in these
our sickly times ; but when children were taken with
it, they were either thought to have been bewitched,
in respect of the distortion of the countenance and
rotation of the eyes, or else to have choked, by reason
of their dying away at the end of a fit. And thus
was it conceived at the present, that my brother had
died of suffocation by some almond comfits he was
eating ; not but that a little matter lying in the
throat when a fit came might much hasten and pre-
cipitate his deceasing.

Mary D’Ewes, third daughter of the said Paul and
Cecilia, was born at Welshall, in Milding aforesaid, on
Monday, the 27th day of June, in the year 1608, and
the sixth year of King James; and was baptized the
next ensuing June the 29th. She is now the wife of-
Sir Thomas Bowes, Knt., of Much Bromley, in the
county of Essex, to whom she was married in St.
Faith’s Church under St. Paul’s, in London, on Mon-
VOL. II. c
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18 LIFE OF [631.

day, the 4th day of December, in the forenoon, in the
year of our Lord 1626, in the second year of King
Charles. They have now issue three sons and two
daughters alive, being all they ever had.

Cecilia, the fourth daughter of the said Paul and
(Cecilia, was born at Welshall aforesaid, on Monday the
7th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1610, in the
eighth year of King James ; and was baptized in the
parochial church of Milding, on Wednesday, the 16th
day of the same month. ~She, being about ten years
and a half old, died in London, Friday, November
the 17th, 1620, and was buried in the chancel of St.
Stephen’s Church in Walbrook, November the 19th,
being Sunday.

Touching my brother Bowes’s descent and family,
which I had almost forgot, I am confident it is very
ancient, and that Thomas Bowes, of York, his grand-
father’s grandfather, was a younger branch of an emi-
nent northern family of that name ; but I believe it
is now become almost impossible to knit into, or
clearly to deduce him from the prime stock of the
same surname, it having been so long neglected: = That
Thomas Bowes had issue Sir Martin . Bowes, Knt.,
Lord Mayor of London in 1545, who, by his first
wife, the daughter of Fabian, had issue Thomas Bowes,
his son and heir, who spent an estate his father
had left him, worth at this day about ten thousand
pounds of yearly revenue. He had issue, Martin Bowes,
his eldest son, who deceased without issue; and Thomas
Bowes, his second son, who, by Bridget his wife, the
daughter, and at length the heir, of Ralph Starling,
had issue Sir Thomas Bowes, Knt., aforesaid.
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1631.] SIR SIMONDS D’EWES. 19

The before-mentioned Paul D’Ewes, Esq., and Cecilia
his wife, after the birth of the fourth daughter, Cecilia,
remained above five years without any children, till their
removal to Stow Hall, in the county of Suffolk ; where,
on Monday, the 14th day of October, in the year of'
our Lord 1615, and the thirteenth year of King James,
was born Richard D’Ewes, their third son. He was
baptized in the parochial church of Stowlangtoft on
Tuesday, the 29th of the same month ; he yet remains
unmarried. ‘ - o 3

Elizabeth I’Ewes, the fifth and youngest daughter of
the said Paul and Cecilia, was born at Stow Hall
aforesaid on Friday, the 23rd day of January, in the
year of our Lord 1617, and the fifteenth year of
King James, and was baptized in the same church on
Thursday, the 4th day of February. She was married
just six years and a day after her father’s decease, to'
Sir William Poley, Knt., of Boxted, in the same county
of Suffolk, on Tuesday in the forenoon, the 15th day
of March, in Stowlangtoft Church aforesaid, 1636.
His family was anciently seated at Codreth, in Hertford-
shire, and surnamed De Polheya, from a town in that
county of the same appellation, as I gather. Their
primeve patrimony being long since sold and gone, I
could never see good proof of any of his ancestors be-
yond Thomas Poley, Esq., who settled in Suffolk about
the latter end of Richard the Second’s reign, or the be-
ginning of Henry the Fourth’s, as I guess. = He married
in Suffolk two female inheritrices of fair estates and
good families, by which he established two houses in
the same county., His first wife was Alice, the daugh-

ter and heir of John Gislingham, by whom he had issue
c2
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20 LIFE OF | 1631.

Richard Poley, Esq., his son and heir; the lineal an-
cestor of Edmund Poley, Esq., now of Badley, in the
same shire. The said Thomas Poley, after the decease
of the said Alice, married to his second wife Anne,
the sole daughter of Thomas Badwell, and at last
sister and heir of John Badwell, her brother, who

brought to him the manor of Boxted ; which Thomas-

de Badwelle, her grandfather, had received in marriage
with Beatrice his wife, one of the daughters and at
length heir of Robert de Lyes, and Amia his wife, the
sole daughter and heir of William Hervey, lord of the
manor of Boxted aforesaid, in Edward the First’s time;
which William was a son and heir of a former William
Hervey, son and heir of William Hervey, lord of the
same manor in the times of Richard the First and King
John. 8o as this manor hath now at this day continued
in my brother Poley’s blood, though in several sur-
names, for the space of four hundred and twenty years
at the least. The said Thomas Poley, and Anne Bad-
well, his second wife, had issue Thomas Poley, who was
heir to his mother’s estate. He married Alice the
daughter and co-heir of Geoffry Rokel, Esq., being a
descendant of a most ancient Essex family, surnamed
formerly De Rupella ; and had issue by her John Poley,
Esq., his son and heir, who had issue by Agnes his wife,
the daughter of Sir Richard Whetely, Knt., Richard
Poley, Esq. The said John Poley deceased in the third
year of Henry the Seventh, and the said Richard his son
died February the 19th, in the year of our Lord 1546,
and was buried the same day in the chancel of Box-
ted Church. He married Anne, the eldest daughter of
Sir William Clopton, Knt., who overlived him above

-~ Google .

~N—




1631.] SIR SIMONDS D’EWES. 21

three years, and deceased in August, in the year of
our Lord 1550, and was buried the 15th day of August
the same year. The same Richard Poley and Anne
" Clopton had issue John Poley, Esq., who deceased, being
extremely old, August the 6th, 1580. He married
Margery, the sole daughter of John Blyant, Esq., of
Intwood, in the county of Suffolk, and sister and heir
of Richard Blyant, Esq., her brother ; by whom he had
issue William Poley, Esq., his son and heir, who deceased
the 17th day of December, in the year of our Lord
1587. He married Alice, the daughter and heir of
Edmund Shea, Esq., which Alice died about the 7th
day of March, in the twenty-first year of Queen Eliza-
beth. The same William had issue by her Sir William
Poley, Knt., his second son, and at length heir, who
deceased in August, in 1629, and left issue Sir Wil-
liam Poley, Knt., his second son and at length heir,
my brother-in-law, who hath had issue by my sister
one daughter deceased, and one living.
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22 LIFE OF [1631.

CHAPTER IL

Proceedings on the Death of the elder D'Ewes.—Speech of Sir S.
D’Ewes to his tenants at Lavenham.—Death of Sir Robert
Cotton and the Causes that hastened it.—Unjust Conduct of
- Chief Justice Hide.—His Death and Character.

i () b

AwniLe after my father had breathed his last on
Monday, March the 14th, and that it undoubtedly
appeared he was dead, the Lady Denton, a little before
his wife, and. now his widow and relict, my brother
and sister Elliot, who were come to town some few days
before; and myself, retired into another chamber, in a
house near the Six Clerks’ Office, about six o’clock in
the afternoon of the same day ; where we found my
wife and my youngest sister Elizabeth, who had stayed
there to accompany her. For my wife, to perform the
last office of a deserving daughter-in-law, had followed
me in her coach to Chancery Lane, to visit my father,
though she were big with child ; but, finding him in
her coming to be past recovery, and being much
affrighted with his doleful and deep-fetched groans,
(which she scarce recovered a fortnight after,) she was
fain to depart into the above-mentioned chamber a long
space before we retired thither. The Lady Denton, a
little after our coming in, delivered me the box with
my father’s last will and testament in it, saying, she

» Google




1631.] SIR SIMONDS D’EWES. 23

bhad now performed his injunctions given unto her.
Upon my opening the box, many evils, as out of that x
which, as the poets feign, Pandora brought to Prome-
theus, ensued ; for my brother Elliot, finding, upon
perusal of the said last will and testament, which I
suffered him to read openly before I had perused it
myself, that there was nothing given to his wife and
himself, and but little to his children, and therefore, it
seems, failing in his own imaginary expectation, and
not able to temper his mind, began to move unneces-
sary differences, who had, both before his marriage and
ever since, to this day on which my father deceased,
deserved all respect and faithful® love from him.

My patience and contentation might have taught
him a more moderate resentment of his supposed being
forgotten, for I failed of much which I might have
justly expected, and upon surer grounds, which I for-
bear here to mention : besides, my father devised a
great part of his mansion-house called Stow Hall, in
the county of Suffolk, to the Lady Denton during her
life, so as I was likely for many years to be debarred
from living there with peace or freedom : and, doubt-
less, had we not hoth afterwards agreed upon a com-
position, by which I bought it of her at a reasonable
rate, it would have proved an unavoidable occasion of
many unkindnesses and differences between us.

My father, by his said last will and testament, had
made Richard D’Ewes, my dear and only brother, com-
plete fifteen years and five months old when he died,

* « But this and all other unkindnesses being wholly overpassed
by me, we at last enjoyed again a most firm and endeared friend-
ship.”—Marginal Note. '
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24 LIFE OF [1631.

his sole executor, and myself administrator, till he had
attained the age of eighteen, which fell out on the
14th day of October, 1633, ensuing. He had given my
sister Elizabeth I’Ewes, his youngest daughter, a portion
of three thousand pounds, being more than he had given
my brother Elliot’s wife, or any other of my sisters at
their marriage. This also nettled him, so as, within a few
days after my father’s decease, he got authority of the
Prerogative Court, before I could prove the will, or take
upon me the administration, and there made an inven-
tory of what he could ; which afterwards made my in-
tegrity and uprightness more known and approved
than otherwise it could have been, although it pro-
ceeded from my brother Elliot’s idle and distempered
choler, and might very well seem at first to have much
blemished my good name in the opinion of such as
knew me not. For whereas himself and his busy
agents had, through haste, negligence, and ignorance,
inventoried many particulars erroneously, told the
ready money short, and omitted about 500/ of the
true value in the total, of which, had I not made a con-
science of my ways, I might have taken advantage; I, in
the new inventory I drew up, rectified all those errors,
and added that large sum they had omitted. Nay, many
months after my father's decease, my brother Elliot,
not content to have put my brother Richard to this
charge, commenced a suit in Chancery against me as ad-
ministrator during his not attaining the age of eighteen
years ; and there, by means of divers mean persons of
little credit, who swore home, he recovered 4007 out of
my said brother’s estate.

The ill example of my brother Elliot also drew
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1631.] SIR SIMONDS D’EWES. 25

my other two brothers-in-law, Sir Thomas Bowes, Knt.,
and Wiseman Bokenham, Esq., to sue at common law
for increase also of their wives’ portions ; where they
recovered between them, out of my brother Richard’s
estate, 1350/, besides the great losses he had by the
charges of the several suits. All which happened
by reason my father gave my youngest sister Elizabeth,
in his said last will and testament, more than he had
given any other of his. three daughters in marriage :
and the two last that recovered proved by witness that
he promised to make their wives’ portions equal to the
portion he should give to either of his other daughters.
This promise being only proved to have been before
marriage, their recovery was certain and speedy. And,
to add to his losses, the other five of the Six Clerks
who survived my father, by the unconscionable and
cunning incitements of one Eveling, the chief amongst
them, wrested 336/. 6s. 6d. out of my brother’s estate,
by my Lord Keeper’s sentence in private, which God
hath since justly punished in them, by their several
losses and payments. For the gain of the Hilary Term
before his death, it was most of it laid out by my Lady
Denton, my father’s widow, as she averred it, so as
little of it came to my hands. I, in the meantime,
who had most cause of a suit against my dear brother,
yet desiring rather to advance than hinder his estate,
never took any advantage against him; but, with loss
to my estate, and hindrance of many weeks of my in-
valuable time, took care of his affairs till his accom-
plishinent of the age of eighteen years; and chiefly
laboured to have him virtuously and religiously edu-
cated, knowing that my happiness in him would be
by that means redoubled.
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26 LIFE OF [1831.

My father had devised his body to be buried at
Stowlangtoft chancel, as near his first wife as con-
veniently it might, by his said last will and testament,
bearing date the 8th day of January, 1629, in the fifth
year of King Charles. It was therefore rolled up in
cerecloths, and encoffined ; and, Thursday, March the
17th, sent away from the Six Clerks’ Office in a coach.
I followed it awhile after, and lay that night where
the corpse rested, at Brooke Walden. The next night
it was brought safe to Stow, where I lodged.  That I
might not too deeply fall in love with that sweet and
convenient seat, nor be upon the sudden puffed up that
now it was mine, a new trouble befel me here, Satur-
day, March the 19th, which afflicted me much more
than the needless brabbles* my brother Elhot had
raised with me at London.

For whereas my father had desired in his will, that
Mr. Chamberlain (a religious neighbour, the minister
who had preached my mother’s funeral sermon,) might
preach at his interring, Mr. Richard Danford our parson
at Stow, who had in show, at least, been reconciled
fully to my father some months before he deceased, and
had often come to his house to meals, and at other
times, absolutely refused to permit him to preach ; for
-which unparalleled act, proceeding from his excessive
pride, because he took himself to be neglected, all men
that heard of it, both good and bad, condemned him of
-extreme ingratitude and inhumanity, that, having ob-
tained the living by my father’s free gift, should deny
him so poor a courtesy, and not suffer his deceased
corpse to be brought to the grave in quiet. ~Nay, when

* Squabbles.
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1631.] SIR SIMONDS D’EWES. 27

a little while after I went to Doctor Francis White
about it, the Bishop of Norwich, he told me he much
wondered at it, for he never knew any minister deny
that courtesy to mere strangers. I foresaw also, that
his, the said Mr. Danford’s pride and perverseness would
breed so many vexations to me as would make me weary
of living under his ministry, and was the occasion that
within a few weeks after I removed for awhile to an
house I had in Lavenham to reside there. Nay, the
same afternoon, March the 19th aforesaid, towards the
evening, having rested in my house but one night, to
enjoy the next day in peace, being Sunday, I went to
my brother and sister Bokenham, at Weston, to visit
them. From thence I departed on Monday, March the
21st, and came the same night to Brooke Walden
again, ‘near Audley End ; and the next came to my
house at Islington, having in my passage thither visited
the Lady Barnardiston, my wife’s grandmother, my
uncle and my aunt Brograve, her daughter, at Albury
Lodge, in Hertfordshire. ~The rest of the month I
spent almost wholly in taking out letters of adminis-
tration and beginning to inventory my father’s personal
estate.

~ Monday, April the 4th, having formerly seen the
picture of Alice Ravenscroft, the widow and relict of
Adrian D’Ewes, my great-grandfather, I had it brought
this forenoon to my father’s only sister, formerly the
wife of William Lathum, Esq., at the time lying sick
in Ironmonger Lane, who, as soon as she saw it, and
raised in her bed, embraced it, and assured me it was
the true picture of her grandmother; and further
informed me of her stature (for she was about seven-
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28 LIFE OF [1631.

teen years old, when the said Alice died, and bore
her name:;) whereupon I had a limner ready,—a
very able workman, who instantly carried the picture
away to his house, and before six of the clock at
night had drawn the face and upper parts of the body
so exact, as I counted my copy as good as the origina]
even in that respect, but in regard of the length
and beauty, much better ; for that was only a short
half-picture, whereas my copy was down to the feet,
and fairly embellished with a depicted empalement of
her husband’s coat-armour and her own on the right
side, and with a large inscription touching her age,
death, and family on the left. Her age I gathered by
some writing on the original draught to have been four-
score years in 1577, and I found by other searches that
she died in the year of our Lord 1579. This picture
was taken thus seasonably by Peter D’Ewes his care
and procurement, one of the sons of the same Alice in
the said year, 1577.

There were also his own picture by itself, and his
wife’s, in another several frame, with young Peter
D'Ewes her son, standing by her; which two were
large pictures, but not down to the foot. This young
Peter married afterwards a widow, and dying, left
these pictures in her possession. She was at this
time living, and the wife of one Langford, and in-
habited with him in Golding Lane, near Barbican, in
London ; and had, besides the depiction of the coat-
armour and crest of my family on the picture of the
said Peter D'Ewes, another depiction of it on a thin
board, set into a little frame, so old as the very gold,
being the field of arms, was worn off. This Langford
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being a tenacious exacting man, having seen the affec- -
tion I discovered to the pictures, asked so unreasonable
and high a price for them, as having gotten a copy of
that which I esteemed most, I thought to defer my
buying of them all, till by his decease they might be
had at a more reasonable rate. And though the same
Langford be since deceased, yet is his widow married
to one Guy, that lives in Garter Court, in Barbican
aforesaid, from whom I could not yet draw any more
reasonable demands. The said Alice’s picture which
I caused to be drawn I now have, and value it at
as high a rate as I do the exact and full picture at
length of my father, drawn and taken the summer
before he died.

- The sight of this picture led me to another dis-
covery; for on Thursday, April the 7th, I went from
Islington to London in the afternoon, and searched
in the old register of St. Michael Bassishaw Church
for the burial of the said Alice my great-grand-
mother, who was secondly married to one William Ram-
sey ; and there found the day of her sepulture by the
name of Alice Ramsey, the wife of William Ramsey, to
have been July the 28th, in the year of our Lord 1579.
My father had often informed me of the said Ramsey’s
mean condition, and how he spent the greatest part of
the said Alice’s estate before he died, and afterwards
overlived her divers years ; but he called him Richard
Ramsey, and so mistook his christian name, which was
William. .

~ The rest of this month was chiefly spent in visits, dis-
courses, and superviewing my father’s personal estate,
till Monday, April the 18th, when my wife and myself
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~ departed from Islington to Albury Lodge, in Hertford-
shire, to her uncle Brograve’s; where we were much
comforted with the sight of Lady Barnardiston her
grandmother, and her aunt Brograve. I departed
thence the day after to keep a court at my wife’s
manor in Ashdon, called Newenham Hall, in the
county of Essex.

Wednesday, April the 20th, my wife, with the most
part of our family here, took leave also of her friends at
Albury, and, meeting me at Newenham, we came safe
with our company that night to Dalham Hall, to my
kind friend, Sir Martin Stuteville, where we found the
Lady Denton and my sister Elizabeth, who resided
with her, in health ; and whither they had retired
within a few days after my father’s decease, and re-
mained there ever since. We departed from Dalham
Hall the next day after dinner, and came that night
to Stow Hall, the enjoyment of which sweet and fair
seat gave us both content.

Friday, April the 22nd, in the afternoon, the Lady
Denton and my sister Elizabeth came to us from Dal-
ham, and my brother Bowes and my sister, as I re-
member, the day following. I had spoken to Doctor
Copinger, the rector or parson of Lavenham, to preach
my father’s funeral sermon, because Mr. Danford had
absolutely refused to admit Mr. Chamberlain to per-
form that office, whom my father had nominated in his
last will and testament to that end and purpose, or in
case he could not, then that some other godly minister
should supply his place ; of which number at that pre.
sent I took Doctor Copinger to be one.

Monday, April the 25th, being St. Mark’s day, in
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the morning, my father’s body (which had now en-
coffined about six weeks above ground) was with due
solemnity carried from his late mansion-house, at Stow
Hall to Stowlangtoft parish church, and there, after the
said Doctor Copinger’s sermon ended, interred in the
chancel of the same church, close by my mother’s grave
at the upper end of the choir, near the south window
next the east. I was once afraid in the morning; a little
before we went to church, that we should have no ser-
mon, nor interred the corpse in peace and quiet, so in-
credibly did Mr. Danford’s pride and perverseness work
upon him ; yet in the issue, to my great comfort, all
was passed over orderly and fairly. All his children
that were living, except my sister Elliot, attended the
hearse to church in mourning, and there bestowed with
me many tears upon his funeral sermon.

Tuesday, April the 26th, I went early in the morn-
ing to Lavenham, being a fair market-town, and a
goodly manor, (now devolved to me upon my father’s
decease,) in the county of Suffolk, some eleven miles
from Stow Hall, where I was a partaker of a good ser-
mon, there being at this time a constant lecture of
neighbouring ministers upon each market-day weekly,
which was each Tuesday, the season of harvest only ex-
cepted. The next morning I held there a court leet
and court baron, by my steward ; and before he gave
the charge, made a short speech to the tenants, which
being exceedingly approved by them -all, I thought it
not amiss to insert it here, being only a little altered
in some particulars and enlarged in others, but other-
wise remaining to a word as I delivered it.

“ My masters and friends : I have not thought it un-
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fit at this present to crave some part of your attention,
as you shall enjoy from me a full measure of mine own
intention. I confess, I know, and I doubt not, you are
not ignorant, how many ties and relations the very laws
and customs of this realm have between the lords and
tenants of this nature, so as it may seem needless for
me to mention it, or for you to hear it. But when
withal T consider the corrupted nature of man, as it is
of itself utterly disabled to do bene, so as it is backward
by itself to perform honestum, I rest assured, that those
few words I shall utter now, shall neither be unwelcome
nor burdensome to you. And therefore, because me-
thod must be the director of my expression, and
"your observation, I shall somewhat briefly run through
these particulars. First, I will show you the antiquity
of these manors. Secondly, I will a little discuss the
ancient honour of this Manor of Lavenham. Thirdly,
I will give you a touch what respects you are likely
to find from me; and, fourthly, what retaliation® 1
expect again from you.

“For the first, I know it was broached by that
learned judge, Fitz Herbert, and seconded by that
great antiquary, Mr. Lambert, that the tenure itself
of villanage, sometimes called Bocland, which was the
ancient tenure of copyholders, began with the Nor-
man Conquest, and that therefore in Kent, (where it is
falsely said that the Bastard William was entrapped
and their laws not changed) this tenure remained un-
known. But surely no man’s opinion can lead me be-
yond, and much less contrary to, that which I have
seen ; for besides that I find abundance of proof in that

~ * Return, not used in a bad sense.
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meanness of Sir Nicholas Hyde, and to deliver the four
preceding Chief Justices to be remembered by pos-
terity because they were yet living, made this signi-
ficant tetrastich, which I heard Dru Drury, Esq., re-
peat at Bury Lent assizes in Suffolk, in 1627, upon
the bench, the same Hyde then sitting in his robes
there, so loud as I feared he would have overheard
him, in the reporting of which I may perhaps mistake
a word or two,

“ Learned Coke, Court Montague,
The aged Lea, and honest Crew ;
Two preferred, two set aside,
And then starts up Sir Nicholas Hyde!”

These verses do need a little explanation to transmit

* their meaning to posterity. By “learned Coke” is in-

tended Sir Edward Coke, Knt., that was put out of the
place of Lord Chief Justice, about the year 1616. By
“ Court Montague” is deciphered Sir Henry Montague,
Knt., who succeeded Sir Edward Coke in his place,

- and was afterwards made Lord Treasurer in December,

in the year 1620 ; from which place he was within a
while removed, and made Lord President of the Coun-
cil. The third man, called “ aged Lea,” was Sir
James Lea, Knt., a Bencher of Lincoln’s Inn, who suc-
ceeded the said Sir Henry Montague in the King’s
Bench, and was in fine made Lord Treasurer ; and the
fourth man, called “ honest Crew,” is Sir Randal Crew,
Knt.. still living this present year (1638), in the honour
and esteem of all good men, who, having his writ of
ease sent him in the year 1626, received it with much
constancy and moderation, as knowing the integrity of
VOL. IL E
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his own heart ; and presently taking pen and ink, he en-
dorsed the ensuing sentence on it : Fiat voluntas Dei
et Regqis. The fifth man is so sufficiently described,
as I need to say no more of him, did I not desire to
finish his story with his end, which delivered me from
a most malicious and potent enemy. After whose
death Sir Francis Harvey, one of the Justices of the
Common Pleas, who rode our Suffolk circuit with
him, took off the fine of 20/ the said Hyde had
set upon me, without so much as being once spoken
unto by me in that behalf. This Sir Nicholas Hyde,
in his return home after this summer circuit ended,
out of his penurious and base disposition to save
charges, rode in an extreme hot day some fifty miles,
and thereby so inflamed his blood, that he fell into a
burning fever and thereof died. Ie had also at the
Guildhall or Newgate Sessions in London, before this
“circuit, condemned a man to die unjustly and precipi-
tated his execution, for which William Cecil, Earl of
Salisbury, had complained to the King, and the said
Hyde was not only like to have lost his place, but to
have come into greater trouble for it, had he survived :
and some therefore thought the fear of this had
hastened his end. I yet made a further observation
upon his end, when I consider he had most profanely
countenanced a base bailiff in doing the servile works
of his office on that day which Christians sanc-
tify and hallow weekly for the Lord’s Day; and
how justly this punishment had fallen upon him for
that atheistical sin, there being so many instances to
be given of God’s judgments executed upon the pro-
faners of that day, any pious man may easily conclude.

1
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This T am sure of, that having some conference after-
wards about that malicious act of the said Hyde’s with
Sir George Croke, Knt., one of the Justices of the
King’s Bench, a religious judge, and very learned in
the laws of the realm ; and informing him how a
bailiff, having warned me to be of a jury on a Sunday
morning, and being reproved by me, did make a report
of it to the said Hyde, and that he fined the party
that reproved the same bailiff 207, he professed to me,
that he thought the said fine was most undeservedly
and unjustly set upon the said party, who rather
merited commendations ; and that if ever any bailiff
should come before him who warned any man upon the
Sunday, he would punish him by imprisonment. Never
was any man’s death more generally rejoiced at®
that had been Chief Justice of the King’s Bench than
was Sir Nicholas Hyde’s, whose poverty made him very
worldly-minded and griping ; and being of a yellow-
ish complexion like tallow, and of a mean aspect,
altogether unbeseeming a place of that eminence ; and
rode in his circuits many times on horseback in a
whitish blue cloak, more like unto a clothier or to a
woolman than a Lord Chief Justice. Had he not been

* Whitlock gives a more generous character of this judge. He
says, “ He lived with great integrity and uprightness, and with
great wisdom and temper, considering the ticklishness of the times.
He would never undertake to advise the King, nor adventure to
give him a resolute answer in any weighty business, when the
question was of the law, but he would pray that he might confer
with his brethren ; and the King ever gave way to it. He died
of a hot fever, but made incurable by reason that an impostume
brake in his head in the time of his sickness. He was a spare
lean man of body, and of an excellent temperate diet.”
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my undeserved enemy, I could say more of him ; but
I leave him to his grave, and to the doom of that
just Judge that cannot be bribed.

The greatest part of this month was spent in jour-
neys, visits, discourses, and the affairs of my estate,
and very little of it in forwarding the journals of
Queen Mary’s parliaments. And as I had a most
heavy loss this month, so I had also my share of volun-
tary humiliation : for I spent the first day of it, being
Friday, in a secret fast alone; and the 29th day of
it, being Friday, for the greatest part, in private fast,
with the most part of my family, of which my dear
wife made one.

On Tuesday, the 9th day of August, after dinner,
my wife and myself removed from Lavenham, with
all our family, to Stow Hall, where our sweet and
pleasant seat gave us the greater content because we
had been so long from it. I spent the most part of
this month reasonably well, in directing my servant to
transcribe the journals of Queen Mary’s reign, and in
perusing divers old original deeds, touching my wife’s
paternal family of Clopton ; and touching the families
of Chasteleyn, Peyton, and Belhous, from whose seve-
ral coheirs she was descended, or from the sole inheri-
trices ; divers of which deeds, touching Clopton and
Chasteleyn, which I borrowed of William Clopton, Esq.,
of Castelins in Groten, in the county of Suffolk,
my wife’s kinsman, I transcribed myself with much
delight and satisfaction. For the deeds that concerned
Peyton, I borrowed them of Sir Edward Peyton,* of

* He was Member of Parliament for the county of Cambridge
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Cambridgeshire, especially as I did divers touching Rey-
don, a most ancient Suffolk family, of Sir Edmund Ba-
con, my neighbour, in the same county, who bestowed
many of them upon me, on Monday, August the
29th. T perused divers of them in the ensuing Sep-
tember, after I had copied out some more of the old
deeds touching Chasteleyn, in the beginning of the
same month, forwarding also the journals of Queen
Mary’s parliaments, which my servant wrote. Him I
caused also, on Friday, September the 23rd, to begin
the parliamentary journals of Edward the Sixth’s time,
which were contained in the original journal-book of the
same house with those of Queen Mary ; and the jour-
nal of the parliament held in the first year of Elizabeth,
and of the two sessions of parliament, held in the fifth
and eighth years of the same Queen; being all of them
bound up together in a little thick volume, between a
large octavo and a little quarto, which John Wright,

 Esq., the clerk of the House of Commons, had most

kindly lent me, and which I most faithfully restored
unto him again, as I had done formerly the other ori-
ginal journal-books of the House of Commons, during
the other parliaments and sessions of parliament, of
the said Queen Elizabeth’s time. Too much time I
was compelled to lose the same month in discourses,
visits, and the accounts of other particulars touching
my estate : and therefore, that I might be near the
records, and redeem some part of those innumerable
precious hours I could not recall, I was resolved to
return to my house at Islington, (which continued well

for many years, and the second baronet, having been previously
knighted by James in 1610.
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CHAPTER IIL

Vietories of the King of Sweden.—Continental Wars,—The Ana-
baptists.— Royal Visit to Cambridge.— Early Deed of Chief
Justice Basset.— Proceedings against Palmer in the Court of
Star-Chamber.—Death of the King of Sweden.

1631.

WebNEsDAY, October the 5th, my wife, with most of
her family, went hefore me to Kediton Hall, to Sir
Nathaniel Barnardiston’s, which she took in her pas-
sage to Islington, and lay there. The next morning I
left Stow Hall also, and came on horseback to her
before dinner : after which, we departed from Kediton,
and came that night to Albury Lodge, in Hertford-
shire. The next day, October the 7th, we took our
leave of our good friends there, and came safe to Is-
lington. Wednesday, October the 12th, I began my
search in that august and rare record called Domes-
day,* in the Tally Office of the Exchequer, which I

* This valuable record, which contains the survey of this coun-
try made by command of William the Conqueror, is still preserved,
and has been published by the Commissioners of Public Records.
The Dean and Chapter of York have a register called Domesday,
and so has the Bishop of Worcester. There is also an ancient roll
in Chester Castle called Domesday Roll. See further notices of
Domesday Book in Blount’s Law Dictionary and Sir Henry Ellis’s
Introduetion to it, published by the late Commission. '
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continued till I had extracted a large volume from it
of all the shires, excepting Norfolk only, and part of
Suffolk : of which I gathered a great part out of an
exact transcript written out of the second tome of
Domesday, in the character thereof ; in November en-
suing, a great part of which month I spent each morn-
. ing at the same Tally Office in Westminster, as I had
often done in October foregoing, to view and search in
the very autograph itself of Domesday aforesaid. Yet
in both the said months, the attendance of the adminis-
tration I had taken of my father’s personal estate, and
mine own unhappy suits, which, with mine estate,
began to grow upon me, took up too much of my in-
valuable time ; and have ever since been not only a
great part of the care and affliction of my life, but an
annual considerable charge unto me. And yet I have
ever been so far from suing any man unjustly or for
trivial matters, as I do at this day suffer many petty
wrongs by my peaceable disposition, and have lost
great sums of money after the forbearance of my prin-
cipal (which I ever lent freely without taking a penny
for use) two or three—nay, four or five years together,
because I did not commence suit in time, but hoped by
fair means to have gotten in mine own. Nor was
there the poorest man living, to whom I would have
done wrong wittingly for a world, which I aver in the
presence of Him that searcheth all hearts.

I passed over the month of December very studi-
ously, notwithstanding a good part of it consisted
of festival days. For I did not only collect much
out of the transcript of Norfolk written out of Domes-
day before mentioned, which my kind friend, Mr. John
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Bradshaw, lent me, being one of the Pro-Camerarii
under whose custody the original was, but visited that
also, December the 14th, and December the 29th, and
took notes out of it. I transcribed divers of the old
deeds of the Peytons I had borrowed of Sir Edward
Peyton in August last past, finding my wife undoubt-
edly to be descended from a female inheritrice of a
younger branch of that noble family, married into the
surname of Chasteleyn, from whence it was devolved
by Knyvet and Roydon to Clopton, as I have before
shewed.

Monday, December the 26th, I had some thoughts of
writing an apologetical justification of the incompa-
rable and victorious Gustavus Adolphus King of Swe-
den his present warring in Germany, about which I
laboured this evening in part, intending to begin with
his descent and extraction, and so to justify his coming
into the Empire with an army, and prosecuting the war
there. I followed this work close the rest of this
month, and at some times after; but being prevented
by my other studies and occasions from finishing it
before the never-enough-lamented loss of that brave
Prince, I suffered it to remain by me an imperfect
and an abortive spectacle, without ever endeavouring
to polish it farther or finish it, although I were en-
couraged to proceed in it shortly after I had begun it,
by Sir Edward Cecil, Viscount Wimbledon, a Privy
Councillor.

My often before-continued method calls me now, at
the end of December, to give a short view of the foreign
affairs and occurrences of Christendom; in which, as
the above-mentioned victorious King of Sweden bore
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the greatest share, so he deserves the longest relation,
were not his admirable story so exactly penned as it
is, in our own tongue as well as in other languages.
The sum of it isthis. The entrance of the Swedes into
Germany was June the 24th, 1630, with an army of
15,000 foot and horse ; which being as much dimin-
ished with losses and garrisoning of towns as it was
increased with new levies, yet, with that handful of
men did the King, before the end of December in the
same year, clear all the Dukedom of Pomerland and
Markland, even from the Prussian side, all between the
rivers of Warta and the Oder, of the Imperial and
Popish soldiers, except the town of Lundsbergen in
the New Mark, upon the east of the said river Oder,
near unto Poland and Silesia. In which time he took
near upon eighty walled cities, towns, castles, and
sconces, in the two Dukedoms of Pomerland and Meck-
lenburg, defeated some Imperial armies, and slew or
took prisoners divers thousands of them. This began
to startle the bloody Emperor Ferdinand the Second,
so as he instantly sent, about the end of February,
1631, John de Tserclas, Count of Tilly, one of the
oldest and ablest leaders and generals of the world,
with an army of between twenty and thirty thousand
‘horse and foot, most of them tried soldiers, against
him, into the Duchy of Mecklenburg. Tilly, in all the
attempts he made upon the King, (who, having an army
of but 15,000 only, horse and foot, lay entrenched,)
came off with loss and dishonour, and was finally,
on Wednesday, September the 7th, (17th,) overthrown
by him in a pitched battle, fought in a large plain near
Leipsic, in the Duchy of Saxony, notwithstanding his
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army consisted of some 44,000 able fighting-men, foot
and horse,* being the very cream and prime of all
the Popish forces in Germany. There were about
10,000 of Tilly’s men slain in the fight and pursuit,
many taken prisoners, and 6000 took the pay of the
King of Sweden. The Duke of Saxony and the Elector
of Brandenburg brought some 15,000 men to the
Swedes, but they running away, most of them, before
the battle was fully begun, the sole honour and glory
of this victory next under God, to whom the religious
King of Sweden gave the only glory, redounded to the
Swedes and Scots, and other nations in the Evangelical
army.

This victory raised the greatness of that incom-
parable Prince’s name to the highest zenith, not only
in Europe, but in Asia also. And so great a terror it
struck into the Popish party, as, before the end of this
December, the King was Master of Erfurt, Frankfort on
the Main, Nuremburg, Mentz, Hanaw, and of many
other cities, towns, and castles, within the Empire : so

* The King of Sweden wrote a letter to Charles, giving him an
account of this battle. It is dated September the 17th, and in the
course of it he says, * The battle being begun, the business was
briskly managed on both sides for the space of four hours and up-
wards ; till at last, by the singular blessing of God, the enemy’s
army, by the indefatigable valour of our men, was put to flight and
dispersed, we pursuing them to the very walls of the city. The
enemy left us their cannon and baggage. The general retired
into the bishopric of Halberstadt, having received a wound, they
whom we pursued being left to our soldiery and mercy. Many of
the enemy lay dead in the field where the battle was fought, and
among them the Serjeant-Major General, and other commanders
in the army.”
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as the bloody robbers, ravishers, and massacrers of
Tilly’s army were not only executed by him, but in-
finite comfort afforded to the distressed, and perse-
cuted, and oppressed Protestants in Germany ; so as all
men hoped he in the issue would assert fully both the
true religion, and the ancient liberties of Germany :
which, doubtless, he had done, had not the Divine Pro-
vidence, for causes best known above, suffered him to
perish at the battle of Lutzen, near Leipsic, also, No-
vember the 6th, (16th,) 1632, although his very death
ended his life with victory over his enemies.

The French army also, in Savoy and Italy, under the
conduct of the Cardinal de Richelieu and Marshal de
Crequy, prevailed much over the Spaniards; Imperial-
ists, and Savoyards, most of the year past, both in
Savoy and Italy. And, for the United States of the
Low Countries, never had they so great a victory over
their enemies without any the least loss or hazard of
their own men as they enjoyed September the 11th,
this year. For, the Prince Barbanzon and Count John
of Nassau having brought down 4000 soldiers and 800
mariners, the very flower and prime of the Spanish
army, in fourscore ponts or long-bottomed boats and
shallops,* before Stavenisse, a little island in Zealand,
some of the shallops then running on ground, and the
fieet of the United Provinces setting upon them, divers
endeavoured to escape, who were slain or drowned,
All the shallops and ponts were taken, with a hun-
dred pieces of brass ordnance in them, amongst which
were divers great ones, being cannons and demi-

* Small vessels having two masts.
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cannons. They found there also three barrels of silver
and a great quantity of warlike ammunition. The
number of prisoners taken in this exploit was about
3000, which were brought into the army of the United
States under the command of Henry Frederic Prince
of Orange, at Hatteren, near Berghen-op-Zome, soon
after the defeat. The Prince of Barbazon and Count
John of Nassau hardly escaped in a single boat to-
gether, the rest of the commanders and officers under
them were in a manner all of them taken prisoners,
slain, or drowned. So as great and manifold were the
mercies God shewed this year (1631) to his poor dis-
tressed Church and children beyond the seas.

Yet was not rejoicing unintermixed with much sor-
row out of Germany itself, in regard of the most deso-
late and never-enough-lamented loss of the famous and
strong city of Magdeburg, which was taken by John
Count of Tilly, partly by assault and partly by the
treachery of some of the citizens, May the 10th (20th)
last foregoing, being Tuesday, in the morning, and the
place so ravaged and plundered by the bloody Wal-
lIoons, inhuman Crabats, and other merciless soldiers of
the Imperial army, that within the space of some twelve
hours, the whole city, excepting a hundred and thirty-
nine houses and two churches, was all consumed by fire,
and near upon two thousand four hundred men, and
women, and children, slain, burnt, or smothered therein,
and some drowned in the Elbe. The horror and desola-
tion of this loss was so great and dreadful, as it was
justly thought to parallel the destruction of Troy by the
Greeks, or of Jerusalem by the Romans. The invalu-
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able King of Sweden would have doubtless relieved it,
had he not been hindered by the hovering neutrality
or cowardly treachery of John George Duke and Elec- |
tor of Saxony ; who would neither join any forces with *
the King, nor suffer him to pass over the Elbe at Wir-

temburg, or the Dessau bridge, by which means he h
might have raised the siege. In which doing the said
Duke discovered his notorious impiety and ingratitude
to the Magdeburgers, who had elected Augustus, his
younger son, about the beginning of January, in the
year 1628, for their Archbishop ; and thereby so in-
censed the bloody Emperor Ferdinand the Second, who
got the Pope to invest a younger son of his with the
same Archbishopric, as he never ceased till he had
procured their final ruin, although there were some
intermissions of his hostilities.

The King of Sweden, notwithstanding this treacher-
ous dealing of the Elector of Saxony, yet when Tilly
had invaded his dominions with an army of about
45,000 able men, horse and foot, and had taken the
strong town of Leipsic in Misnia, upon the Duke’s
earnest and humble sending to him to implore his as-
sistance, came speedily to his aid ; and overthrew the
mighty army of the Emperor and the Popish Leaguers,
commanded by the same Tilly, as general, in a pitched
field, which they themselves had most insolently and
profanely styled a few days before, “the Invincible
Army:” as the Spaniards in the year 1588, had named
their vast and terrible fleet, the Invincible Armada ;
which yet the English afterwards conquered and dis-
sipated for the greater part. When Tilly at this bat-
tle saw his army slaughtered and routed, he cried in
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these or like words, “Oh! the blood of Magdeburg,
that now calls for vengeance upon us!”*

After his bloody and inhuman conquest and de-
solation of that place, he committed two notorious
errors,. The first, that he did not instantly invest
the Elector of Saxony’s country, whereby he might
easily have forced him either to have assisted his army
with money, victuals, and men against the King of
Sweden, or else have ruined him ; which he fatally
neglecting, by fetching a needless and long circuit
about, through the Hercinian forest into the coun-
try of Duringen, (intending there to have surprised
the rich and populous city of Erfurt,) gave the said
Duke of Saxony, in the mean, full time and leisure to
prepare and make ready his forces, and to call in the
said King to his help and assistance. Tilly’s second
error did far exceed the former, when, after his said
taking the city of Leipsic, in the country of Misnia,
belonging to the Duke of Saxony, he hazarded the un-
certain fortune of battle with the King, September the
7th, (17th,) in which he was overthrown. For had
Tilly then intrenched himself, the conquest of him
could not have been accomplished in many days, if
at all ; and then must the adverse army have as-
saulted his men upon great disadvantages, and in the
meantime the Duke of Saxony’s country have been

* After the battle, or rather ¢ slaughter,” of Magdeburg,
Tilly is reported to have said, * Blood cannot be expiated but by
blood ; and the actions of murderers are very ominous to the
soldiery sooner or later.” He was, however, held in great esteem
by his own followers, and at his death bequeathed sixty thousand
rix dollars to the regiments under his command.
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eaten up and impoverished by both armies. Be-
sides, all the country behind him was at his own de-
votion, for the freedom of retreating, if need required,
and General Altringer was then coming to his assist-
ance with some 6000 men. So as he had no necessity
“to compel him to fight, but many solid reasons to dis-
suade him from it ; had not the Divine hand in justice
blinded his understanding, that so his wicked army,
defiled and cursed with so many rapes, murders, and
bloodsheds, might now at last receive some just punish-
ment from the hands of Protestants, whose religion they
had abolished and execrated with so much devilish
malice and cruelty.

Amidst these many happy events abroad, all God’s
true children had continual cause of lamentation and
fear, in respect of the daily growing and far-spreading
of the false and blasphemous tenets of the Anabaptists,
against God’s grace and providence, against the godliest
assurance and perseverance, and against the merits of
Christ himself. These points at first were broached by
the heretical Briton Pelagius, about the year of our
Lord 410, and were revived some fourscore years
since—in Italy, by Bernardin, Ochin, and Lelius Soci-
nus ; in Germany, by Sebastian Castellio ; in France
by Michael Servetus ; and in the Netherlands, by Eras-
mus Roterdam. It is true some of the first masters of
these monsters taught many noisome and dangerous
opinions for the re-baptizing children, plurality of
wives, dethroning of kings and princes, and such like,
for which they began to be proscribed out of, and ex-
ecuted in, all well-governed states. This made Cas-
tellio and Erasmus to leave out their dangerous prin-
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ciples in their public works, which I assure myself
they still retain in private, and would put in practice,
had they once reduced any kingdom or republic wholly
under their obedience. This made Queen Elizabeth
and King James so careful in their times that it might
not take too deep a root and spread too far in England,
during their reigns. And though, since the death of
James Arminius, a flashy divine of Leyden, in Holland,
these heretical Anabaptists have called themselves by a
new invented and false name of ‘Arminians, yet are
their wicked and scandalous lives, their cursed and
graceless doctrines, no less to be abhorred, than when
they owned their first, their ancient, and still true name
of Anabaptists. And certainly if it were possible, they
yet deserve a worse appellation, having broached many
wicked tenets and practised the idolatrous adoration of
the Altar, of the elements of the Sacrament, and other
creature objects; which Sebastian Castellio, their great
master, were he now alive, would abhor. It is my daily
prayer to my good God to open the eyes and hearts of
all Christian kings, princes, and governors, to see the
blasphemous doctrines of these wilful heretics ; and to
foresee the infinite dangers that threaten their king-
doms and persons if once these new doctors and their
disciples can get the sole power of the Church into
their griping talons, by the extirpation and exilement
of all pious and orthodox Protestants ; for as long as
all these continue intermixed with them, the truth
shall never be exterminated, nor kings and princes
be dethroned by them.

The beginning of January, I proceeded with the in-
itiated defence or justification of the King of Sweden’s
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Office, (out of which I borrowed divers original deeds
there kept, transcribed them and had the seals tricked
and coloured to them, and then faithfully restored them
again,) or in transcribing the Chronicles of Pipwell
Abbey above-mentioned out of a copy of it, being a
part of the Leiger-book of the same house, out of which
I gatheredesome notes.

Monday, March the 5th, having been searching al-
most all the day in the Pell Office, I was suddenly
sent for by my wife in the afternoon, who had been
much affrighted with our little daughter Anne’s twice
sounding® away—which, it seems, were fits of con-
vulsion. Before I got home in my coach she was pretty
well, but had after this so long an ague, being not yet
two years old, as we much feared we should have lost
her, which would have been the greater trouble unto us,
because she was at this time our only child ; but God in
mercy restored her now, and yet continues her unto us.

Friday, March the 16th, I began a journey towards
Cambridge, in the afternoon, and came thither the next
day. Monday, March the 19th, after dinner, the King
and Queen came from Newmarket to Trinity College.
Whilst they were at an idle play there, that gave much
offence to most of the hearers, I went into Trinity
College library, and there viewed divers ancient ma-
nuscripts, which afforded me as much content as the
sight of the extreme vanity of the Court did sorrow.
The royal pair departed from Cambridge, Tuesday,
March the 20th, in the afternoon ; and the day follow-
ing, after dinner, I left the University (having enjoyed
conference with some learned men there) and came

* Swooning.
F2
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safe back to Islington, Thursday, March the 22nd.
There passed divers degrees at this time in Cambridge,
by virtue of the King’s recommendatory letters, of
which divers new and unworthy Doctors of Divinity
partaking, the whole body of the University took great
offence ; and, in the open Regent’s house, told Doctor

Buts, Master of Bennet College, then Vice Lhancellor,

to his face, that they did istam graduum mendinaci-
onem improbare, (for all those doctors had paid Mr.
Sanderson, the Earl of Holland’s secretary, large rates
for their doctorships, which Earl was now Chancellor

of that University,) and so would not give their votes

and assents to pass and confirm that dignity to Doctor
Martin, Master of Queen’s College, in Cambridge, and
to the other new doctors ; yet Doctor Buts carried the
business through with much disorder and violence, and
pronounced them to have passed, and attained that
degree. This heaped so much distaste upon him in the
said University, (Mr. Sanderson also being about this
time turned out of his place by the said Earl of Hol-
land,) that the first day of April, being Easter-day, he
hung himself in the morning, in his lodgings in Bennet
College aforesaid. It was certain the King himself,
whilst he was at Cambridge, at this time had given
him a check or two, which so daunted him, being an
ambitious man, and fearing his friends at Court would
discountenance him upon it, as it drove him into this
extreme desperation. As soon as I heard of it, I called
to mind the ghostly look he had when I went to visit
him at his college, Wednesday, March the 21st, being
the same day I departed from Cambridge. He had
lying on his conscience that crying sin of adultery,
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which he secretly practised ; without which, doubtless,
the devil could never have brought him to that sudden
exigent upon the mere frown of a prince.

I spent Saturday, March the 10th, alone, in reli-
gious fasting and humiliation ; and Friday, March the
31st, for the greater part in the same Christian duties,
with my dear wife.

My only brother, Richard D’Ewes, was now at school,
at Bury St. Edmunds, in the county of Suffolk, with
Mr. John Dickenson, an excellent and mild teacher
(with whom I had myself gone to school in the years
1617 and 1618). He had by my means been put to
him in the year 1628, was there residing, March the
14th, in the year 1631, when my father deceased, and
had there continued to this time: so, as conceiving
him now of fitting years to go to the University,
having entered into his sixteenth year, I had already
provided him a very religious tutor, called Mr. John
Knowles, of Catherine Hall, in Cambridge, and a con-
venient chamber ; and therefore, having occasion in
the beginning of April to go into Suffolk, I intended to
remove him from Bury.

I came safe to Stow Hall, in the same county, the
4th day of April, being Wednesday ; and the next
day went to Castelin’s Hall, in Groton, in that shire
also, where I selected out and borrowed some divers
original deeds touching the families of Belhous and
Chasteleyn ; and one letter of attorney of Sir John de
Burgo’s, with his seal of arms to it, being mascles,
gules, and wavy ; commanding James de Camera, his
bailiff, of Rochford, to make living and seisin of the
land of Watelee and Agrove, with the appurtenances,
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On Thursday, April the 19th, my brother Richard
D’Ewes went with me to the Middle Temple, and was
there admitted of that Society, and into my chamber
there also, wherein formerly Richard Simonds, my
mother’s father, had resided ; but my brother being not
yet to reside there, but to go first to Cambridge, I sent
him thither Thursday, May the 3rd, having provided
all things necessary for him at London. It was my
chief care to have him religiously and virtuously edu-
cated, and therefore, before his departure to Cambridge,
I gave him especial cautions and instructions to beware
of evil company, the very pests and poisoners of
the younger sort that are sent thither. From Tues-
day, May the 2nd, to Saturday, May the 19th, I
especially followed my collections out of Domesday
each morning, seldom intermitting it ; losing most of
the afternoons in discourses, visits, and managing my
Chancery suits, till Tuesday, the 15th day of the same
month, when I bought of Mr. Harrison, son and heir
of the elder Mr. Harrison, that lived a little before
at Brissingham in the county of Norfolk, and was now
deceased, divers ancient Roman coins, gold, silver, and
copper. His father had been many years in gather-
ing them, and therefore I wondered he had retained
divers pieces amongst them that were certainly false
and adulterate. After I had bought some hun-
dreds of them, containing many of the Roman Em-
perors’, from Pompey the Great to Honorius and Arca-
dius, I spent the remainder of this month for the
most part, in overviewing and sorting them ; and
afterwards perfecting my series by some I bought in
other places, I caused them all which I made part of
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that series, to be put into roundles of ivory, together
with some silver British, Saxon, and English coins
which I had gotten into my hands, and so placed them
in drawers, in a box made on purpose for them, in
which they now stand in my library. The deceased
Mr. Harrison had transcribed into the printed collec-
tion of coins set forth by Adolphus Occo, that learned
physician, whilst he lived at Augsburg, in Germany,
many new reverses of divers coins he had, and some in-
scriptions also which Occo had never seen. This made
me borrow that book of his son, and to transcribe all
those written additions out of it into a printed Occo
I bought, the two last days of May ; for I employed
almost every forenoon of that month in transcribing
several collections out of the first tome of Domesday,
in the Tally Office in the Exchequer, which collections
now began to arise to a pretty volume in folio, together
with some notes I had transcribed touching Norfolk,
out of an exact copy of that shire, written out of the
second tome of that record. The other afternoons of
that month I spent chiefly in soxting my coins formerly
bought, or acquiring of new. Although it were vaca-
tion time, yet did I follow my annotations out of
Domesday many mornings this ensuing July, as I had °
done in the foregoing month. In the afternoons I
busied myself for the most part in sorting my coins,
buying, Wednesday, July the 11th, divers very good
Roman coins, gold, silver, and copper, of one Mrs.
Routh, a goldsmith’s widow.

Having formerly seen very ancient records of the
Communia Rolls in Sir Peter Oshorne’s office, being the
Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer, in the Exchequer, of
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the times of King John and Henry the Third, I began
first on Monday, July the 23rd, in the afternoon, to
take notes of the first roll I found of King John’s,
being written in the very hand and character of
Domesday itself. I followed the same collections most
of the afternoons of this July ; and, for many months
afterwards, proceeded in those collections till I had
finished all those rolls I found, both of Henry the
', Third and King John’s time, being a rare and an
f exact work which I highly value.

B & Tuesday, July the 3rd, I spent in secret humiliation
‘ and fasting, with my dearest and most of my family.

, - Wednesday, August the 1st, I followed my searches
l', . out of the rolls of King John; and the two ensuing
:

S

days, each forenoon, proceeded with my collections out
of Domesday, as I did in the morning also of Saturday,
August the 4th. In my return home from the Tally
Office at Westminster, I called on Mr. William Neve,
York Herald, at the Office of Arms, on St. Peter’s Hill,
who lent me an original deed of Richard Basset, that
was Chief Justice of England under Henry the First,
the son of Ralph Basset, the Norman Chief Justice also,
before his said son, under the same King. I was taken
with admiration and content at the sight and perusal
of it, taking it to be the most ancient deed in Christen-
dom to which a seal of arms hangeth. I counted myself
extremely obliged to him, afterwards, when he bestowed
it on ‘me ; and the rather because Dame Anne IVEwes,
my dear wife, was lineally descended from a female
iy inheritrice of the same Richard, as I have showed at
' large in December, 1626. This deed contains a lease

of the manor of Hecham, from William (Basset) Abbot
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of Holme, in the county of Norfolk, to the same Richard
Basset, for his life ; and it is the said Richard’s counter-
part. The greatness of the letter or character, the
witnesses’ names, and the antique writing of the word
CYROGRAPHVM, of which part remains, viz., the upper
half of the letters at the bottom of this deed, do all
persuade me, though it be not dated, that it was
passed in Henry the First’s time, the same Richard
being then Chief Justice of England. The seal hangs
at the upper end, or beginning of the deed, in a strong
label of thick white leather ; the manner of it being so
exotic and rare, as I never yet saw any other seal so
affixed, but ever placed at the bottom of the deed.
The seal itself is orbiculate and round, and of a .
great bigness and circumference,—the colour of it
a bright auburn. The circumscription of it at first
was, doubtless, SIGILLVYM RICARDI BASSET, though the
letters - following, cARDI BAS, were only remaining
when I received the same deed from Mr. Neve. In
the two and twentieth line thereof, there was a
little vacancy, or space, left before the word Regis,
where one of the witnesses is thus named,— Ben-
Jamine serviente Regis; it was, doubtless, vacated of
purpose for a great H, to have been inserted in a
red or a miniated letter for Henry the First. And I
am the rather persuaded that this seal was used by
the said Richard Basset after he was chief Justice of
England, and as long as he continued in that place ;
because I have seen another deed of his with an
ordinary round seal with a horseman upon it, which
Richard Basset, his grandchild, son and heir of Geoffry
Ridel, afterwards used. Upon the above-mentioned
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great orbiculate seal is seen a man armed in a coat of
mail, the beaver of his head-piece open, holding on his
left arm a great torqueted shield, covering his body,
with a cross on it, and five orbs or globes on the cross,
which, for the rarity of, I have caused to be drawn
in the margin, just as it is in the seal. I have a
strong conjecture, from the coat-armour borne after by
his posterity, being three pallets, gules, all within a
bordure azure, bezanted, that the colour of their coat-
armour was or, a cross azure, bezanted. In the right
hand of the said armed man was a sword, with which
he had riven open the upper jaw of a griffin, and
cut it almost through ; which griffin is very lively
portrayed on the seal, (though some part of it be
broken since off,) holding a naked child in his mouth,
which by that means, it seems, was delivered from
being devoured by that monster. So as I confidently
conclude this seal to be partly historical and true, and
partly symbolical and imaginary. I take the por-
traiture, and figure representing the armed man, to be
really intended for the said Richard Basset himself,
and that on the shield to be his coat-armour ; but his
slaying the monster or griffin, and so delivering the
naked child, I take to be only a hieroglyphical allusion
to his place of office ; whereby himself, and all others
seated in the sacred seats of judicature, might be in-
structed that it was and is their duty to deliver the
weak and innocent from the cruel jaws and talons
of powerful and tyrannous oppressors. This armorial
seal .being above five hundred years old, and the oldest,
by at least seventy years, that I ever saw, may well
compare with, if not excel, in respect of the antiquity
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thereof, the seals of arms of Montmorency itself, which
are accounted by some the first gentlemen of France
and of Christendom itself.

I spent almost the whole afternoon of the said
4th of August in viewing and considering this rare
deed and seal, because Mr. Neve assured me the
whole seal and circumscription were entire and per-
fect when it first came to his hands ; and as I feared
it might, by some new misfortune, be broken again
in whole or in part, I caused the said seal to be three
several times tricked out by a most skilful hand, and
had two of those copies or draughts very exactly de-
picted or coloured, according to the autograph, with
the very label of it, and the breadth and length of
the same deed, which I caused also to be transcribed in
two several copies of the identical character ; all which
still remain by me, with the rare original deed itself,
which I account the most precious monument in my
library, ‘although a great piece of the seal were since
unfortunately broken off, to my great grief and sorrow,
on Wednesday, the 31st of August, in the year 1636 ;
in which piece were not only the wings and the
top of the tail of the griffin, but these six great or
capital letters ensuing—nrp1 Bas, which did constitute
and show a great part of the name and surname
of the same Richard Basset. And my vexation and
trouble would have been much the greater, had I not
preserved the true form and colour of the same seal in
those exact draughts I had caused to be identically
delineated and coloured from it. '

Towards the evening of the 4th day of August my
daughter Anne, being at this time little above two
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sometimes amongst the records in the Pell Office in
the Exchequer; where, on Monday, the 3rd of Sep-
tember, in the morning, I found in one of the bun-
dles of the Plea Rolls of Henry the Third, that
Theobald de Belhous was the son of Richard de Bel-
hous, which I never saw proved anywhere else. I
have showed before infallibly, in December 1826, that
Dame Anne D’Ewes, my wife, inherits the blood and
arms of this family. My searching the first tome
of the Domesday Book in the mornings, and my
noting out of the Communia Rolls aforesaid, of Henry
the Third, or the abstracts of the Plea Rolls of Ed-
ward the First, were the chief employments also of
the month of October. The 11th day of the same
month, being Thursday, my dear and only brother,
Richard D’Ewes, came from Cambridge to me, I
having now a purpose to remove him to the Middle
Temple and to place him there in commons, and to
have him leave the University, fearing lest his young
years and good disposition might, in continuance of
time, be too much vitiated there by evil company.

I began November with the same studies, and
dréamt of no interruption, when, on Wednesday, the
7th of November, in the morning, being at my ordi-
nary search and collections out of Domesday Book,
I understood of a terrible censure passed that morning
in the Star Chamber against one Mr. Palmer, for stay-
ing in London the last long vacation, contrary to the
King’s proclamation, and he was fined a thousand
pounds ; yet he alleged that he was-a bachelor, and
that his house had been burnt down and was not
yet rebuilt, so as he could retire to it. This procla-
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be dangerous for her. That T might perfect somewhat
before my departure, I followed my studies close the
rest of this November, collecting much out of the first
tome of Domesday Book each morning almost during
the residue of this month. In the afternoons also,
for the most part, I gathered notes out of the Com-
munia Rolls of Henry the Third, or out of an old
Leiger-book of St. Augustine’s in Canterbury.
Saturday, November the 14th in the morning, I ob-
tained ten rare British coins in silver, that had, with
divers others, been taken up in the Coven or Common
Garden in London, as the earth was digged deep to
make a cellar : which I have still by me, with many
rare Roman, Saxon, and English coins, from William
the First downwards, in one box together in my library.
Saturday, November the 24th, my dear wife left
Islington finally, and departed hefore me to Albury
Lodge in Hertfordshire, where she was to stay awhile,
till I could dispose of my things at Islington, that so
following her thither, we might both together go into
Suffolk. I had many hindrances in the beginning of
December in disposing of my several occasions at
Islington for my removal thence, and about other
businesses ; yet did I bestow many mornings upon my
searches in Domesday, and I finished my collections
out of the first tome thereof on Wednesday, Decem-
ber the 12th, in the forenoon. I had taken short
notes of all the shires there so far only as concerned
families, history, and some other observations, except-
ing Cambridgeshire, of which county I had taken
all the particular quantities and contents of the acres
of each town and village, with all other passages which
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concerned the geographical description of the same,
intending, if God permit, to publish it. I had also,
during my search, finished a like large collection out
of the second tome, of the county of Essex; and had
at first purposed to have made as large and as am-
ple a gleaning of the two other shires—to wit, Norfolk
and Suffolk—in the same tome. But my kind friend
Mr. John Bradshaw, one of the Deputy Chamberlains,
being to transcribe out those two shires verbatim in
the very character for Thomas Howard, Earl of Arundel
and Surrey, promised to lend me those transcripts after
he had compared, ‘and thereupon I forebore to enter
upon the particular searches of those shires. And ac-
cording to his promise, I had formerly had the whole
transcript of Norfolk from him, of which I took not so
full and large notes as I had done of Cambridgeshire
and Essex, because I understood my kind and aged
friend, Sir Henry Spelman, Knt., had already written a
survey of that shire. But for Suffolk, being the shire in
which I resided, by reason of this my sudden and un-
expected removal from Islington, I never had, I helieve,
a full fifth part of the transcript from him, and so have
not to this day finished my large collection of it ; but
in Midsummer Term in the year 1637, I began to have
perfected it, and proceeded a little in it out of the
second tome of Domesday itself; when finding the
work to require more weeks to finish it than I could
conveniently stay days, I fell upon a shorter work,
and went through that county to the end, gathering all
particulars out of it, which conduced to the History of
Great Britain, to the inserting of all surnames of several
families, and to the clearing of the signification of some
VOL. 11 G
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exotic words. Having therefore dispatched several
businesses, in the morning of Thursday, December the
13th, I departed from Islington myself that afternoon,
and came to my wife the same evening to Albury Lodge,
where I was much refreshed with the sight and short
enjoyment of my wife’s grandmother, Lady Barnardis-
ton, my aunt Brograve, and her hushand. For we both
departed with our little daughter and the most of our
family the next day, December the 14th, and lodging
that night at Babram in Cambridgeshire, came safe,
December the 15th, in the afternoon, to Bury St. Ed-
munds, in the county of Suffolk. My own house at Stow-
langtoft was let out to the Lady Denton, my father’s
widow, for the most useful rooms in it, till the ensuing
feast of St. Michael the Archangel ; and therefore when
I first purposed, in November last preceding, to remove
from Islington, and considered of several places whither
to retire for a time, I pitched upon Bury aforesaid, as
the most fit and convenient, it being about five miles
distant from Stow Hall, mine own mansion-house ; and
had therefore sent thither before and hired part of an
house in St. Mary’s parish, in the town near the church,
which dwelling we now found pretty well fitted to re-
ceive us at our coming thither. Most happy we were,
during our continuance here, in the weekly sermons
and almost frequent converse of Mr. Edward Calamy,
that was the preacher of that parish ; and this indeed

‘was one of the chief motives that drew us thither to

partake of his painful® and pious preaching.
Having lost some time after my arrival at Bury in
disposing and settling some of my books and papers
* Painstaking.
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noon, and yet they maintained the fight with incre-
dible resolution till the darkness of the night made
an end of that bloody and obstinately-fought battle.
The King, at the beginning of the battle, had some
15,000 men, but Wallenstein’s army, considering those
that the Earl of Pappenheim brought in before the
fight ended, was about 30,000. It will be needless
now to make relation of his great conquests in the
Duchy of Bavaria this year, and elsewhere within
the empire, seeing those and all the former victories
have in a manner since his death been unravelled, and
almost annihilated, and desolate Germany plunged
into so many miseries and calamities, as the sword,
the famine, and the pestilence have seemed to strive
who should devour most. It cannot be denied, to
speak as a mere politician and atheist, but that it
had, in all human probability, been better for Ger-
many that the King of Sweden had never entered into
the empire with his arms, for doubtless by this time
things would have been there settled, the grounds
been tilled, and Popery fully established. But to
speak as a Christian, and much more as a pious Pro-
testant, all ages have to bless God that the King’s arms
were God’s just scourge for the space of about two
years and three months, to avenge him on the bloody
and lustful soldiers of the Emperor’s army, to abate
their pride, and to save England, France, the Low
Countries and all from ruin. And at this present

to discover the posture of the enemy before the mist broke up, and
was surprised by the cuirassiers, and the King and his party cut
off ; yet the victory was obtained over Wallenstein and his whole
army.”— Rushworth, vol. ii. p. 182.
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year (1638), the Swedes have still a potent army in
Germany, and are the chief means under heaven, that
the new Emperor, Ferdinand the Third, cannot yet
utterly oppress the Gospel in the empire, as his bloody
father, Ferdinand the Second, intended. More also
might have been effected by them, if John George
Duke and Elector of Saxony in Germany, had not
treacherously, in the year 1635, broken his league and
oath with them, and joined his arms with the popish
forces against them ; as he did in the year 1620, by
the like treachery, ruin the Protestant cause and
party.

It is possible the King of Sweden himself began
to be puffed up too much with his own victories—
at least, most men looked too much upon the arm
of flesh in him, as he confessed himself to one Mr.
Forbas, a reverend ancient Scotch minister, a little be-
fore his death ; and that therefore he feared that God
would either take him out of the world, or give his
enemies some notorious victory over him: and so it
fatally fell out. He had used Frederic Prince Elector
Palatine and crowned King of Bohemia, with much
courtesy and respect, upon his repair to him the 10th
day of February last past, being Friday, and honoured
him always after till the very day he was slain. The
news of his death being brought to the said King of
Bohemia, as he was coming to him from Frankfort
on the Maine, and being newly recovered out of a
dangerous sickness, if not the plague itself, it so struck
him to the heart, that he instantly returned and
shortly after died. He had long borne losses and
calamities—yea, the very scorn of his enemies, with an
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many new drawn, some forty or fifty years before, of
the several matches of the Cloptons and their kin-
dred. This book had been Sir William Clopton’s, my
wife’s father, and was much esteemed by him, which
made me very desirous to become master of it ; in
which, though I soon discovered divers errors in the
latter’s depictions, yet I saw much good use might
be made of it.

Thursday, January the 24th, I returned from Burn-
ham, and came to Stow Hall, in Suffolk, where the
Lady Denton, my father's widow, yet resided. My
wife met me there the same night; and the next
day, after dinner, we returned again to Bury. The
greatest part of February was spent by me labo-
riously in collecting notes out of a Plea Roll of the
Pell Office in the Exchequer, excepting Thursday the
28th, and the last day of the said February, which
my wife and myself consecrated to private humiliation
and fasting.

Saturday, March the 2nd, I finished my annota-
tions out of the said Plea Rolls. One of my servants
had copied out a short Latin chronicle, touching the
annals of Wales, beginning in the year 680, and” end-
ing in the year of our Lord 1286, out of a transcript
of it. I compared them, Wednesday, March the 6th,
in the afternoon, and the day following, and amended
divers errors which had slipped the former transcriber.

Sunday, March the 10th, about seven of the clock
in the morning, my wife was safely delivered of two
sons before her due time, in the eighth month, so
as we enjoyed them but a few hours, to our great
grief and sorrow. Our only daughter Anne had fallen
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sick of the measles, on Monday, February the 25th
foregoing, of which disease, though she began to recover
within two days after, yet my wife was so affrighted
with fear of having the same sickness, in respect of her
being with child, as she especially conceived that to
have hastened the fatal abortion. I feared also that
she had received some hurt by travelling in her coach
in Bury streets. The discovery of some certain symp-
toms of death near approaching in the youngest, was
the cause I had him baptized the same morning before
divine service began, between seven and eight of the
clock, in my wife’s chamber. He was called Geerardt,
after mine own grandfather’s name. He deceased the
same afternoon, between twelve and one of the clock,
and was carried in my coach to Lavenham, and there
buried in the chancel on Tuesday, March the 12th, in
his eldest brother’s grave.

On the 11th day of March, being Monday, was my
eldest twin baptized also in my wife’s chamber, and
called Adrian, being my father’s grandfather’s name.
The witnesses were, Sir Nathaniel Barnardiston, Knt.,
my wife’s cousin-german by her mother’s side, Wise-
man Bokenham, Esq., my brother-in-law, and my
youngest sister, Elizabeth D'Ewes. I was enforced, a
little after the baptizing, to depart to London about
the accounts and administration of my father’s per-
sonal estate : my brother, Richard D’Ewes, who had
been with us the late festival time at Bury, was now
at London expecting me; for whose safety and bu-
siness I had undertaken that trust, and this present
unseasonable journey, and some others. I came safe
thither the next day, well hoping of the continuance of
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the life of my little Adrian; but God, in his infinite
wisdom and goodness, had otherwise decreed ; and that
tender infant rendered up his soul into His hands,
March the 13th, Wednesday, much about the time
and hour his brother Geerardt D’Ewes had deceased on
the Friday foregoing ; and was interred, March the
14th, Thursday, in Lavenham chancel, also in the
same grave with Clopton I’Ewes, his elder, and Geerardt
D’Ewes, his younger brother. So as, when I returned
from London on Friday, March the 15th, very wet and
weary, I found my dear wife all in tears and lamenta-
tions. And though I were struck with a sad appre-
hension of mine own extreme losses, having buried now
three sons, yet I comforted her what I might, and con-
cealed part of my grief and disconsolation from her.

To mitigate and moderate this sorrow, I fell close to
my sweet and satisfying studies, Wednesday, March
the 20th, comparing some particulars my servant had
copied out of an abstract of part of the Plea Rolls of
Edward the First, in the King's Bench, which rolls
remain in the Treasury of the Exchequer: and Friday,
March the 22nd, in the afternoon, I began a rare Itine-
rant Roll of the time of Richard the First, which I
found in the Pell Office, and transcribed entirely many
particulars out of it ; and followed it so close the re-
mainder of this month, that I finished it on Friday, the
29th day of the same.

The greatest part of April was employed upon the
accounts and affairs of my estate, which I had suffered
to run on too long undisposed and unordered. The
second day of the same month, being Tuesday, I
added some particulars to my last will and testa-
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ment made in 1631, on Wednesday, June the 22nd,
still continuing in force ; yet, this very month, I
began a work which after drew me into further and
greater searches. I borrowed an old register of wills
out of the Commissary and Archdeacon’s Office of Sud-
bury, in the county of Suffolk. From the sight of
these I was drawn to the search of those more rare
and richly furnished registers in the Officials’ Court
of Norwich, which yielded me invaluable collections,
besides the entire transcripts of divers whole wills
and testaments touching the counties of Norfolk, Suf-
folk, and some others, as I shall have occasion to make
mention at large hereafter.

I entertained a variety of studies in the month of
May, collecting divers particulars out of a very an-
cient leiger-book of the Abbey of Bury, called Nigrum
Registrum, and spent a part of the next month in
comparing some things my servant had transcribed
out of it. I gathered notes also this May, out of
Ordericus Vitalis’s Ecclesiastical History, and some of
the registers of wills of the Archdeacon’s Court in
Bury. Many hours also were bestowed on journeys,
discourses, and matters of less moment.

Monday, June the 24th, I removed finally from
Bury St. Edmunds with my family to Stow Hall,
where I sojourned divers months ensuing with the
Lady Denton, till her removal thence in November
following. After my arrival at Stow Hall, I spent the
remainder of June in sorting my books and papers in
my study ; and Friday, the 31st day of May I spent
in religious humiliation and fasting with most of my
family at Bury. Before my said removal also to Stow
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Hall this instant June, I compared divers particulars
transcribed out of the above-mentioned ancient manu-
seript leiger-book which I had borrowed of Sir Edmund
Bacon, I gathered some notes also out of a Communia
Roll, and collected other notes out of some of the re-
gisters of wills in Bury Court.

Tuesday, July the 9th, I dined at Cambridge, and
went the same night to Barkeway, and the next day
to London, whither the business of the administra-
tion of my father’s estate called me. During my
stay there at this time, amongst other books, I bought
the whole Latin History, in folio, of James Augustus de
Thou, a Frenchman, which I caused to be bound up in
five volumes. I am of opinion it is the rarest human
work the Christian world now enjoys, being replenished
with invaluable truth, and penned in a most elegant
and lofty style. I have read it all over with admira-
tion and delight, and do lament that some part of it is
yet suppressed, as too full of truth and plainness for
this corrupt age to endure ; and I did therefore lately
write to his son at Paris for the publishing of it, as
also to have a picture of the same Thuanus copied ouf,
which latter request I obtained, though the same pic-
ture be not* yet come to my hands.

This letter was dated from Stow Hall, my mansion-
house, in Suffolk, December the 16th (26th), 1637 ;
and whereas in it I also requested, if the remainder of
Monsieur de Thou’s works, either of the history of his
own life, or touching his public history, might not be

* « T received the same picture very safely in the year 1639.”
—Marginal Note.
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published, yet that I might have a private copy tran-
scribed of it. I could not obtain that neither, although
I no way believed the answer given, that all he had
written was published in the last edition which I had ;
but I rather suspected they feared that I would have
made it public, and so durst not yield to my desire
therein.

Friday, July the 12th, in the afternoon, I de-
parted from London, and came the next day safe to
Stow Hall. Some days after my return, I compared
over divers particulars of the centages of Henry the
Second, and Richard the First’s time, and other notes
which my servant had copied out of the abstract of
them, written out of the Red Book in the Exchequer
in the custody of the King’s remembrancer. Thursday,
July the 25th, I went from Stow Hall to Much Brom-
ley Hall in Essex, to visit my brother and sister Bowes.
The next day I went from thence to Great Stanway
Church, where the families of Belhous first, and of Kny-
vet afterwards, (whose arms and blood my wife inhe-
rited,) were some time seated in that parish. I found
no arms in the windows, but two very ancient grave-
stones in the chancel, (which I guessed to have been
laid on some Belhous or his wife,) with the escutcheons
of brass, and th€ circumscriptions and portraitures
rent off, so as nothing could be known for certain.
From thence I rode to Rayleigh, a fair town in Roch-
ford hundred, in which the same family of Belhous
had inherited fair possessions by the intermarriage
of Sir John de Belhous, Knt., in Edward the First’s
time, with Isolda Fitz-Warin, the youngest daughter
and coheir of William Fitz-Warin and Alice his wife,
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the daughter of John Hardel. I took divers good
notes out of the parochial church of that town, but
could not find anything that concerned any of those
families ; although the same Isolda, in her testament,
bearing date at Rayleigh on the morning of the feast
of St. Thomas the Apostle, being Sunday, in the year
1353, (of which I have the original under her seal,)
doth devise her body to be buried in the new aisle
of the same church, before the altar of the Virgin
Mary. The testament is in Latin ; and I make little
question but that the said Isolda was there interred,
although there now remain no sign or footsteps of it.
I returned that night to Maldon, and the next day
to my brother Bowes.

On Monday, July the 29th, I went to Reydon Hall
in Ramsay, to see what I could there find touching
the family of Reydon, but received small satisfaction ;
and going from thence to Ramsay Church, I found
nothing at all. Tuesday, the 30th of July, I went
with my brother Bowes to visit John Lucas, Esq., at
Colchester, where I saw and borrowed of him a great
manuscript book of St. John’s Colchester, founded by
Fudo Fitz-Hubert, in Henry the First’s time, out of
which I gathered afterwards many useful particulars.

On Thursday, August the 1st, I returned home to
Stow Hall from my brother Bowes. I spent the resi-
due of this month at home very studiously for the
greater part, collecting out of the Communia Rolls of
Henry the Third, or out of an abstract of the Plea
Rolls of Edward the First; only on Tuesday, August
the 20th, I went into Norfolk, to Ashwell Thorpe,
where Thomas Knyvet, Esq., my wife’s kinsman, dwelt ;
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where I found many rare deeds of Basset, of Weldon,
in Northamptonshire, with brave seals hanging to
most of them, two of which I borrowed at this time,
and many more afterwards, and out of them and
divers records I had gathered together, drew the
exact descent of Basset, before set down in Decem-
( ber, 1626, abstractedly ; which I intend, God wil-
ling, to frame into a large and historical deduction.
I continued my annotations out of the Communia
| Rolls in September, and compared several particu-
| lars that had heen transcribed out of the abstract
of the Plea Rolls of Edward the First. I perused
also a manuscript chartulary of Bury Abbey, whichI
had borrowed of Sir Edmund Bacon, my wife’s kins-
\ man, called A/lbwm Registrum, and gathered many
useful notes out of it. Yet did many occasions besides
my studies take up too much time this month, as
accounts, discourses, visits, and such like.

The next month, October, brought me much care,
and in the issue eased me of much trouble: for, the
14th day of the same month, my only brother Richard

' was complete eighteen years old, and the administra~
} tion I had taken of my father’s personal estate was
| then to end, and I was to pay him in all the moneys
i remaining in my hands, which was part of that estate,
' I departed, therefore, from Stow Hall towards London,
Thursday, October the 3rd, in a hired coach, carrying

up a great sum of money in it. Other moneys I re-

a turned in other ways, and in all underwent great ha-
' - zards, all which would have redounded to my loss
{ if anything had miscarried ; but through God’s mercy
I came myself safe to London, on Friday, October the
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4th, and all the moneys I returned came in due time
to my hands. I had lent divers sums freely, which I
now expected in my need, but divers failed me, so that
I fell short between 400/. and 5007 of the sum I was
to pay my brother, which if I had not made even, I
had forfeited 120,000/, in bonds and counter-bonds.
This awhile so perplexed me, that it interrupted my
rest for a night or two. My credit would have suf-
fered to have horrowed many thousands in London,
had I needed it ; but my scruple that I thought it not
lawful to give or take use,* made the difficulty that
I could not borrow in the ordinary way. Amidst my
perplexity, I found the Scripture proverb true, that
“ (od will provide or be seen in the mountain :” for,
October the 11th, Wiseman Bokenham, Esq., my bro-
ther-in-law, being to receive 600/. in London, to save
the hazard of the carriage into Suffolk, furnished me
with it, to pay him in the country, which I afterwards
did, though some of it were also paid by his appoint-
ment at London for his use.

After this seasonable accommodation, I had no other
rub in this business, but began my account with my
dear brother, on Monday, October the 14th, and finish-
ed all by Friday, October the 18th, so as that day in
the forenoon I had a general release from my brother,
and the next day, my great bond out of the Preroga-
tive Court, blessing God that had freed me out of this
great trouble, in which I never .expected at first to
gain a penny unjustly from my brother, and might by
possibility have forfeited 120,000/ in bonds; or at
least had I deceased before my account was made up,

* Usury.
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don, which my servant afterwards transcribed and en-
larged out of other collections I had of some of the
same records. That afternoon I departed out of London
and the next night came to my brother Bowes, to Much
Bromley Hall ; from whence I departed, Saturday, Octo-
ber the 26th, and arrived the same night safe at Stow
Hall, where I was much comforted with the sight and
welcome of my dear wife. On Wednesday, October
the 30th, I began to collect some particulars in the

“afternoon out of the Communia Roll of the 9th year

of Henry the Third.

About the beginning of November, the Lady Den-
ton, my father’s relict and widow, (who had most
lovingly lent me a great sum of money freely upon
my late payments to my brother) removed from
Stow Hall with the Lady Stuteville, her sister, and
their whole families, to Ixworth Abbey, some mile
and a half distant, there to reside; in whose vici-
nity and neighbourhood we were many years after
happy. This was the first time since my father’s
decease, that we enjoyed our sweet and pleasant seat
freely and wholly to ourselves: and that we might not
take too much comfort in it, nor grow too far in love
with it, Mr. Danford, the parson or rector of Stowlang-
toft Church, who scarce suffered my father’s deceased
corpse to be interred in peace, and had wasted much
money with me in several suits since his death, prac-
tised daily new and malicious devices to vex us, so as
we feared we should at last be driven, for very peace
and quiet’s sake, to forsake our mansion-house and
dwelling; which certainly we had at last done, if him-
self, wearied with his own monstrous ingratitude to me,




=
<
O
T
mm
=
&L
mo
S
S &
o
w
N
=
)

Digitized by Google

21boob-pdgasn ssadoey/biaoisnayTyiey -mmm//:dily / peaztitbip-o1boon ‘utewog d1T1gnd
L16L/66TOSTO6E dpW/LzZeZ/32U"a1puey - 1py//:sd11y / 1LWO ZZ:8T 6T-TT-ZZ0Z U0 BTUBATASUUD4 JO ALTSJIDATUM 1B pale.dauag




=
<C
O
I
e 2
=
g
mO
1=
°n
o
wi
2
=
= |

Digitized by Google

21b00b-pdgasn ssadoe/bao isnaiTyiey mmm//:dily / pazratbip-o1b6o0n ‘utewoq 211g9nd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E "dpu//Zez/32u a1puey - 1py//:sdily / 1W9 ZZ:8T 6I-TT-TZ0Z U0 eTuRAlASuuag Jo AITSIDATUN 18 pajedauay




=
<
O
I
Q
£ES
Eou
mO
BE
S0
o
wi
=
=
=

Digitized by Google

216006 -pdgasn ssadde/bao1snayTyiey mmm//:diyy / pazritbrp-91bo0n ‘utewoq dT1gnd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E "dpu/szoz/32u"alpuey-1py//:sdily / 1WO ZZ'8T 6I-11-22Z0C U0 etuealAsuuad Jo ALTSIDATUN 1B paje.dsuas




=
<
9
o =
=
E=
Eow
mo
o
o0
oc
wi
=
=
=

Digitized by Google

216006 -pdgasn ssadode/bBaoisnaaTyiey -mmm//:diyy / paztitbrp-o91boon ‘utewoq 2T19nd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E "dpuw//zeZ/32ualpuey - 1py//:sdily / IWO TZ:8T 6T-TT-2ZOT UO BTUBATASUUS4 JO ALTSI2ATUN 1B Paje.auag




=
<
O
T
mm
=
&L
mo
S
S &
o
w
N
=
)

Digitized by Google

21boob-pdgasn ssadoey/biaoisnayTyiey -mmm//:dily / peaztitbip-o1boon ‘utewog d1T1gnd
L16L/66TOSTO6E dpW/LzZeZ/32U"a1puey - 1py//:sd11y / 1LWO ZZ:8T 6T-TT-ZZ0Z U0 BTUBATASUUD4 JO ALTSJIDATUM 1B pale.dauag




=
<
9
u
o
EE
E
mo
PE
o n
oc
wi
=
=
o

Digitized by Google

216006 -pdgasn ssadoe/ba01snaiTyiey -mmm//:dily 7 pazraitbrp-o1b6oo9 ‘utewoq 2dT1gnd
LLBLLBETOSTOBE "dpu//zez/33u"a1puey - 1py//:sd1ly / IW9 ZZ:8T 6T-TT-ZZOZ UO eTueAlAsuuad Jo A1TSI2ATUN 1e paletauag




=
<
O
T
Q
ES
S
mO
S
S®
o
w
=
=
=)

Digitized by Coogle

21b00b-pdgasn ssadoe/bBao 1snaiTyiey mmm//:dily / poaztitbip-91bo09 ‘utewoq 211g9nd
LL6LL66TOSTORE dpu//zoz/32u a1puey 1py//:sdily / LW 2Z:8T 6T-TT-ZZOT UO BTUBATASUUS4 JO ALTSIDATUN 1B pajelauag




=
<C
O
I
e 2
=
g
mO
1=
°n
o
wi
2
=
= |

Digitized by Google

21b00b-pdgasn ssadoe/bao isnaiTyiey mmm//:dily / pazratbip-o1b6o0n ‘utewoq 211g9nd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E "dpu//Zez/32u a1puey - 1py//:sdily / 1W9 ZZ:8T 6I-TT-TZ0Z U0 eTuRAlASuuag Jo AITSIDATUN 18 pajedauay




=
<
O
I
=)
ES
S
mo
s
S
o
w
=
=
=)

21b00b-pdgasn ssadode/biaorisniyTyiey -mmm//:dily / peazritbip-916009 ‘utewoq 2T1gnd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E dpw//zez/32ua1puey 1py//:sdily / LW9 ZZ:8T 6T-TT-2Z0OC U0 BTUBATASUUR4 JO ALTSIDATUN 18 Pale.auag




=
<
9
u
o
EE
E
mo
PE
o n
oc
wi
=
=
o

Digitized by Google

216006 -pdgasn ssadoe/ba01snaiTyiey -mmm//:dily 7 pazraitbrp-o1b6oo9 ‘utewoq 2dT1gnd
LLBLLBETOSTOBE "dpu//zez/33u"a1puey - 1py//:sd1ly / IW9 ZZ:8T 6T-TT-ZZOZ UO eTueAlAsuuad Jo A1TSI2ATUN 1e paletauag




=
<
O
I
=)
ES
S
mo
s
S
o
w
=
=
=)

21b00b-pdgasn ssadode/biaorisniyTyiey -mmm//:dily / peazritbip-916009 ‘utewoq 2T1gnd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E dpw//zez/32ua1puey 1py//:sdily / LW9 ZZ:8T 6T-TT-2Z0OC U0 BTUBATASUUR4 JO ALTSIDATUN 18 Pale.auag




110 LIFE OF - [1634.

of Henry the Third, having followed it reasonably
close the former part of the same month. On Novem-
ber the 8th, I began to transcribe notes out of the Plea
Roll of Easter Term, in the 56th year of Henry the
Third, which course I continued the greater part of
this November, unless I were interrupted by my neces-
sary affairs: only Thursday, November the 13th, I was
busied about the descents of Chasteleyn, Belhous, and
Knyvet ; and Saturday, November the 22nd, I ga-
thered notes out of a manuscript register of last wills
and testaments in Bury Court, called Liber Boner ;
and Monday, December the 1st, I finished my collec-
tions out of two other written registers of the same
court,

The remainder of the month I spent, for the
greater part, very studiously in transcribing and
abstracting general particulars out of the Communia
Rolls of Henry the Third, in the Treasurer’s Remem-
brancer’s Office of the Exchequer; so as now having
peace and quiet with the parson of my church, and a
son living, I enjoyed more happiness in private than I
had done many years before ; but alas! although those
comforts and my pleasing studies ministered much
content unto me, yet the vast desolations of God’s
Church abroad, and the general hatred of truth and
piety at home, filled my soul with frequent sorrow and
amazement. For, as touching the present state of
desolate Germany, all the victories the glorious King
of Sweden had acquired in two years and some odd
months whilst he lived, and all the good successes
his armies had gleaned up since his decease, were all
dashed at one blow, and as it were unravelled by
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112 LIFE OF [1634.

affected divines and scholars in both Universities and
elsewhere, maintained in the schools and pulpits jus-
tification by works, free-will, Christ’s bodily presence
in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and a world
of other corrupt and noisome tenets, which made my
soul to fetch many deep sighs, and my tongue to pray
daily that God would preserve his Gospel and truth
amongst us. One Doctor Beale (being made master
of St. John’s College in Cambridge) caused such a
general adoration to and towards the altar and sacra-
ments to be practised, that many godly fellows and
scholars of the house left their places to avoid the
abomination ; so as to them this necessary exilement
was a real persecution. Mr. Fox, in his Martyrology,
reports, that in the beginning of Queen Mary’s reign,
that was the first college in Cambridge from which
divers fellows and other students departed, so to avoid
the storm they saw ready to fall upon their heads.
That former example caused my heart to ache at the
later event which happened during this summer pre-
ceding. Yet I could not but wonder withal at God’s
providence, that this year, especially in the spring-
time, put into the hearts of so many godly persons,
as well women as men, to hazard themselves, their
children, and estates, to go into New England in Ame-
rica, at least three thousand miles from this kingdom
by sea, there to plant, in respect of the doctrinal part,
one of the most absolutely holy, orthodox, and well-go-
verned churches in Christendom, or in that other world :
so as what learned Beza writes of Calvin’s being put
out of Geneva by certain wicked men (whither he was
afterwards recalled again with honour by the whole

» Google
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128 LIFE OF [1635.

to be bound up in five fair volumes in folio, (a good
part of it being read this year, 1635,) and therefore it
may hence be guessed by a certain proportion what I
read over at that place (where my book lay ready for
the most part) in ten years’ space; and so also of a
longer or shorter time.

This year brought forth many sad and dismal effects
in the public, both at home and abroad. In the Upper
Germany, the Emperor’s destroying army, since their
victory at Nordlingen last year against the Protestants,
went on conquering and spoiling all this year past,
without any the least considerable check or opposition :
so as all the countries and cities in the circles of Fran-
conia and Swabia were enforced to recede from the
league which they had made with the crown of Swe-
den. Nay, John George Duke of Saxony, that had so
often before betrayed the evangelical cause, did him-
self, before any necessity constrained him to falsify his
oath and faith given to the victorious King of Sweden
whilst he lived, on the 20th (30th) day of May last
past conclude a peace with the Emperor at the city of
Prague in Bohemia, and afterwards most wickedly
join his forces to the Popish armies for the utter de-
struction of the Swedes, who had so long protected him
and his country from ravaging and ruin. The Mar-
quis of Brandenburg, his fellow Elector, and the Duke
of Lunenburg, soon after followed his execrable ex-
ample ; which had they not done, they might cer-
tainly, by the assistance of the Swedes, have obtained
a far better and more honourable peace : whereas, the
articles drawn and concluded on at Prague as afore-
said, were most of them improbated® and detested by

* Disapproved.
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the Elector of Saxony’s own subjects. In the Lower
Saxony also, the States of the United Provinces, hav-
ing an assistance of about twenty thousand French
under the conduct of Marshal Chastillon, a great and
skilful commander, thought to have conquered the
Duchy of Brabant the summer foregoing. But their
too much confidence on the arm of flesh, and the ter-
rible rapes and cruelties committed by the French
at their taking the town of Tilmont, or Trenen, in
that Duchy, soon gave a check and stop to all their
victories ; for some four hundred soldiers surprised by
a sleight the impregnable fort called Shenks-sconce,
near the Velew, for the use of the Spanish Cardinal
Infanta : so as Henry Frederick, Prince of Orange,
general of the States army, was forced to leave his
initiated siege of Louvain to hasten to the defence of his
own city, which he did not recover for many months
after. The only good foreign news upon the matter
that this year yielded, was the conclusion of a new
truce between the crowns of Poland and Sweden in
September last past, for the space of twenty-six years
to come. This was the only hope I had left under
heaven that the Swedes might yet prove the means
and instruments to restore again the Gospel in Ger-
many.

At home the liberty of the subjects of England
received the most deadly and fatal blow it had been
sensible of in five hundred years last past; for writs
were issued the summer foregoing to all the sheriffs of
England, to levy great sums of money in all the coun-
ties of the same kingdom and Wales, under pretext
and colour to provide ships for the defence of the

YOL. 1L . - K

Google



130 LIFE OF [1635.

kingdom, although we were now in peace with all the
world, and the royal fleet was never stronger or in
better case.* The sum now to be levied came to some
820,000Z,and if this could be done lawfully, then by
the same right the King upon the like pretence might
gather the same sum ten, twelve, or a hundred times
redoubled, and so to infinite proportions to any one
gshire, when and as often as he pleased ; and so no
man was, in conclusion, worth anything.

I conceived the King himself might be informed this
taxation and levy was lawful; but it was afterwards
cleared by Sir George Crooke, Knt., one of the justices
of the King’s Bench, in his argument in the Exchequer
Chamber, Saturday, April the 15th, in the morning, (it
being then Easter Term, in the year of our Lord, 1638,)
that this taxation was absolutely against law, and an
utter oppression of the subjects’ liberty, who had such
a property in their goods as could not be taken from
them by any taxes or levies, but such only as were

* This unpopular tax was demanded in all parts of the kingdom,
under the alleged danger of the country from a league concluded be-
tween France and the United Provinces ; but as this proceeding was
in direct violation of what Charles had formerly pledged his word in
his speech before the two Houses, it was resisted by several persons,
and some even commenced proceedings against the collectors for
being concerned in an illegal imposition. But Charles, having pro-
cured the opinion of the judges in his favour, persisted in this and
other methods of obtaining a revenue, nearly as unwelcome to the
people ; in order, however, that some tangible pretence for levying the
ship-money might not be wanting, he prohibited all foreigners from
fishing on the British coast without his special permission. On
this point arose the celebrated controversy between Selden and
Grotius on the freedom of the ocean.
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enacted and set down by Act of Parliament. I omit
the vouching here of all the authorities, both in record
and in our printed law-books, which were cited at the
several arguings of this case, to prove the same taxes
to be against law and against the liberty of the subject,
to which I could have added divers others of mine own
reading out of records, because this would fill a volume
of itself. ~The very writ now sent to each sheriff was
a mere new invention, as Sir Richard Hutton, Knt., the
ancientest judge of the Court of Common Pleas, showed
afterwards in his argument in the same Exchequer
Chamber, and so void and against law @b initio. N ow
these two judges were great lawyers and most religious
honest men, and so their judgments did outbalance six
of their puisnes in all men’s opinions. Besides, they
were very aged, and so spoke as having one foot in the
grave, without fear or affection ; nay, they both pro-
fessed that the case was so clear and undoubted, that
they both must have sinned against their consciences,
and have temerated * the oath they had taken when
they were made judges, if they should have argued
otherwise; by which they made themselves to be re-
verenced in this age, and will for ever in their very
memories be dear to posterity. Sir John Denham, the
ancientest Baron of the Exchequer, gave the same
Judgment for the liberty of the subject. And, indeed
all our liberties were now at one dash utterly ruined
if the King might at his pleasure lay what unlimited
taxes he pleased on his subjects, and then imprison
them when they refused to pay; for though to take
men’s estates away might in the issue bring on po-

* Violated. Lat. zemero.
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verty and death, yet that is not so certain a way
nor so speedy to shorten our lives as imprisonment is,
where, by restraint of exercise and unwholesome air,
many men must as necessarily perish as by the sword.
Besides, what shall freemen differ from the ancient
bondsmen and villains of England, if their estates be
subject to arbitrary taxes, tallages, and impositions ?

We see it hath often fallen out in France and Ger-
many, that men have forsaken their houses and their
tillage, and left them to the next occupier, rather
than they would pay those levies and contributions
that were laid upon them. It is the honour of a king
to have his subjects rich,—nay, therein and in their
affections consists his own safety and his kingdom’s
strength, and that which depauperates them in their
estates, lessens them also in their affections.

In all my life I never saw so many sad faces in
England as this new taxation, called Ship-money, occa-
sioned ; nay, the grief and astonishment of most men’s
hearts broke out into sad and doleful complaints, not
only under the burthen they felt at the instant, but
with ominous presage of the issue ; for many refused
absolutely to pay, and most that did pay it, yielded
out of mere fear and horror of greater danger: whence
the before-mentioned Mr. Judge Hutton said plainly
in his argument, that “it was not the King’s prero-
gative to take his subjects’ goods from them with
their heartburnings.”

For mine own part, I so far desired the peace
and quiet of the kingdom, as I could have wish-
ed this tax had been annexed to the Crown (to
levy annually without alteration) by Act of Par-
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liament ; but thus to pluck away the subjects’ goods
and estates from them contrary to their ancient
and hereditary liberties, by force and power, what
can the issue of it be but fatal? Some were so over-
wise as to think the King the happier because he should
now never need any Parliament; but, alas! in that
they were grossly deceived, unless they will say it is
a happiness for a Prince to want the love of his sub-
jects, to have truth concealed from him, and to have
the distempers of Church and Commonwealth to grow
unto incurable diseases. I cannot say, but when the
nobility of England were in former times able to give
checkmate to their sovereigns, some Parliaments indeed
proved dangerous to the Crown and Sceptre ; but since
the Gospel filled our English horizon with its light,
the Parliaments have not only proved our princes’
most faithful counsellors, but their very sanctuaries
and fortresses ;—nay, the very expectation of them
hath heretofore restrained many men, both in Church
and Commonwealth, from malignant practices and
dangerous undertakings. Heresy, bribery, and oppres-
sion, and a world of other notorious crimes, will be
ready to walk impudently at noon-day, when the
good and godly are without hope, and the evil and
wicked without fear of a Parliament. For Kings
are but men ; and it is their miseries for the most
part, either not to be informed of the miseries and

_calamities of their subjects at all, or if they be,

to have the matter smothered up by some great
ones, or to have some private emolument by it;
which made our victorious William the First, com-
monly styled Conqueror, to be very desirous at the be-
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ginning of his reign to learn the native Saxon tongue,
that so he might be able to hear the complaints of
his new subjects, he fearing his Normans would be
too ready to oppress them.

We see the Mahometan princes amongst the Turks
and Persians have absolute power, not only over
the goods, but over the liberty and lives of their
subjects also; but are they any jot the happier
for this wicked and tyrannical government they
usurp and practise? Certainly not; for by this
means the very grounds and edifices of their domi-
nions are neglected and uncultured ; not a bashaw
scarce in Turkey, or a Persian lord under the
Sophi, dwelling in a fair and handsome house ;—nay,
their abject and servile estate under the Turk amongst
the very Grecians, where the arts and sciences seemed
anciently to inhabit, makes them to degenerate so
extremely, that there is scarce a man to be found in
all Greece either learned or nobly disposed : and yef,
actually, their estates are now no more taken from
them there than here amongst us, but because the
Sovereign hath the power, either to take their estates
from them, or to lay upon those estates what impres-
sions and tributes he pleaseth, which is all one upon
the matter; therefore they take little joy in what
they possess, regard not the improving of their lands
nor the state and strength of their houses, but give
themselves up for the most part to vice, idleness, and
luxury, as the Turks do.

Nay, the hereditary transmission of an inflamed
condition hath been accounted so odious and into-
lerable to the heathens themselves, as many of the
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Indians in the - western parts of the world, who
lived under the yoke of the Spaniard, did purposely
forbear accompanying with their wives, that so they
might not beget slaves. So as doubtless the King
of England, in respect of his own particular good,
and the preserving of the flourishing estate and safety
of this realm, should do a work worthy of himself, and
most acceptable to God Almighty, by abolishing for ever
by his public edict this unlawful, arbitrary, and un-
limited taxation. For though some of his predecessors
have, in times of war or invasion by the public enemy,
levied moneys without the public assent of their sub-
jects, yet in those cases of necessity they might also
have fired their houses over their heads, and burnt
up their corn upon the ground ; nor can one of those
illegal actions be done at any other time, as upon an
imaginary pretended necessity, and when no enemies
appear, and the like : for in times of war, laws must
keep silence, amidst drums, trumpets, and weapons.

There are only three cases in which, by the ancient
law of England, the Kings of that realm may require
aid of their subjects without the public consent of
the kingdom :—1st. In case the Sovereign be taken
prisoner, to redeem him. 2nd. For the knighting of
his eldest son. 3rd. For the marriage of his eldest
daughter, once only. But yet these aids are not like
this ship-money, without bounds or limits, to be levied
of all men, and in what proportion the King shall
please ; for they can only be levied of knights’ fees,
and such as hold their lands by that tenure; and the
utmost that can be required is but forty shillings upon
each knight’s fee.
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It is true, besides these three aids, which could
only be exacted of the freemen of this kingdom,
there were also tallages which the King might
levy upon all his tenants in ancient demesne, as
other lords of manors might tallagise on their
villains and customary tenants. But the other three
aids only exist at this day, the royal tallages being
for ever abolished by Act of Parliament in 1628.
And our Sovereign also, besides his royal assent given
to that Act, did, on the last day of that session of
Parliament, being Thursday, June the 26th, in the same
year, promise, on the word of a King, that his subjects
should never again have cause to complain of the like
taxes, aids, tallages, and loans ; which very speech,
by the singular providence of God, contrary to all for-
mer precedent and custom, was printed after that Act
of Parliament, and so remains to this day published
with it.

It is and shall be my daily prayer, that God may
open our Sovereign’s heart graciously and mercifully
to commiserate his poor subjects, and to abolish this
lamentable and fatal taxation, commonly called Ship-
money, that so his memory may be dear to pos-
terity, and his royal descendants after him may reign
happily to many generations.

Besides this great and dreadful wound inflicted
by this levy of Ship-money upon the subject’s li-
berty in general this present year, 1635, the county
of Essex had in particular a most heavy and fatal
blow ; for the whole shire, upon the matter, except-
ing the hundred of Tendring, which the inhabitants
had enjoyed quietly for about the space of four
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hundred years, free from forest laws, was found to
lie within the forest of Havering, otherwise called
the Forest of Essex. It was found to be so by a jury
of verderers, rangers, and other forest officers; and
that verdict afterwards adjudged to be good in law,
by Finch, Joanes, Treaver, and some other judges, of
which number the before-mentioned Crooke and Hutton
were none. The Crown and Sceptre are free from
this sad fate of that county; were that judgment
right or wrong, upon the consciences of the jury and
the judges it must rest to be determined at the last
dreadful day. God of his infinite mercy preserve the
true religion amongst us without the intermixtures of
heresy, superstition, and idolatry, whatsoever become
of our estates and fortunes !

As T ended December, so I began January, with
abstracting or transcribing several collections out of
the Communia Rolls of Henry the Third, which I found
in the Lord Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s Office ; which
study I continued, with little intermission, the whole
of the month.

On Tuesday, February the 2nd, I went to Newmar-
ket, where the King now lay, to see Charles Boissarie,
Prince Elector Palatine, his nephew, who was there
now with him, and had come out of the Low Countries
into England some months past, from Princess Eli-
zabeth, his mother, our King’s oﬂly sister. It was a wet
and windy day; and when I came to Newmarket I
understood the Prince was not very well, but kept
his bedchamber, and could not be seen. I therefore
began to repent me of my tedious journey, and was
making haste home again, when Walter Clopton, Esq.,

Google



138 LIFE OF | 1636.

my wife’s uncle, being then there, and acquainting one
Mr. Stone, who at this time attended the Prince Elec-
tor’s Highness, how far I had come that blustering day
to see him, and what my condition was, he sent me
word speedily I should not fail of my desire. So that
I had better success by this occasion than if the Prince
had been well ; for then I had only seen him, whereas
now I was brought to him, kissed his hand, and re-
ceived an expression from him, that he took himself to
be obliged to me that had come so far to see him.
Being desirous to hasten homewards, I stayed a very
little time in the Prince’s bedchamber, who was at
this time some seventeen or eighteen years of age, and
did in his favour® much resemble our King. The said
Mr. Stone accompanying me down, we fell in discourse
about the greatness of the Prince Palatine’s family, of
his sad and exiled condition, and of the means and
hopes that were left of his restitution. Irendered him
so full and satisfactory a resolution in each particular,
as he was very earnest with me to come the next day,
and discourse of the same particulars with the Prince
Elector himself. I readily assented, and the same
night, after my return home, looked out divers ancient
Roman coins, as well silver as copper, to bestow upon
the Prince.

The next morning, Wednesday, February the Third,
I went to Newmarket in my coach, carrying my wife,
my brother Richard D’Ewes, and my youngest sis-
ter Elizabeth D’Ewes, with me thither ; where having
dined in the afternoon, we were all admitted into the
Prince Elector’s bedchamber, who saluted my wife and

# Countenance.
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my sister, and gave my brother his hand to kiss. He
was marvellously pleased with the ancient Roman coins
I gave him, and then, leaving the Earl of Essex with
divers other noblemen at the fire, he retired with me
to a window, where I gave him such solid and faithful
advice for the recovery of his lost country and domi-
nions as he highly approved, and might, I believe, ere
this have been resettled in them, had it laid in his own
power to have put my advice in execution. God of
his infinite goodness grant his Highness and his royal
mother patience and supportation in all their great
and manifold calamities !

We afterwards took leave of his Highness, and
went that night to Fordham, some four miles from
Newmarket, to Walter Clopton, Esq., my wife’s uncle,
then residing there with his family, and lodged
at his house. The next morning, as I had appointed
with the above Mr. Stone, (to whom I had given
some Roman coins also of less value)) I came, with
my brother Richard D’Ewes, pretty early to New-
market ; and, though I found not him in the
Prince Elector’s lodgings, yet his other attendants had
taken so full notice of me, as I was immediately, upon
my coming, admitted into his bedchamber, where I
found him almost ready, and had some general dis-
course with his Highness. He was preparing for his
departure for Cambridge; and I, intending to have
been there some time before him, departed from New-
market with the said Mr. Stone, and two others that
had some relation to his Highness, about ten of the
clock in the morning, towards the University. But by
an unfortunate mistake of the way, my coach came
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thither some half an hour after the Prince Elector was
alighted at Trinity College. His Highness having seen
St. John’s College, King’s College Chapel, (and having
been welcomed with a Latin oration in each of those
two places,) went into the Regent House about three
of the clock in the afternoon, where he was made a
Master of Arts, which degree also I took with him, as
did many of the nobility and others. There was after-
wards a Latin comedy acted at Trinity College, the
hearing and sight of which I purposely avoided, be-
cause of women’s apparel worn in it by boys and
youths. At night, whilst the Prince Elector was at
supper, I stood behind his chair the greatest part of
the time, and had often discourse with him. After he
had supped, and was risen, I took my leave of him,
and saw him not for many months after.

Many great men in the English Court began upon this
occasion to take notice of me, because the Prince Elector
had expressed such extraordinary favour and respect
towards me, which I think he the rather vouchsafed me
because he understood my original to be out of the
Lower Germany, and that my ancient inheritance was
possessed by the bloody Spaniard. But I accounted
all these aulical favours to be but sandy foundations,
which could minister no solid content or satisfaction
to a mind accustomed to the raptures and delights of
study and knowledge.

Therefore, Friday, February the 5th, in the morning,
I departed pretty early from Cambridge, and came be-
fore dinner to my uncle Clopton’s, to Fordham, whence,
with my wife and the residue of our good company, I
returned the same afternoon to Stow Hall, and spent
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the remainder of the same month chiefly in abstracting
or transcribing several particulars out of the often
before-mentioned Communia Rolls of Henry the Third ;
which studies also took up the greatest part of the
ensuing month, though some hours were bestowed
upon comparing of some abstracts of the Escheat Rolls
of Henry the Eighth remaining in the chapel of the
rolls touching the county of Essex, which my servant
had copied out.

Saturday, March the 5th, I devoted to a family
humiliation and religious fasting with my wife and
most of our people.

Tuesday, March the 15th, Sir William Poley, Knt.,
of Boxtede, in the county of Suffolk, married my
youngest sister, Elizabeth D'Ewes, in Stowlangtoft
Church, between eleven and twelve of the clock in
the morning : who both of them sojourned with me
above a twelvemonth after their marriage.

Dr. Corbet, Bishop of Norwich, having deceased
some months since, Matthew Wren, Doctor of Divinity,
succeeded him ; whose commissioners in this his first
general visitation sat at Bury St. Edmunds, on Tues-
day, March the 29th, and there continued till Thursday
night, the last day of the same month. They ex-
amined the churchwardens upon many new and
strange articles never before used in the visitations
of former bishops since the reformation of the reli-
gion, in the beginning of Queen Elizabeth’s reign.
This ensadded the souls of all men that had any
true piety ; and these new impositions, many of them,
were conceived to be so dangerous and unlawful, as di-
vers godly, learned, and orthodox men either left their
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livings voluntarily, or were suspended and deprived
in the two counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, because
they would not yield unto them. And whereas, to
avoid idolatry, superstition, and offence, at the begin-
ning of the reformation of the Church in this realm,
the altars were removed and taken away in most
churches of England, and communion-tables* placed
instead of them ; now the communion-tables were re-
moved out of the middle‘of the chancels, and ordered
to be set up close to the east wall of the same chan-
cels, where the ground was to be raised and the table
to be railed in ; so as the charge of it in this diocese
to the extreme oppression of the poor inhabitants
(whose souls already groaned under the burthen of
the Ship-money tax) amounted unto between thirty
and forty thousand pounds, at an indifferent and rea-
sonable estimate and computation. The communion-
tables being thus placed altar-wise, the minister was
enjoined, both before the sermon and after his ser-
mon, to go up thither and to read some part of divine
service, which all the parishioners, I believe, could
not hear in any church, and not onme part in five

* This account of the dissensions in the Church may be
curiously contrasted with the proceedings of our own times in a
similar way; and it is perhaps somewhat remarkable that in one
instance the same place has been the scene of revived discussions
on the propriety of forms. Mr. Chancey, minister of Ware, having
opposed the construction of a rail about the communion-table in
the church of that parish “ as an innovation and snare to men’s
consciences,” was summoned before the High Commissioner, and
compelled to make a public recantation, after having been suitably
admonished by the Archbishop. See a further account in Rush-
worth, vol. ii. p. 816.
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in any of the greater churches. This made all men
wonder why these men, that so much cried up the
Common Prayer above preaching, would so far vilify it
as to have the minister run from the people, and to
read it at so far a distance as they could not possibly
hear, which is unquestionably unlawful ; as Bishop
Wren himself acknowledged unto me when I visited
him at Ipswich, as I have there set down at large, with
much more of my discourse with him.

I bestowed the greatest part of April till the eleventh
day of it, being Monday, in gathering notes out of the
Communia Rolls of the 52nd year of Henry the Third,
which I finished that forenoon ; and in the afternoon
proceeded with my collections out of an Itinerant Roll
of Pleas and Assizes in the county of Essex, out of
which I had taken many notes divers months before.
I continued my gleanings out of the same Roll till I
had finished it, on Thursday, May 12th, intermitting
those gleanings very little during the preceding days
of the same month : although I had one of the most
sad and dismal occasions to intermit them that ever
befel me, by reason of the loss of my most dear, tender,
and only son, Clopton I’Ewes, being one year and nine
months old. I have before shewed, in July, 1634,
when he was born, that by our pitching upon a proud,
fretting, ill-conditioned woman for a nurse, it was
doubtless the chief cause of his falling into fits of con-
vulsions—for the remedying of which an issue had
been opened in his neck, and divers other means had
been used ; but those means having been too violently
and unskilfully applied by Dr. Despotine, an Italian
physician in Bury, so wasted the young and weak
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body of the sweet child, as it drove him into another
disease, called the rickets, by which his lower parts
consumed and wasted away, and his life was no less
endangered than by his epileptic fits : so as he rested
unquietly each night almost, for two or three months
before he deceased, which made all persons of judg-
ment that saw him give him up for a dead child,
although I and my dear wife still fed ourselves with
hope that he might recover. Forty and four convul-
sion fits he had undergone from the 3rd of April, in
the year 1635, to the 4th of March then next ensuing,
being near upon a year's space, although they came
thicker at some times than at others. But the 8th
day of this instant May, being Sunday, he had one
convulsion fit, a little before two of the clock in the
afternoon, of which I fearing no great danger went to
Hunston Church, being near me. A little after my
return, between five and six of the clock the same day,
he had two other fits, in an instant almost one after
the other, which he never had before, but that always
there had been some intervient* distance of half an
hour or more between them. Before six of the clock
the ensuing morning, at times he was assaulted with
twelve fits more, amongst which some were so long
and terrible, as his very heart-strings seemed to break
within him. I was near him all the time, bestowing
my heavy tears, deep sighs, and humble prayers, upon
him. From the said hour of six till about two in the
afternoon he lay drawing on for the most part quietly,
about which hour the same Monday he rendered up
his blessed and innocent soul into the hands of his

* Intervening.
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heavenly Father, and left me the most sad and dis-
consolate father that could possibly be—so as I had no
other comfort for the present but in my good God,
on whom I looked as the author of this chastisement,
and therefore fled by prayers for supportation and
consolation ; and though I wanted my dear wife to
mourn with me (who had departed from Stow Hall on
Thursday, May the 5th, and was now at London, little
dreaming of the loss which had befallen her), yet even
that want ministered some comfort unte me, being glad
she was absent from those terrors and dolours I had
been sensible of, which would even have oppressed her
tender heart.

On Tuesday morning, May the 10th, between
eight and nine of the clock, was my deceased in-
fant’s corpse buried in Stowlangtoft chancel, close to
the west end of my father’s gravestone. I had spent
Saturday, May the 7th, in my ordinary course of reli-
gious fasting and humiliation, and therein especially
and purposely interceded with God for the life of my
poor and affectionate infant (who loved me most ar-
dently) ; and now that I had lost him, I began to con-
sider that this great affliction was sent upon me still to
humble me more and more, and to wean me from the
love of the profits and preferments of this life. I had
also some more sad presaging thoughts that God would
not vouchsafe me any male offspring to leave behind
me, to inherit my name and perpetuate my family :
nay, I began to consider that a higher Providence
might ere long call me to suffer for his name and
Gospel, or might prepare a way for my passage into
America. I desired in all to submit to God’s will, and

VOL. 11 L

Google



146  LIFE OF [1636.

‘often implored this mercy of him—that I might never
suffer as an evil-doer, and that he would never lay
more upon me in suffering for a good cause than I
should be able to bear.

Saturday, May the 14th, I rode early in the morn-
ing from Stow Hall to Much Bromley, in the county of
Essex, to my brother and sister Bowes, whither I came
about ten of the clock the same forenoon, and found
my loving sister there, especially sympathizing with
me in my tears and condolements, which the same
day in the evening met with a more hearty mourner
also ; for about six of the clock that afternoon, my
wife, accompanied with my brother and sister Poley,
was returned so far homewards from London. I looked
out of the south window of the dining-room upon her,
as she entered into the inner court, and saw her look
so cheerfully and confidently, as I much pitied her in
respect of her near approaching lamentation. She yet
knew nothing of her inestimable loss, nor of my being
there ; which made her, as soon as she came into the
dining-room and saw me, instantly to fall a-shaking,
and, scarce being able to speak in respect of the abun-
dance of tears that issued from her, intermixed with
many sobs, preventing my sad relation, by interrupting
me with, “Is the boy dead ?” I had not yet spent my
store of sorrow so far, but that I could have joined
afresh in lamenting with my dearest ; but being desi-
rous to minister comfort to her, I suppressed the out-
ward expressions of mine own grief as much as possibly
I could, and used the best arguments I had to mould
and frame her to patience and moderation. We both
found the sorrow for the loss of this child, on whom
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WILL OF SIR SIMONDS D’EWES.

A Translation of my last Will and Testament into
English, out of the original penned in the Latin
tongue.

In the name of the Holy and Undivided Trinity :
Seeing it hath pleased God, the Father of Mercies, that
I should not only live to see Paul D’Ewes, Esquire, and
Cecilia his wife, the sole daughter and heir of Richard
Simonds, Esquire, of Coxden, whilst he lived, in the
county of Dorset, my dear parents, interred ; but also
the course of nature being interverted, I should over-
live Paul I’Ewes, my second brother, lamented from his
cradle, and Clopton D’Ewes, Adrian D’'Ewes, Gerrardt
D’Ewes, and Clopton D’Ewes, the second of that name,
my four innocent sons (whom I begat on my entirely
beloved wife Anne, the only daughter and heir of Sir
William Clopton, Knight, of Luton’s Hall, commonly
called Kentwell, in the county of Suffolk, deceased)
taken out of this world in their infancy : I, Simonds
D’Ewes, Knight, of Stow Hall, in the county of Suf-
folk aforesaid, a miserable sinner, am admonished by
so many domestic casualties and losses, seriously to
consider of mine own death, and to dispose of my out-
ward estate, which the Divine Providence hath with a
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plentiful hand bestowed on me, by this my last Will
and Testament. In the first place, I render all pos-
sible thanks to God Almighty that he vouchsafed me
the blessedness to live in the Church, to enjoy the
light of the Gospel, and to be a partaker of the Sacra-
ments, nor did withdraw from me his divine assist-
ance, but did so far endue me with a lively faith, a
certain hope of eternal life, and an inward hatred of
all sin whatsoever, that I did not only most firmly
believe in God the Father and in Jesus Christ his
beloved Son, begotten by him from eternity, whom he
sent into the world, conceived by the Holy Ghost in the
womb of the most blessed Virgin Mary, but am also
most assuredly persuaded of the truth of all other fun-
damental points of the Christian Religion, warranted
by the authority of the Holy Scriptures; and do firmly
believe that T was elected from all eternity, that I am
redeemed, cleansed, and justified by the precious blood
of our Saviour ; that I am in some measure sanctified
by the Holy Ghost ; and that I shall at least live eter-
nally with the blessed company of glorified saints in
Heaven. In the faith I profess myself to live, and do
by my daily sighs and prayers beg of God, with all
earnestness, that I may continue in the same faith
constantly and without doubting to my last gasp.
And I do further supplicate and implore His infinite
compassion, that when my last hour shall approach,
as a time expected and looked for by me, my soul
may be carried by his angels into Abraham’s bosom,
there to enjoy eternal happiness with the residue of
his saints and elect children. I desire my body, in
the assured expectation of its resurrection, may be
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decently buried in the day-time without all vain and
superstitious pomp, a godly minister preaching my
funeral sermon. Where my body shall be interred I
have not yet resolved, but desire my faithful wife,
if I shall not appoint a place before my decease, to
cause the same to be entombed in the same place
where she doth intend to be buried herself ; and
that she cause a marble stone to be laid upon the place,
with the epitaph engraven on a piece of brass and
fastened to the stone, which I shall add at the end
of this my last will and testament. I bequeath to
Adrian D’Ewes, my young son yet crying in the cradle,
or to any other of my sons hereafter to be born, who
shall prove my heir, (if God shall vouchsafe unto me a
masculine heir by whom my surname and male line
may be continued in the ages to come,) my precious li-
brary, in which I have stored up for divers years past
‘with great care, cost, and industry, divers originals
and autographs, ancient coins of gold, silver, and brass,
manuscripts, or written books, and such as are im-
printed ; and it is my inviolable injunction or behest,
that he keep it entire, and not sell, divide, or dissipate
it. Neither would I have it locked up from further-
ing the public good, the advancing of which I have
always endeavoured ; but that all lovers of learning, of
known virtue and integrity, might have access to it at
seasonable times, so that they did give sufficient se-
curity to restore safely any original or autograph, any
manuscript, or any material to be borrowed out of the
same library, without blotting or erasimg, or defray-
ing it.* But if God hath decreed now at last to add

* Tearing.
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an end to my family in the male line, as it was lately
exposed to great contempt in the depressed condition
of Adrian D’Ewes, my great-grandfather, and of Geer-
ardt D’Ewes, my grandfather, his most holy and just
will be done! And then my will is, that my said
library, or paper treasury, shall be entirely possessed
by my eldest daughter ; upon this condition—that she
herself, if she be unmarried, or he whe shall then be
her husband, before they have possession given them
of my said library, shall enter into a bond of a thou-
sand pounds penalty to my most dear wife, if she be
then living, or to my other daughters or their husbands
in case my wife be then deceased, that neither he
nor she shall or will sell away or dissipate all or
any part of my said library, nor willingly suffer the
same to be sold away or dissipated. Which if he
or she shall do, then my will and intent is, that my
said library shall remain entirely to my next daughter
upon like security, and so from daughter to daughter,
till it shall come to my brother Richard, if all my
daughters shall either refuse to put in caution, or shall
break the condition. Yet I ordain as before, that not
only all lovers of learning of an upright or honest
life, well known, may have access to it at seasonable
times, but that also all original deeds or autographs, all
copies, and all other collections which concern mine own
family, or my wife’s, or any other families from whom
we are descended, may freely be lent to my other
daughters or their husbands, upon security given for
the safe restitution of them, that they may transcribe
from those materials what they please. For though-I
have, amongst my more serious and more profitable
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~studies, stored up many particulars of that kind, yet
I shall call God himself to witness, that I abhorred all
fucacy,® and lying inventions, and that I only sought
after the very truth, as well in these things as in all
other my elucubrations, whilst I searched amongst the
King’s records or public offices. I bequeath three
silver goblets of an ancient fashion, gilt, which
Thomas Simonds, my great-grandfather by the mo-
ther’s side, gave unto Richard Simonds, Esquire, his
second son, afterwards of Coxden, in the county of
Dorset, the father of Cecilia, my truly religious
mother, and all the pictures which remain at Stow
Hall, my mansion-house, unto the said Adrian D’Ewes,
my young son, now living, lately born, or to any other
son my dearly beloved wife shall hereafter be delivered
of, who shall prove my heir. But if the Divine Pro-
vidence shall take out of this world all my issue
male, without issue, and that I shall leave the greater
part of my estate to be divided amongst my daugh-
ters; then I give those three gilt silver goblets to
Richard D’Ewes, my only brother, if he be then living,
and all the said pictures to my eldest daughter. I
bequeath to my faithful wife all my silver plate or
vessels, her own jewels, pearls, wearing-apparel, as
also my coach, and four coach-horses. As a further
increase likewise of her first jointure, I bequeath to her
the farm-rent of fourscore and nine pounds, issuing
out of Lavenham Hall, and the lands let with it to
one John Scott, and eleven pounds yearly, to be paid
her out of the chief rents of Lavenham. Whatsoever
of my estate shall remain over and above my wife’s

* Colouring.
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jointure, which with the addition amounts to about
seven hundred pounds per annum, and above my heir’s
entire third part of the whole, if I have one son or
more, I will that the same, as also my wife’s jointure
after her decease, do remain in the hands of my ex-
ecutors, to whose faith and trust I commit it ; that
they may thence receive all manner of profits, whence
my younger sons with my daughters may be brought
up virtuously and according to their birthright, and
that there may be paid to each of them two thousand
pounds of lawful money of England,—to wit, to each
son after he shall have accomplished the age of eigh-
teen years, and to each daughter after she shall have
accomplished the age of fifteen years. Which being
fulfilled, I will that all my estate shall devolve to
my heir if he be then of full age; and that my exe-
cutors, having made a perfect account before him of
all receipts and payments, shall pay in unto him or
deliver whatsoever moneys or other goods shall remain

in their hands. I also entreat and desire my beloved

wife, that she would purchase of the King or his
officers the wardship of our children, whether I shall
leave a male or a female heir at the time of my
decease under age, which that it may be compassed
without borrowing upon usury, let money be raised by
the sale of my household-stuff and goods, not else-
where particularly disposed of in this testament, by
the advice of my executors,—or else let some farms be
let out for some terms of years, for a fine paid down
and a small rent reserved ; so that she buy the said
wardship to the only use and benefit of our heirs
successively, one after another, and that she take
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especial care to provide for their security before she
enter into treaty for her second marriage. Neither
would I have the moneys to be received out of my
lands or otherways, to be put out to use, or for any
reservation of the principal with a certain increase ;
but that out of these receipts, some rent, or some uncer-
tain profits may yearly be bought if they can be had.
Uncertain profits I call them, where the principal is
lost and the payments depend upon an uncertain
contingency ; as if an hundred and fifty pounds be
given to one, and in lieu of it, twenty pounds be
reserved to be paid yearly to one of my daughters
during her life ;— or if a hundred pounds be paid
down, and in lieu of it being lost, there be reserved
twenty and four pounds and ten shillings, to be paid
yearly for five years next following, if three or two at
the least of my daughters, or any of them, do so long
live ; —or lastly, that a hundred pounds be paid
without any yearly payment reserved, yet with this
agreement, that two hundred pounds be repaid at
the end of seven years, if three or two of my daugh-
ters, or either of them, be then alive. Of all which a
like proportion and equity may be observed in a greater
or lesser sum; and in limiting the payment for the lives
of my daughters, or of some other third person, I give
also absolute power and authority to my faithful wife,
as long as she continues a widow, and after her death
or marriage, to my executors, to sell, if they shall see
or conceive it absolutely necessary, two full third parts
of my whole estate, not hereafter limited or tied to my
brother ; and I do enjoin them, as they will answer to
God himself, that after my legacies paid, they do ex-
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pend or lay out the moneys so to be received sincerely
and faithfully for the use and benefit of my heir or
heirs. Yet as soon as my heir shall attain to the age of
twenty-one years, their power of selling two parts of the
estate shall cease and be void. But if it shall please
God, infinite in goodness and greatness, to take from
me my dear son, Adrian D'Ewes, at this time living,
(whom the Divine Hand mercifully bestowed upon
me when I was almost out of all hope of ever having
a son), and shall likewise take out of this world to
himself all my other masculine issue which with his
good pleasure shall hereafter be born unto me, and
shall leave me no children to survive me but daugh-
ters, then I bequeath and give my manor of Stowlang-
toft, with the advowson of the church of the same
town, and all other appurtenances, and all my other
lands lying in the same town of Stowlangtoft, and all
my chief rents and seigniory, with all the superiorities
and the advowson of the church of my manor of La-
venham, as also the fairs and markets pertaining to
the same manor in the county of Suffolk aforesaid, to
my only brother, Richard D’Ewes, for the term of his
life, the remainder to his first-begotten son, and to the
heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, and so from
son to son, so long as any issue male shall survive, the
remainder to mine own right heirs. ~ Yet upon condi-
tion that my said brother do pay or cause to be paid
to my daughters, equally to be divided between them,
four thousand pounds of good and lawful money of
England, in manner and form following—that is to
say, the first year after he hath attained to the right
or possession of the said manors, with appurtenances,
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one thousand pounds, the second year one thousand
pounds, the third year one thousand pounds, and the
fourth year one thousand pounds, in the Middle Temple
Hall of London ; and if my said brother or his heirs
male shall fail in all or any of the said payments, the
said legacy and donation shall be void and frustrate,
and the same manors, with the advowsons of the
churches, and all other their appurtenances, shall re-
main entirely to my daughters and to their heirs. I
bequeath to the poor of Lavenham twenty pounds, of
Stowlangtoft twenty pounds, of Milding five pounds, of
Melford ten pounds, in the same county of Suffolk ;
and to the poor of Chardestock, in the county of
Dorset, where I was born, at Coxden, the mansion-
house of my grandfather by the mother’s side, upon
the 18th day of December in the year of our Lord
1602, ten pounds, to be paid within two months after
my decease ; as also eleven pounds to Lodowich
Thewes, dwelling in London, the son of Isaac Thewes,
the son of Lodowich Thewes, son of Jacob Thewes of
Bergherhoudt, whilst he lived, being a village in the
duchy of Brabant, my kinsman, as I learned some few
years since from Isaac Thewes aforesaid, his father,
being originally descended from the same Sicambrian
or Geldrian stock or lineage, which I myself am. My
fourth sister, Cecilia, being taken out of this vale of
misery as soon as she had newly passed the years of
her infancy, I have still four sisters remaining alive :—
Joan, the wife of Sir William Eliot, Knight ; Grace,
married to Wiseman Bohenham, Esquire, son and heir
of Sir Henry Bohenham, Knight, deceased ; Mary, the
wife of Sir Thomas Bowes ; and Elizabeth, the wife of
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Sir William Poley, both Knights ;—to each of which
my sisters that be living at the time of my decease I
give a diamond ring, of ten pounds value, to be deli-
vered within half a year after my decease. I ordain
the residue of all my moveable goods and household
stuff (excepting tables, forms, high bedsteads, and
trundle bedsteads, of mere wooden work, and all my
iron vessels, brass and pewter, which I bequeath to my
heir) to be sold by my executors with all speed possi-
ble—that with the money raised by the sale of them,
the wardship of my heir or heirs, as I have before inti-
mated, might be bought. I reserve also absolute power
to myself to declare by a codicil apart, if my life con-
tinue, concerning other things by me to be bequeathed,
and legacies to be disposed of to them who now are,
or hereafter shall be my servants, what I shall further
ordain : yet so as it shall not amount in the least
measure to a revocation of this my last will and testa-
ment, both of which I will to be firm, stable, and per-
manent,—of which I appoint my executors Sir Thomas
Bowes, Knight, my brother-in-law, Arthur Barnardiston,
Esquire, my wife’s cousin-german by her mother’s
side, and Richard Edwards, Esquire, of Arlsey in the
county of Bedford, my intimate friends, of whose piety
and integrity I am fully assured. I bequeath to
each of them, at the end of every three years, ten
pounds, that they®ake care of the estate I shall leave,
and for the bringing up of my children, if my dearly-
beloved wife shall decease before they come to years
of discretion ; and that at the end of every three
years they do altogether, or two of them, before my
said wife and brother, give up an account of all
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accidents, so I presume in equitie and wisdome, you
will not lend credit unto flyinge reports, before mani-
fest knowledge and certaintie of truthe; that uppon
triall, misdooers may be accordingly censured, or
misreporters (with deserved rewarde of vile busie
bodies) reape disgrace (as they are gracelesse) and
utter displeasure (as they are utterly displeasinge to
honest mindes). Necessitie of publique busines causeth
with sorrowe my absence from Kentwell ; wherup-
pon I am bould to intreate your worshipfull to be
satisfied by my letters present, which I write as dip-
pinge my penne in my hearte, deliveringe (I protest
uppon my salvation) unto you y°* naked truthe of my
inwarde thoughts and knowledge concerninge that
matter and reporte of your grandchilde Mr. W. Clop-
ton’s marriage and contract unto one of Doctor Duport’s
daughters.

That I should privily consent unto any such under-
hand dishonest dealinge, I utterlie denie, and in de-
niall thereof for ever defye it; withall I protest unto
your worshipfull, that neither that or any such mar-
riage or love matter was ever moved unto mee, or once
mencioned in my presence, or any tyme bred in my
thoughts. Nay, though all my friends livinge should
persuade mee unto such a thinge, I would not yield
unto it, against your Worship whom so derely I reve-
rence ; neither would I permitt any man to seduce
Mr. Clopton so to his overthrowe, whose welfare I
preferre before myne owne. From whom such a
report should rise T know not. About a quarter of a
yeare since, Mr. Clopton was, amongst other fellowes

and gentlemen of our colledge, drawne by paper lotts
a2
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lords, and twenty-four of their new companies,—six
of each regiment ; the rest are disposed of to their
severall garrisons. His Excellency took not his way
directly towards Breda, for the relieving of it,—as
being able for awhile to hold the Marquisate play
enough of itselfe, he having formerly put one hundred
and twenty-four of the bravest companies of all the
land into it,-who will sell their lives at as high a
rate as the enemy is able to give for them,— but
marched into Cleveland, and upon Thursday, Sept. 7,
came before the town of Cleve, which the Spaniard
had taken in some two or three months since, and
begun to fortify. Upon the summons, the town would
not yield, but at the very first peice of cannon shot
against it, they came upon the walls and rendred
themselves, and immediately delivered up the keys;
but the castle was obstinate, (the Spaniards seeing that
the town yielded, all retired thither,) and would not
submit; soe batteries were planted, and our cannon
played all the day upon it, and in the closing of the
evening the captain was slain ; whereupon they came
to parley, and rendered all to save their lives, which
was granted. His Excellency would willingly leave
the town absolutely neutral, (a course usuall in these
low country wars, but it must be by mutuall consent
of both sides,) and hath sent about it to the enemy,
which if it be not accorded unto, he will demolish the
castle,—which, in my mind, were a great pity, it being
a very goodly thing, and the ancient seat of the Dukes
of Cleve. This morning, amongst others, myself went
into the castle to see what spoil the cannon had made;
where, amongst many remarkable things, I hold it not
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Dutch, — coward. In that regard, his Excellency
did rather amuse the enemy than molest him : small
skirmishes and single encounters passed dailie, and no-
thing else worth writing. That design not taking, he
gives speedy orders to dislodge, and so divided the
goodliest army that hath been seen a long time, con-
sisting then of two hundred and fifty brave companies
of foot, forty-five troops of horse, and one hundred and
thirty pieces of cannon, together with abundance of
nobles and gallants of several nations: so much canon
hath noe Prince of Christendom had in the field these
hundred years. The enemy lay so strongly in-
trenched, that there was no going upon that side;
being divided, the one half went upward with Count
Harry, and with him my Lord of Oxford and my Lord
Willoughby ; the other he brought downwards under
his own command, and with him my Lord of South-
ampton and my Lord Essex; and here at Rosendael
we are to try to see if we can cut off the enemyes
convoyes from Antwerpe and Leige, as Count Harry
is to attempt the like on the other side from the Basse
and the countries there about, and soe starve the Mar-
quis, if it may be, that his own necessities may inforce
him to rise, which, if we cannot doe, we shall hardly
relieve the town, but it will be lost. Yet to this day
he hath made noe shot against the town, which grieves
the gallants that are in it, to loose it and not strike a
stroake for it. It is so blocked up that they cannot
stir; and the Marquis hath soe entrenched and blocked
up himselfe too, that he cannot be fought withal but
upon terrible disadvantage, which the Prince of Orange
likes not by any means. The town is victualled for

Google




=
<
9
I
-
=
g
mO
BE
S n
o
w
=
=
]

Digitized by Google

21b00h-pdgasn ssadodesbaoisnayTyiey mmm//:dily / pazrtatbip-916009 ‘utewoq 2T1gnd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E "dpw/szez/3auralpuey - 1py//:sdily / IWO 2Z:8T 6T-TT-TZ0Z U0 eTueAlAsuuad jo ALTSIDATUN 1e pajedausy




=
<T
9
=
e
=
e
mO
PE
o0
o
w
>
=
=

Digitized by Google

216006 -pdgasn ssadoe/bio isnaaTyiey mmm//:dily / pazritbrp-91boon ‘utewoq 211gnd
LL6LLB6TOSTOGE "dpu//z0Z/32U"d1puey 1py//:sd1ly / 1W9 ZZ:8T 6T-TT-7ZOZ U0 eTUBATASUUSd Jo ALTSIDATUN 1B PIE.dud9




=
<
o
T
O
ES
Eow
mo
5
S &
o
w
=
=
=)

Digitized by GOOS[C

21b00b-pdgasn ssadoe/ba0 1snayTyiey -mmm//:diy /7 pazrtitbrp-o16oon ‘utewoq 211gnd
LL6LLB66TOSTO6E "dpu//Zoz/32u a1puey 1py//:sdily / LW9 ZZ:8T 6T-TT-ZZ0Z uo erueAlAsuuad jo AITSISATUN 1B Pale.auag




=
<C
O
I
e 2
=
o
mO
BPE
S &
o
w
=
=
=

Digitized by GO()SIQ

21600bh-pdgasn ssadoe/ba0 1snayTyiey -mmm//:dily / pazrtitbrp-o1b6o09 ‘utewoq d211g9nd
LL6LLB6TOSTO6E "dpu//zoz/32u a1puey 1py//:sdily / LW ZZ:8T 6T-T1-2ZOCT U0 BTUBATASUUS4 JO ALTSIDATUN 1B pajedauag




=
<
o
T
O
ES
Eow
mo
52
S &
o
w
=
=
=)

Digitized by Google

21b00b-pdgasn ssadde/biaorisnayTyiey -mmm//:dily / poaztitbip-91bo09 ‘utewoq 2T1gnd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E " dpu//zoz/32u alpuey 1py//:sdily / 1WO 2Z:8T 6T-TT-7Z0Z U0 eTueAlAsuuad Jo ALTSIDATUN 1B Pale.auay




176 " CORRESPONDENCE OF

Upon which, whether some expected hee should have
spoken moore, others hearing not well what he saied,
hinderd those by questioning which might have heard,
or that the newnes and greatnes of the action busied
men’s thoughts, or the presence of soe deare a King
drew admiring silence, so that those which weere
nearest doubted what to doe, but not one worde fol-
lowed till my Lorde of Arundel tolde them, They
should crie out, “ God save King Charles !”

Upon which, as ashamed of ther first oversight, a
little shouting followed. At the other sides, wheere
he presented himselfe, ther was not the like failing.
Then going from this erected stage downe into St.
Edward’s cheppel, Dr. Senhouse, Bishopp of Carlile,
preached, of which expect thee imprinting* and my si-
lence ; before which the organs and quire answeered to
two Bishopps, whoe upon ther knees sang the letanie.
Then followed his Majestie’s coronation, wheere be-
cause the putting on of his crimson shirte, the anoint-
ing of his naked shoulders, armes, hands, and head,
weere arcana, a traverse was drawen, and I dare say
boldlie few moore single persons then ther weere thou-
sands within the church saw it : yet might wee guesse
wheft the anointed glories and quoife, and robes, and
crowne weere brought, then those weere to bee put on.
The Archbishopp performed the wunction, which I
doubted hee should not, by reason of suspicion of irre-
gularitie upon the unfortunate killing of a man some

* Dr. Senhouse’s sermon was published in 1627, in a work
called, ““ Foure Sermons preached at the Court upon several occa-
sions.”
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few yeares since : * then receaved his Majestie the com-
munion ; and after, crowned, in his purple robes,
ascending the stage and throne, tooke homage of all
the Peres-—they putting ther handes into his, and being
kissed by him, did him both homage and fealtie.
Then returned hee into an inner chappell, and ther
putt on blacke velvett robes, lined with ermine, and soe
crowned went backe to Westminster hall in the same
manner hee had come thither, wheere everie Lorde
delivered backe againe his regalia. The crowne hee
wore was narrower and higher than that my Lorde
of Pembroke carried, yet both incomparablie rich.
After the King's crowning, all the Earles and Viscounts
putt on ther coronets and capps, the Bishopps their
capps ; the Barons continued bare. Before this, the
Lorde Keeper gave His Majestie’s free pardon to all
that would take it out, which was followed by an
exceeding acclamation.

The Lorde Conway tooke place of all barons, being
a baron and principall secretarie : else hee goeth below
them. The Queene was neither crowned nor at the
church, yet saw their going. Other newes there is
much, which my little time suffring mee not to write,
I rest, Your ever devoted freind,

Symonps D'Ewgs.

I desire my bounden respects may not be forgotten
to my Ladye and the rest at Dalham, nor to Mr.
Morelie and his Ladie, and Sir Roger Thornton, when
you see them, to whome you may please to communi-

* D’Ewes has more particularly mentioned this unfortunate

accident in his Autobiography. :
VOL. II. N
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converse of such worthie freinds as yourselfe ; yett I
am gladd when Erasmus tels mee that letters are
absentium amicorum colloguia.

Ordinarie newes I omitt, such I call Parliamentarie,
of the Lower House, and forraine : such everie man
will tell you. Two things I am a little acquainted
with : thus take 1.— The Earle of Oxford’s case
hath beene three severall dayes debated in the Upper
House of Parliament, yet the olde matters have onlie
been renewed. The writer of that act of Parliament
of the 16th of Richard 2nd having written heires
madles for heires masles, as I saw it in the recorde ;
upon which my Lorde Willoughbie’s counsell, though to
little purpose, made a great deale of pudder,® for all
the acts of Parliament from Edw. 3 time till Ri. 2 are
enroled in french. The Lords inclined much to Robert
de Vere—the name sounded better than Bertue—and I
hope hee will have it. ~For the Great Chamberlaine-
shipp of England, the King pretends (but the Duke
intends to have it) a title to it. I wish now the noble
gentleman weere soe happilie married as to have some-
what to support his honour, which else will prove but
magni nominis wmbra.—2. Which is the busines I
know you desire to bee ascertained of:—my Lorde
of Arundel’s case is not soe badd as the world takes it.
You know hee is a most indulgent man to his wife’s
children, and hath in his sonn’s hearing often said hee
referred his sonn’s match to himselfe. Hee often vi-
siting the Dutchesse of Richmond, shee would bee sure
to have her kinswoman, the Ladie Elizabeth Stuart,
borne Julie 17, 1610, there ; and soe often caused them

* Bother, perplexity.
N2
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180 CORRESPONDENCE OF

to meete, and soe cunninglie would leave them toge-
ther, as, to use Bardaie’s wordes, prius amarent quam
aliquid de amando statuissent. True it is, young
Campbel, the Earle of Argile’s sonne, (being 4th
Earle of Scotland,) had leave of the King to marrie
her if hee could gett her; but neither her mother,
Dutchesse, nor herselfe, ever gave him any welcome.
I thinke that some propositions had been formerlie
made about this match ; King James desired it, and
the Duke ; but Arundel then excused it, alledging his
detts and this Ladie’s little portion. Hee is at large
in the Tower ; they are confined, and one bedd holdes
them at Lambeth ; but the Upper House, conceiving
this stemme to have fallen by the Duke’s meanes,
question alreadie his commitment,* and beginn to
desire his enlargement. My page bids mee rest.
Your most obliged freind,
SYMONDS.

I owe my Ladie manye thanks for her many tokens

of severall——.

Let mee entreate you, sir, when Sir William Spring
shall returne you the Oxford bible, that you would
send it to Mr. Meade, and desire him from mee to
lend it to Mr. Beeston, of St. John’s, or to John
Scott, of Cambridge, whoe hath sent to mee to desire it
of mee.

1626, Mar.

* The Earl of Arundel was at length released, but not till after
a series of petitions and remonstrances from the House of Lords
had been presented to Charles, They will be found at length in
Rushworth, vol. i.
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SIR SYMONDS D’EWES TO SIR MARTIN
STUTEVILLE.

Dinner at the Dutch Ambassador’s.—Conversation on
Continental Affairs.

NoBLE SiIg,

WaEeN I seriouslie consider your owne and your
Ladie’s unwearied goodnes towards mee, ther being in
myselfe not the least impulsive cause of it, I cannot
more rejoice in this, than bee troubled that it lies not
in my power to tender you soe manie and soe due
expressions of thankefullnes as I desire ; nor were
your owne and Sir George Le Hant’s letters lesse then
the welcome messengers of a full satisfaction, in which
your great respect and love towards mee shine foorth
in the least occasion I cann offer you. Nor is your
prudent caveat other than necessarie upon this emer-
gent occasion, for I would I could say not onlie that I
have gained some kindred but noe friends, for I may
rather say enemies. But my resolution, I thanke God,
was long since laied.

I staied in London but a se'night, and in that time
was entreated twice to dinner by my entire ac-
quaintance, the Dutch Embassadour, wheere I mett
likewise with the Lorde Coatz, now lodging in the
same house, an eloquent speaker and a great antiquarie,
from whom I was assured how much comforte hee,
with his companion, found from his Majestie and the
Counsell, whoe deale soe freelie, soe openlie, and soe
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THE D'EWES FAMILY. 183

sonn’s admission ; but thus much may bee done in
his absence as well as if hee weere heere, and had
been done ere this, but that I desire to know whether
you will have him speciallie or generallie admitted,
and whether you would have a chamber for him, of
which ther bee now, by reason of some new buildings,
manye vacant and good choice. The speciall admit-
tance is a little the dearer, yet doth it leave a man
free ; and the generall, for him that intends to bee a
perpetuall student, is as good ; else if hee forfeits the
readings, hee will soon make upp the admittance in
payment of those penalties, upon the least direction
from you. I shall expedite either way to your con-
tent, and shall bee gladd if I may proove able to make
upp anye small parte of the great dett I owe your-
selfe, and ever honoured Ladye, to anye of yours by
anye office of love and service.

Good sir, pardon my brevitie ; you cann beare mee
witnes I rather fastidiate my freinds with length, then
frustrate ther expectacion with shortnes, for the most
parte. Now my occasions, though not great, yet are
manie ; in which I speake unfeinedlie. I desire your
sonne may spend those houres well which I have spent
amisse. I hope you cannot sitt drie in this deluge of
portentous newes. I will request pardon if I say onlie,
I had rather see the Duke’s reformation then ruine,

~ yet rather his then the weale publicke.

Your most obliged freind,
Symonps I’EwEs.

Midd. Templ. 1626, May 2.

I pray, Sir, bee pleased to remember my father’s
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and my Ladie’s kindest respect, and my owne service
to your good Ladie, being all sent heerein closed to
yourselfe.

SIR,

I must now offend in that length which I had
before excused : yet that you may see I was both
mindfull of your selfe and busines, I have made bolde
to send you this letter as it was first written, adding
this postseript. Your sonne is now speciallie ad-
mitted, in which hee hath lost noe ground by staying,
for I have antedated his entrance to the 26 of April,
and had gone further back, but that other admittances
doe immediatelie precede.

As much of the fine was omitted as usuallie is to
anye, except a bencher’s sonne ; in which mine owne
acquaintance with the Treasurour was seconded with
his knowledge of your father and yourselfe, being Mr.
Nicholas Hyde. As for the Reader’s feast, you need not
feare it ; it layes hold upon none but elder brothers.
At his comming into commons hee must enter into a
bonde, in which I intend to bee one suretie, and either
of your nephewes will serve for another. Of chambers
ther now are, and are alwayes like to bee, good choice :
yet, as long as Mr. Holland keepes his, I conceive it
would bee a reciprocall good turne for them to lend
it rather than to let it stand emptie. How soone his
comming upp shall bee, your own consideration joined
with his inclination, may determine, seeing a year,
more or lesse, is not much materiall.

My Lorde Dighie hath moderatelie well satisfied the
hour, the Duke still sitting ther, although accused of
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the same treason as Bristoll was ; both houses stomacke
it. And for imployment, or matters of state, it was
the Learned Okinius, Lorde Embassadour of the States,
saying to mee, Nikil omnino negotiorum vel publice
administrationis remittit. From him I likewise learned
Hispanos annone penuria laborare, soe ther fleet 18
not feared this yeare. Finallie, from France, his owne
words, as I remember, were, Doctissime custodie Regis
Jrater cum Marchione Occono ex Italico stemmate ori-
undo principisque super visore committitur. The cause
is unknown ; for Parliament newes, though I feare you
have it, I have sent you Bristol’s articles against the
Duke ; those of the Lower House, shortlie to bee trans-
mitted, containe some fifteen sheetes of paper. I pray
pardon the indecent length and scribbling of him that
ever remaines the same the precedent page left him, &c.

May 11.

I would entreate you to send these articles to Sir
W™ Spring, with his letter ; whoe, after perusal,
(if you thinke hee hath them not alreadie,) may re-
turne them.

If your man’s stay continue much Tonger, I feare my
letter will loose that title and become a curranto :
London, like Africa, semper aliquid novi parens. The
Duke’s crimes are now transmitted by right men: on
Monday, the 8 of this May, spake Sir Dudlie Diggs, in
the afternoone, comparing the Duke to a comet exhaled
out of base and putrid matter ;* then followed him,

* See Sir Dudley’s whole speech on this occasion in Rushworth,
vol. i. p. 808. The simile was not made in exactly the coarse
manner expressed by D’Ewes.
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Mr. Glanvill, Mr. Herbert, Mr. Selden : these four spent
upp the day, the Duke sitting ther, outfacing his
accusers, outbraving his accusations, to the high in-
dignation of the Commons, whoe, incensed therbie,
are resolute for his commitment.

The Wednesday morning following spake Mr. Wands-
ford, Mr. Pims, Mr. Sherland ; and Sir John Elliot made
the conclusion, recapitulating all and shutting upp
with a « Pereat qui alios perire vult.”

In all his charges, which weere some twelve, or in
most of them, precedents and records weere cited, that
others, for the like, for lesser offences, had been ba-
nished, degraded, or hanged, drawn, and quartered, &c.
The Duke was absent.

I cannot hold ; this great Thursday makes mee add
this private newes which I desire you to keepe to
yourselfe as your owne, by separating this halfe sheete
and burning itt, or concealing it; though ther be
nothing in it unlawfull or unfitt to bee saied.

The King was this morning in the Upper House,
and ther complained of Sir John Elliot for comparing
the Duke to Seguinus, in which hee saied implicitelie
hee must intend Him for Siberius : shortly after, about
eleven of the clocke, hee sent both him and Sir Dudlye
Diggs to the Tower.* The same morning, being with
Sir Robert Cotton, hee told mee that hee had of late
been often sent for to the King and Duke, and that

* See Rushworth, vol. i. p. 860. Elliot, while a prisoner in
the Tower, composed a work ““upon the Monarchy of Man,” which
is still preserved in the Harleian MSS. in the British Museum ;
but this was probably written during his last imprisonment.
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188 CORRESPONDENCE OF

touchstone, they hold not : noe man hath lost more of

himself then Sir Edwin Sanders.

The Duke is carefull to act nothing but by the ad-
vise of the Counsell. The King of Denmarke’s dis-
tresses and troubles are lesse than rumoured.

All, God bee praised, at the office are well : the same
I shall desire to heare from Dalham, and desire it may
ever bee continued to yourselfe, your Ladie, and whole
familie, with comfort heere, with happines hereafter,

Your most aflfectionate freind,

Symonps D’Ewes.
Mid. Templ. 1626, July 6.

SIR SYMONDS D’EWES TO SIR MARTIN
STUTEVILLE.

Imbrecourt sent to France.— Proceedings of the King of Denmark.

SIR,

Ir I give you not either soe long an account or
soe just an acquittance of my service and your busi-
ness as I ought, my perplexed occasivons this reading
time must excuse. I may say truly in our lawyers’
latine Motubus ibat, amat,—my head hath heene soe full
of mootes as I scarce have had time in the better part
of a weeke to visite my father or my Ladie, whose
love keepes soe just measure as, God soe disposing it,
shee now beares a part with him in his sicknes : but,
I thanke God, shee is prettilie recovered ; and hee a
patiente man under the physitian’s hands.
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190 CORRESPONDENCE OF

SIR SYMONDS D’EWES TO LADY
BARNARDISTON.

Concerning a Treaty of Marriage with Anne Clopton.

Most HoNOURED MADAME.

Ir my hartie lines weere able to expresse how
just a deareness you have deserved from mee, or how
happie a nearenes I hope and desire to enjoy from
yourselfe, I should plainlie confess that your tender
regard of my creditt, and most pious furtherance of
my sincere suite, draw from mee such a respectful
reverence as is commonlie due to those to whome
natur teacheth what wee owe ourselves. I have pre-
sumed by your Ladyshipp’s furtherance to present her
(to whome I owe myselfe) with a few polisht lines
and a- poore remembrance ; and though I am like to
proove her bondsman, as well after my desire ob-
tained, as during my suite continued, yet soe much
am I comforted with the sweetness of her disposition
and goodnes of her nature, as I am unfeinedlie sorrie
I can doe noe more; and yet doe faithfullie pro-
test it is more then I will againe doe to obtaine
anie other if I faile of her.

My father'’s comforte was much at my returne ;
his owne hande and readie rentall will witnes it : and
for those other circumstances your Ladyshipp doubted
of, I finde him most willing to assent to anything
in which his judgement might not receave a blemish ;
and my comforte is, I hope, I shall fullie satisfie
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THE D'EWES FAMILY. 193

D’EWES TO SIR MARTIN STUTEVILLE.
Dinner at the Dutch Ambassador’s—Continental Affairs.

NoBLE SIR,

Troven I had a wett iournie from your howse,
yet that afternoone I came earlie home, and the next
day was as earlie at London ; from whence I pray
receave the unfeined and thankfull acknowledgement
of my penn to yourselfe and worthie Ladie, for all
your heartie entertainments and your manie most
free passed favours. Just upon my comming to towne,
I found both my Ladie and my father in good health,
wheere we had a mutuall and joifull meeting. That
day alsoe I conceive was called in a booke solde for six-
pence, at everie shopp before, written I fear by some
bold Scott, to the King of Bohemia’s sonne, in w"
weere manie daring notions, especiallie touching this
state and the Duke. I never saw it, neither may it
seem worth the relation ; yet that pamphlet hath
not onlie sett on worke the high commission, but
busied the Councell table. On Tuesday last, I dined
w" my L. Embass. for the States, wheere as hee
satisfied mee, soe I pray doe the neighbours of my
ancient patrimonie that right to satisfie others. I
objected to him, me audisse Belgas contra Regem
Anglize conjurasse Regis Gallorum navium auxilio se-
curo. His full and milde answeere unto me was,
Regi Anglorum sint omnia foris prospera pacata domi,

VOL. 1L 0
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&c., and then discoursed at large how nearelie ther
safetie depended on ours, that shipping was part of
the exported commodities, w* they built at home,
and solde to the French King at a deare rate ; and
did yearelie and indifferentlie sell them to all nations
of the Christian worlde, the Spaniard onlie excepted.
Hee added (and I saw his howse then making readie
for his entertainment) that the Lord Coatz, unus ex
ordinibus generalibus, was comming over upon some
new important occasione, but what hee knew not,
nor yet in what manner, for hee had onlie receaved
letters from himselfe that hee was comming. I guesse
hee comes as an extraordinarie Embassadour, and for
a more neare amitie. Visiting likewise not long
after my deare acquaintance Sir Robert Cotton, wee
had much discourse of the loane,* and it is now feared
that tenants will not take lande unles a collaterall
covenant bee given to free them from invulgar taxes ;
that markets will for awhile lie dead, the exporting
of the driving monie, of everie place happening thus
upon a sudden. Wee all pray the peace of the King-
dome and puritie of religion, and suppression of idol-
atrie may continue. Of those that have refused and
are committed, I write nothing, onlie I heare Sir Lewes
Watson, + and §° John Isham, have paied in the

* One of Charles’s arbitrary methods of raising money—a general
loan. Commissioners were sent into the various counties, with in-
structions to demand a certain sum from every individual according
to his means.

t Of Rockingham Castle, in Northamptonshire, of which county
he was sheriff. He took an active part on the King’s side during
the Civil Wars, and was created Lord Rockingham in 1645.
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saved almost by miracle. God will not have menne
too bold nether with his day nor portion.

The horrible profanation of Sunday was se’nnight
you have heard, wheere the afternoone being spent at
Court in giving the Russian Embassadours audience
from dinner till three. About an houre after, the Gar-
ter Knights, attended with ther followers, went in ther
gretest pains towards my Lorde Mayor’s. Thousands,
in getting seates and places, exchanged both service
and sermon ; and the streetes weere noe lesse filled

with the meaner sort, nor windowes stuffed with the

better sort, then on a Lorde Mayor’s day. Having
come thither, healths, and quaffing, and playes, spent
the residue of the time till almost the next morning.*

Mr. Hall, of the Middle Temple, my brother of the
barre, being called when I was, hath now by impor-
tunitie obtained a Habeas Corpus for Mr. Stroud,
and another counsellour for Mr. Long. Mr. Attornie

was soe bold as to say in open Court, they should

repent this demanding of it.

The Friday following, last weeke, Mr. Attornie ac-
quainted the Lords with a bill or Information hee had
to prefer into that Court of the Starre Chamber against
Sir John Elyott, and in times against the rest, and soe
moved for the libertie of the Tower for them to advise
with their counsell, which since they have; and I
intend shortlie to visitt Mr. Selden.

The marchants stand unanimouslie out, some twentie
of the better sort, which had last weeke promised to

* The first statute passed in the reign of Charles I. prohibited

the performance of interludes and plays on the Sabbath—a very
common practice in the preceding reign.

Google

W mﬂ

a



- ————

THE D'EWES FAMILY. 197

draw on the rest if they could, and finding all per-
suasions ineffectuall, doe now draw backe themselves
and desire to bee excused. Ther are some likelihoods
of accommodation betweene the Duke of Rohan and
the French King, who is otherwise likelie now, upon
his returne from Italie, to assault him with great
violence. :

Wee weere both yesterday, being Monday, to see the
Dutch Embassadour and his Ladie, where wee heard
onlie of their Prince of Or—beleaguring the Bursse, and
hope of carrying it, by treason of some factions in if,
it being the verie key of Brabant. The armie of the
Emperour is doubted will come downe to succour be-
tweene whome and the Danish King, 'tis saied a peace,
or at least a truce, is concluded. And thus with our
&e. to yourselfe, &ec.

In great haste,
I rest yours ever assured,

Sivonps D’Ewes.
May 5, 1628.

SIR WILLIAM SPRING TO SIR SIMON DS
D’EWES.

Murder of Dr. Lamb.— Manwaring’s Censure.—Insolent Conduct
of Wilson, a Scotchman, to the Duke of Buckingham,—Poli-
tical Matters.

NosLE SIR,
I am very glad to hear of your health, and hope-
full of your happy meeting in Suffolk. At this time I
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present you with these hasty lines, more to take away
~ from myselfe the imputacion of neglect of those many
due thanks I owe you, than otherwise able to give you
or myselfe any satisfaction in the matter of them.
This morning calls importunately upon mee, and I
could not bee prepared in expectation of having an
answer to your last called for; because, though you
directed my returne by the same bearer you sent, yett
your letter being left at your chamber, I never knew
who nor when I should expect, and soe in haste take
these few things :—You heare of y° butchery of Lamb,*
and the insolent outrage and voice of y* people wish-
ing his master there: y* Mannering had his censure
on Saturday last, wheereof I doubt not you have heard
ye particulars : of the Scottish man one Willson, who
pull'd off y* Duke’s hat and bad him learn more
manners then to bee covered before his king att
Bowles in ye Spring Garden : y* y® remonstrance was
presented to y° King at Whitehall on Tuesday, who
had patience to heare it all reade by y* speaker,{ and
to itt annexed and reade a catalogue of losses of ships
from all parts and ports of this kingdome : that to the
remonstrance, since I last wrote to you, was added y*
two Bishopps of Durham and Bath by name, as sus-
pected for Arminians; and alsoe an humble intima-
cion of advise to his Majestie how considerable it was
to him in point of safety and honor to suffer y*
Duke soe neere his person, informing him y* the

* This happened on June the 18th. He was suspected of being
addicted to the practices of witcheraft.

+ The remonstrance is printed at length by Rushworth, vol. i.
p- 631. :
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ROBERT GELL TO SIR MARTIN STUTEVILLE.

Letter of News.— The Catholics Abroad.— Rochelle.— Disposition
of Offices.—Movements of the Court.

ParmicurArR Letters make good the curranto’s
report.  As, first of the Capuchin fryer’s impreca-
tion. Preaching at Meninghen, an Imperiall Lutheran
citty in Suevia, before a great auditory, and the Im-
periall commissioners who came thither to plant
Popery ; and y° fryer desiring if Popery were not
y® true religion, y* he might never come into hea-
ven, but y* an hundred thousand devils might pre-
sently away into hell! Hereupon y° people flocked
out of the Church; y° fryer became dumbe, and
was led to his bedd sick with some tokens of the
plague upon him, and soone after dyed.

The Emperor hath in y* province exceeding many
thousands of horse to bring that countrie under and
to plant popery. The Meninghen and a great territory
about it was the inheritance sometime of the gen-
tleman who with his thirty-two sons at man’s es-
tate and thirty-three servants once came to y° Impe-
riall Diett, and all dying issueless and being y*© last
of their male family, the lands fell by escheat into
y® Empire ; after which the citty purchased its liberty
and became a free Imperiall city. :

The Mantuan warrs in Italy seem not to goe well
for y* Duke Nevers, who loseth one place after
another to y° Spanyard and Savoyard by reason
y* French succours advance not forward, but lie
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THE D’'EWES FAMILY. 201

still as it seemes lingering in France. The Impe-
rialists besieging the good strong Hans town of
Stralsundt in Pomerania on the Baltique sea, they
have hitherto bravely quitted them selves and forced
y® Imperialists with great loss to a retrait. In the
Low countries neither side is yet in the field ; but
y' the States make a faire new channell of more
then a dozen English miles long, for y° better se-
curing of Bergen-up-Zome with y* small Iland and
town of Sertoul from the enemies surprising.

Rochell is still in greatest distress; ten women
kind going out of y® town between it and y* camp
to gather some shell-fish and herbs to slake their hun-
ger were deflowered by so many out of the King’s
camp and after let goe; which y® young men of the
town taking ill, ten of them attyring themselves like
maidens, but with pockett daggs in their pocketts
and short swords under their petticoats, with their
baskets went a gathering of shell-fish, unto whom
came so many souldiers out of the army, who began
to dally with them, but were so received that all to
save their lives yielded unto y° young men, and
went into the town, where, beeing most severely and
barbarously punished, they were sent back to glory
in the camp of their exploit, for which they were
never again fitted.

It’s true that the Earle of Manchester is Lord
Privy Seale : the Earle of Marlborough to his great
content of purse and mind, is Lord President of y*
Councell ; y® Lord Weston, Lord Treasurer ;* y* Earle

* He was raised to this office on July the 15th. See Rush-
worth, vol. i. p. 646. '
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of Suffolke, Lord Deputy of the Cinque Ports; Sir
Henry Hangate his leiftenant of Dover Castle.

Last Lord’s day, were four new Privy Counsellors
sworn, viz.: y° Lord Willoughby Earle of Lindsey, Lord
Danvers Earle of Danby, Lord Willmott, and y* Lord
Barrett, baron of Newbeck in Scotland ; who in the
place of y° Lord Weston, is also Chancellor of y*
Exchequer.

His Majestie is at Portsmouth : on Monday thither-
ward at Hanworth Mannor, neere Staines, was god-
father to Sir Robert Cottington’s son. On Tuesday
afternoon, y° Duke and Earle of Holland came in
oares through bridge to y* Tower wharf, to see some
great shott shipped y*were taken from off y* White-
tower, for y° intended voyage, (which I pray may
better prosper then our former,) and were there up
and down busied without cloakes, in their hose and
doubletts, and went back in their oars, but could not
againe shoot y* bridge as they attempted to have done.

There are divers new honours, English and Irish,
conferred : English, —the Lord Phillip Stanhope of
Nottinghamshire is Earle of Chesterfield, y* Lord Tuf-
ton in Kent is Earle of Thanet, y° Lord Montjoy Earle
of St. Albans, Viscountess Maidstone Countess of Win-
chelsey.  Sir Thomas Wentworth of Yorkshire is
made a Baron. It is said y® young Lord Dormer is
to be an Earle ; and y° Lady Cockin of London to
be a Countess, and to descend to her son. It is said
likewise, y* Sir Humphrey May, Sir Francis Cot-
tington, Sir John Elpesey late of Dover Castle, &e.
are to be barons. There are four Irish Viscounts
made. Sir John Saville of Yorkshire, Controller,
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Baron of Castle-barre, and Viscount Savill : John Scu-
damore of Herefordshire, Viscount Sligo; Sir Robert
Cholmely of Cheshire, Lord Cholmely and Viscount
Kelles ; Sir Thomas Smith of Westenhanger in Kent
is a Viscount there, y* title I know not.

There is also speech as if there shall be some
more change.of great officers, as the Earl of Mont-
gomery, Lord Chamberlain, to be Master of the King’s
Horse ; the Earle of Bristoll to be Lord Chamberlain ;
Viscount Conway, Principall Secretary, to be Lord
Deputy of Ireland ; and y° Lord Carlton of Imber-
Court, to be principall Secretary.

The Queen’s officers are y® Earl of Holland, Lord
Steward of y® Household ; y* E. of Dorset, her Lord
Chamberlaine, y¢ Lord Percy having given up his place;
y* Lord Goring is Master of her Horse; Viscount
Savage her Chancellor; and Sir Robert Killegrew,
her vice chamberlaine. D* Curle is, or to be, Bishop
of Rochester.

On Monday next y* Queen rides towards Welling-
borough Water, and (as is said) is to meet y* King
at Windsor at y* end of August; for now y°speech
is, his Majestie deferres his journey into Scotland till
next spring.

I saw a letter on Wednesday night, written that
morning at Canterbury, by Dr. Warner, Prebend there,
that at two of the clock y* morning, a horseman came
from the Reculvers galloping thither with newes that
the enemy was landed, which caused all there both of
the church and citty, to rise and stand in armes on
their guard till six of the clock, when tydings came
they were but fishermen.
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Buryed this week " . 159 Decrease . 35
Plague ; ; 0
Feavers - 3 15
Flocks 3 S 18
Flux : & 15
Small pox . : 44

Baptized . . 155
: London, 25 July, 1628.

The recovery of those thirteen English and Scottish
shipps taken by the French, is confirmed of all hands.

The Lord Barrett, Chancellor of y* Exchequer, hath
for his place, some say, assured y° Earle of Anglesey
1200/ land a-year, after his own and his wife’s
decease.

The speech goes, the Duke will put off his Master-
ship of the Horse to my Lord Chamberlaine, and y*
Lord Carlton, (who is now adorned with y* title of
Viscount Dorcester, and is to marry y® Lady Villiers,
y® Duke’s sister,) shall be L* Chamberlaine.

Some say also the Duke will have the Admiralty
governed by Commissioners; and so, seemingly or
really, he will divest himselfe of all his great offices,
which is an argument y* the second Session of Parlia-
- ment will hold in October next.

Here are created de novo five Earls : viz. y° Lord Pur-
point, Earle of Hull ; the Lord Tufton, Earle of Thanet ;
and y* Lord Mountjoy, Earle of Newport in the Isle of
Wight ; the Lord Stanhope, of Nottinghamshire, Earle
of Shelford ; and y* Lord Dormer, Earl}of Carnarvon.

There are also four barons made : viz. Sir Tho.
Savill and Sir Thomas Wentworth, of Yorkshire, Sir
John Butler of Hartfordshire, and Sir Fr. Leigh, his
son-in-law.
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They say that Sir John Hipsley, and Mr. Walter
~ Montague, shall also be Lorded.

The King went his journey to Portsmouth on Mon-
day last, and is not to come from y* quarter till he see
y® fleet under sayle. The Queen, on Monday, goes
for Wellingborough.

The King’s Journey into Scotland, upon a Petition
from the L* of the Councell there backed with di-
vers reasons, and earnestly sollicited by the Scottish
Lords here, is for this yeare quite put off.

The Savoy Ambassador is comming to see Cambridge.
One Vossius,* who was turned out of the Divinity .
Chair, at Leyden, into y° profession of History, by
reason he was an Arminian, hath now spirituall dig-
nity conferred upon him here in England.

On Monday, the State’s Ambassador sent from hence
a despatch to their men-of-warre, riding before Dunkirk,
commanding they shall not meddle with eight English
ships, which are to come out of that port, and to be
restored to their owners here in England, being the
same y* were taken two months agoe as they returned
home laden with Eastland commodities. Which, if it
prove true, may be a prognostick of a peace with
Spaine ; as likewise of daily sending of barks laden
with corn from Dover and Margat to Dunkirk : and
my L* of Carlile’s sumptuous entertainment when he
was at Brussels.

It is sayd y*, not long since, a French Baron was by
the Duke of Elbceuf, taken at Calais, for having plotted
with the Duke of Buckingham to have set open one of

* A very eminent scholar of the time. He received an hono-
rary degree from one of our English Universities.
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ROBERT GELL TO SIR MARTYN STUTEVILLE.

Continental Affairs.

TuE freshest newes I have mett withall (which I
pray God they be true) are, y* Rochell hath latelie been
relieved with four moneths victualls, being conveyed
in by y® quarter by a Captaine of the religion y*
served y* King, who alsoe passed along therwith into
the towne. Now they say it concernes Papists as
well as Protestants y* this towne fall not into y* King’s
power : for it would make him soe strong in those
parts, y* he would be able to effect upon those Soth-
erne provinces (what his father attempted, but could
never execute) the Gabelle or impositions upon salt,
of which Poitou, Anjou, Gascoigne, and Guien, &c.
have alwayes been free. Besides, it would make
him too absolute as well over his greater as his less
nobility. And y* y* Duke d’Espernon (a neighbour
to Rochell as neer as Angiers) would never brook, but
would now cross the King as well as he hath formerly
done, when in despight of his beard he ransomed the
Queen-mother, and restored her to her former great-
ness in Court. |

The King of Sweden (y® report goes) hath given
the Poles a second overthrow this yeare, wherein he
hath cutt off eighty of their waggons, and hath burnt
all the shipping that belongs to Dantzick, even to the
towne walls. Soe no thing can come at them from
sea, but through his permission ; whereby that towne
must needs ere long fall upon his merey.
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The Kings of Denmark and Sweden having put
fifteen companies of old souldiers into Stralesounds,
one of the Hanse townes, situate upon y° Baltique
sea, which was besieged by an army of the Emperor’s
under Count Wallenstein, the sayd Count held a prac-
tice with two of y* towne to set one part of y* towne
on fire, while he assaulted another. His complices
revealed their plott to y° magistrate. He caused at
y* time appointed a number of pitch barrells to be
fired at y* place, when Wallenstein made his assault,
but found y* towne too well provided, so he was con-
strained to leave five thousand men dead in y® place,
and to abandon y* seige.

Also it is said that they of Luckstadt and Crimpen, :
the King of Denmark’s townes, near Hamburg, have
made Tillie’s forces y* beseiged them to quitt their '
quarter, and y* the Emperor’s forces for want of pay,
doe resort as fast to y°King of Denmark, as ever
y® King of Denmark’s did y® Emperour. Soe as now
it seemes y° Laurea Austriaca begins to wither.

Doctor Preston,* Master of Emmanuel Colledge with
us, is dead on Sunday last. A new Master was this
day chosen, one Mr. Sancroft, once of y* same colledge
fellow.

Your worshipp is heartily desired to pardon y° :
scribe who was driven to this rudeness by y° importu-
nate speedy departure of y* bearer. r

I heare hesydes that the Duke is one day going for
Rochell, and y* next stayd. It is sayd y* my Lord Cheif

* A voluminous writer on theological subjects. Sixteen of his
printed works are in the Bodleian Library, where is also preserved
a brief Latin diary of part of his life in manuseript. ‘
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of a murraine (as I was told to-day upon y* exchange)
or rott, that suddenly spread itself among them.

Before the Queen departed from hence, his Grace
carried her from Whitehall to Chelsey in a pair of
oares, himself sitting on y* cushion, and her Majestie
and ladies on y* benches on each syde.

Some discourse still of more changing office ; as
namely, that y® Earle of Denbigh shall be Master of
y® Horse, and Lord Fielding his son, Master of y*
Wardrop in his stead. That y° Countess of Den-
bigh hath resigned y® Queen’s privy purse to her
Majestie’s nourse, and with her husband is growne
fifty thousand pounds in debt.

Here hath been any time these ten dayes much dis-
course of y° relief of Rochell by land; and that y°
King’s chief provant master should have betrayed his
victualls to y* towne, and convayed himself thither in
company. Others still make report of a miraculous
skull of a fish; and a third sort give out that the
French King’s works upon y® sea are dissipated by a
late tempest.

There is newly arrived at Southampton a monsieur
out of France, sent with a message to y* King ; under
which pretext he may handsomely play the spy.

The enquirer sent over by my Lord of Carlile hath
been missing these four or five dayes ; whereupon it is
thought, that having dived into some of our secrets he
hath given us y* slipp.

Here are newly arrived ten shipps richly laden
out of y® Straights. Certaine men of warr of Holland
have lately taken y° Admirall of Ostend, a shipp of
twenty-four brass pieces and two hundred men, and

P2
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The news is only that of Halst, which is thus:—
April the 26, at two of the clock in the night,
the Prince of Orange, with most of the officers of the
field, parted from the Hague, and the following Wed-
nesday was appointed for the assault on Halst ; but
the design evented not to their expectacion. The
enemy had intelligence a week before, by letters sent
from Brussels, of the Prince coming, and was prepared
to receive him, and the Cardinal was himself there in
person the same day, and put in six fresh companies,
which he took out of Antwerp, lastly joyning those
unto three companies which lay there before. The
Prince’s forces which were to be employed in the en-
terprise were to be thus divided : —Two thousand
firelocks were to be brought to the place, led on by
the Governor of Lille and Mine Herr Knewfe : they
were to lay a bridge over the moat (broad enough for
three to march abreast), and they to fall on first ; then
Sir Harry Herbert was commanded to fall on with
eleven English companies ; next Heauterieux, a French
Colonel, with eleven of the French, and in the rear Sir
Fra. Sandilands, with seven Scotch companies.

There portents were sent forth two days before, to
have all in readiness to march to an hour’s warning.
The bridge was of a new invention, and to be two
- hundred feet in length, if need required, for they
could make it longer or shorter as it was required,
or as they pleased. The Dutch fearful of attempt-
ing to scale the walls, at last were beaten off— some
killed, and many wounded ; the rest, as their custom
is, betooke themselves to their heels, and in the con-
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dren,* whereby you declare that ye are not carryed
~ with the stream of this world, w** commonly runneth
after fortune and prosperitie. I perceive that in your
private retirednes, ye see more into the public passages
of the times then we that live amongst them, for I
have lerned many things by your discourse w™ before I
knew not ; and therefore I thought good to acquaint
her Ma" with your letter, who took much pleasure
w the readinge thereof, as being written of divers
matters whereof she hath perfecte understandinge. I
can assure you, that as she thanketh you much for
your affection, so she valueth your judgment; and
whensoever ye shall be pleased to bestow such letters
upon me, your labour shall not be lost, because you
will doe a pleasure unto her Ma“, who passeth over the
time of her affliction w*™ such profitable intertain-
ments of her minde. You have lett me know the years
of her adversitie, w* have been longe and many ; yet I
dare assure you, that what power soever they may
have over her bodye, they have had none over the
magnanimity of her minde, which is still the same,
undaunted and unshaken, as the hope by which she
lived was rooted in heaven, and not in earth. Surely
it would be a great comfort to her to see with her
owne eyes the restitution of her royall children, w*
you speake of, and so manye praie for; but because it
is a worke that hath so few helpers and so manye
opposers, I know not, what men can doe, unlesse God
make it his owne worke. All things are easy to him,

* D'Ewes elsewhere mentions an autograph letter of one of

them, given to him by the Queen herself, as a document he highly
prized.
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all which I shall not be unwilling to relinquish unto
so studiose and noble a friend, if you shall have a mind
unto them.

I have often thought, how much the knowledge of
this present Low Dutch language would advantage
your intelligence of our old Saxon (if your study
inclineth still that way); but you are best able to
think what will be most proper for you.

I should long ere this have sent you a transcript of
the Saxon vocabularie you had once of me; but that
it is collected only out of the Four Evangelists, and
one or two other small things, printed in that tongue ;
and farr short of a dictionarie which our honorable
friend Sir Thomas Cotton, made by Jocelinis, (secre-
tarie sometime to Mathewe Parker, Archb® of Can-
terbery, and compiler of Antiquitates Ecclesize Bri-
tannicee,) and of another dictionarie, which I did
think Mr. Lisle (of the Isle of Ely), whom I think
you know to be extraordinarily skilfull in that lan-
guage, would have printed long since of his owne
gathering. Wherewith, and my humble respects pre-
sented to yourselfe and ever honoured Lady, I take my
leave, and remayne alwayes

Your most affectionate freind,
and humble servant,
WiLLiam BoswELL.

Haghe, this 18th of Deoember; 1636.

Google



=
<
O
I
O
EE
Eow
mO
1=
°n
o
wi
=
=
=

Digitized by Google

21b00f-pdgasn ssadoe/baoisnayTyiey -mmm//:dily / pazritbip-916009 ‘utewoq d11g9nd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E dpw//zez/3ausalpuey 1py//:sdily / 1W9 ZZ:8T 6T-T1-2Z0Z U0 eTueAlAsuuad jo A1TSIDATUN 18 pale.auag




e T S S Gy e ——

v

S
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digression, I should be very glad to have some good
news to impart unto you for yours.

The French have done very well to recover their
two Islands of St. Margaret’s and St. Honorate’s, near
Marseilles ; which after the Spaniards had taken them
and kept (having fortified and provided them) these
two years, they were not taken without the shedding
of much blood on both sides.

The Spaniards have left them in the hands of
the French with many peices of brass ordnance, and
other store of provisions they brought thither for the
keeping them. But on the other side, the Grisons and
Pallettine are again, as they were before their warr,
neutral, free both from the French and the Spaniards.

The Duke of Rohan is now to be somewhere else
employed by his King ; Duke Bernhard of Saxe
Weimar is now with his army (which is near twenty
thousand strong) not far from the Franche-Comté. But
it is generally believed there, that he is to go to Ger-
many, of which we shall shortly have certain news.
The Spaniards, as we are now informed, are very busy
building and fortifying a new haven not farr from
hence, at Gravelines, which they threaten shall be a
second Dunkirk, able both to bridle the French and
the Hollanders. I pray to God that it be not in-
tended rather against England ! The good Landgrave
of Hesse is bravely proceeding, and has defeated three
regiments of Imperialists : but he calls upon us for
some subsidies and help, offering his person and army
unto the Palatine’s cause ; but we feare our Pala-
tines are not so forward as their gallant Prince. The
Swedes, under Bannier, are now very free in the Duke
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of those two excellent men. My sister Poley and my
brother weere with us when your letter, dated Febr.
16, came to my hand ; soe as I gave them notice of
your affectionate expressions. Seeing your box is safe
at Mr. Wotton’s, it is well. It seemes hee is scrupu-
lous to deliver it to my brother Poley without a fur-
ther and moore particular warrant from you. When
the things in your trunk are aired, (which, upon your
direction, I shall remember to have done,) I will care-
fullie open and shutt the same, and nothing shall bee
stirred but your cloathes, unless such thinges as must
of necessitie bee remooved to take them out. Sir
William Spring died on Friday last,* at Sir Thomas
Gawdie’s house, his young grandchild being christened
William the day before, by his bedside. Hee was
buried at Pakenham last Sunday night. Mrs. Spring
yet lies in of her yong sonne at Sir Thomas Gaudie’s.

The Prince and others are created Knights of the
Bath the first day of May next ensuing. There is one
learned genleman and a great antiquarie, called Mon-
sier du Chesne,+ latelie living at Paris; I pray en-
quire if hee still abide there, and give him a visit,
and shew him this enclosed note, and know if the
Chronicle bee printed that is mencioned in it, which
hee did promise to publish long since when hee
printed Ordericus Vitalis, and other Norman writers.

I pray writg to my brother Bowes to pay the monie
to mee. I have not yet received your Lavenham rent.

* This supplies a date wanting in Burke, p. 501. Sir William
was knighted by King James I., and married the daughter of Sir
William Smith, of Mounthall, co. Essex.

+ An eminent antiquary, whose works are still in good esteem.
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THE D'’EWES FAMILY. 2356

sorry that they are growne to that extremity.® I
will forbeare to enlarge myself, because I hope to
see you in London within a few dayes after this.
In the meantime, with my best wishes, '
I will remain,
Your very affectionate freind and servant,
H. E. Barmox.

Tavistock, April, 1639.

SIR 8. ’EWES TO SOME CLERGYMAN.

On the Gunpowder-plot.

Kinp 8%

Ix regard the papists doe commonlie report be-
yond the seas, and some here in England, that the
Gunpowder Plott was onlie invented to make them
odious, and that by the Puritans; and, 2%, though
they be not soe impudent as in this age to print soe
much, yet I doubt in the next they will; for I have
myselfe a booke printed some five yeares since, called
The Protestant Plea for English Papists, in w® the
author desires all men to hee assured that the conspira-
tors were noe Catholikes, but a companie of dlssolute
fellowes, and of an alliance together.

Therefore, least this great deliverance bee in time
forgotten, or by them traduced, I have heard judicious
divines of opinion that some kind of narration of the

#* Alluding to the preparations then making by Charles agamst
them.
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thing itselfe were fit to bee communicated to the
people on this day, in w* three things I will shortlie
inform you of, lesse knowen and vulgar, and yet
most fitt to be pressed : w™ you had had sooner, if I
had knowen you had preached, or at least if you shall
not use them now, w™ I leave to your owne libertie,
you may heereafter.

1. It was not onlie an act of some dissolute Papist,
but an act of Poperie.

2. The deliverance was even miraculous in four re-
spects.

8. The issue, had it taken effect, is inconceivable in
the horrour and bloud shedd. ’

1. It was the act of Poperie, because, 1. Undertaken
because King James would not give them a toleration,
as Peircie most falselie alledged hee had promised him y
in Scotland. 2". Tt was revealed in confession to Gar- '
net, the provinciall Jesuite, and he allowed it and mi-
nistred the Sacrament, and a most wicked oath for the
secresie. 3" Garnet’s conscience being at first touched
w™ the horrour of it, (and this is a rare notion,) be-
cause many of the popish nobilitie must also perish, :
whome they durst not acquaint w™ it ; therefore the k
case was sent first to Rome, and secondlie into Spaine,
wheere the body of each clergie resolved, that if by a
mine of powder in a vault the whole body of the here-
ticks in England might be blowen upp, some of the
Papists themselves, though innocente, should rather
perish than the guilty escape. 4'. All, I dare say,
scarce any excepted, of our English Papists knew of a
great deliverance neare, (though not of the plott it
selfe,) and that, by the destruction of the King and

236 CORRESPONDENCE OF
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state ; and for that purpose a praiere was then en-
' joined and sett foorth for the prospering of it, w* was
used at most of the private masses in England: w
verie praier is set foorth in print at large in a booke
of this treason, printed a little after it was discovered.*

9. The discoverie miraculous, 1. In regarde of the
paucity of conspirators, not above twelve or fourteen,
who all swoore not to discover it as their strict oath
everie wheere printed sheweth. 2. In respect of the
place, it was not an open rebellion, but a secrett worke
of darkeness ; their worke was under the earth, free
from the view of man. 3. That the Parliament had
been twice deferred without any great cause, onlie
God directed it. 4. That it was even at that instant
discovered, when else it had been past discoverie,
Faux being taken by the Lord Knevit, just as he was
going in at the cellar doore to lay his kindled match,t
and soe to leave the issue and looke, nor come noe
moore at the place—the Parliament being to begin
the next morning. 5. That a letter sent to the Lord
Monteagle rather esteemed by him a matter of jest
than earnestness, and full of vain obscuritie, should
give the King the first hint of suspicion.

3. The issue horrible, for they, 1. had plotted to lay
it on the Puritans, and would themselves have been
readie in armour to have taken the just revenge, soe

* This prayer merely alludes in general terms to the extir-

pation of heretics.

+ It is not, perhaps, generally known, that the lantern used by
Guy Vaux on this occasion is still preserved at Oxford, having
been presented to that University not very long afterwards, and

its history sufficiently credible.
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that noe man would have knowen against whome to
have bent his sword. 2. A Fleete of Spaniards lay at
Dover readie to lande to assist them. 3. They had
laid sure for the seizing of Prince Charles, then Duke
of Yorke, verie yong, and the Ladie Elizabeth, being
all that could remain of the roiall seed, w* would have
made them sure either to make them of their religion,
or murder them.

SIR ROBERT CRANE* TO SIR SIMONDS D’EWES.

On Family Charters.
SIR,

TuERE is nothing giveth mee more content than
to be able to pleasure any man, especially men of
worthe, whoe use their desires to soe faire an end;
and there is not any thing in that kinde but you
shall make use of, for the coppieing which, with a
notte in whose hands they are, will be as effectuall as
the deeds themselves. Besides, some of them make
much for the antiquity of my owne family, which
every man would willingly keepe, in respect some
may be lost, and withall maketh me able to plea-

* Sir Robert Crane, of Chilton, co. Suffolk, was created a baro-
net in 1626, but dying without male issue, the title expired with
him in 1643. He was High Sheriff of the county in 1632,
and was several times returned to Parliament as one of the

Knights of the Shire. See Burke's Extinct and Dormant Baronet-
cies, p. 140. _
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THE D'EWES FAMILY. 297

tata; and that soe many wheeles of an higher Pro-
vidence did concentrate in giving life to it, as when
publike emploiments, which necessitate my almost dai-
lie attendance in the House of Commons, shall afford
mee a much desired retirement to wait upon you, and
kepe your hand, and relate them to you, they will
make the very inventions of imaginarie fables of the
poets themselves to blush for shame.

I know your indulgent care may perhaps desire to
prefer your elder first, but your goodnes and wisdome
will easilie remoove that scruple, when you shall under-
stand as the truth is, that there yet appeares such an
indisposicion in her to the least motion of this nature,
as perhapps divers yeares will not remoove ; and that
in the meantime your other incomparable daughter
may, by God’s providence, enrich your pretious stock
with severall sweete and blessed grandchildren.

I have been extreamlie obliged to her Honourable
Aunt, the Lady Win, who hath laied a foundation of
hope and comfort for mee, which hath been seconded
by an united concurrence of all my Norfolke allies
and kindred, my much honoured and not far distant
neighbours ; which makes mee presume most humblie
to beseech you to crowne that hope by your goodnes,
and to render mee capable of the greatest blessednes I
cann ever expect heere upon earth myselfe. I may in
the faith of an honest man, assure you, that if my
estate weere ten-fold more than it is, I should ac-
count it and myselfe unworthie of her: that which it
is, I shall gladlie prostrate, and all that I am or may
be, at her feete.

And this, Sir, I will be bolde to promise, that what-
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*  _THE D'EWES FAMILY. 305

SIR JOHN POTTS TO SIR SIMONDS D’EWES.

Condition of the Parliament.

SIR,

I am glad of your and my neice’s safe returne,
where I wish myself for ye service of Parliament* if
my country would spare me; but y* truth is, heere
is need of more and wiser men then myself to keep
all quiet, for the Parl® freinds are jealous and ap-
prehensive, and y® Papists are indiscreet and bold, soe
as I feare much the different tempers will breake out
into some violence upon a small occasion. And though
I move slowly in every thing, yet to me there seemes

" noe meanes of safetie unless ye countryes can be

united. For what wee have pleased ourselves withall,
y* quiet and connivence would keep those wasps from
stinging, will at y® last deceyve, as they have all this
tyme acted by their toungs, inventing and publishing
all manner of disgraces. And when their own strength

and forces sent them (which now they boast of) shall-

be able to doe noe more, wee may feel their malice,
for it appears they are not to fire their own houses,
soe as they may burne their neighbours. God send
us peace and truth! soe, with retourne of all true
respects, heer rests, Sir,

Your affectionate unckle to serve you,

Jonn Porrs.
Mannington, 28 Jan. 1642-3.

* He was returned to Parliament in 1640 for Norfolk, and was
one of the secluded members who were restored in 1660.

VOL. II. X
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308 CORRESPONDENCE OF

CONYERS D’ARCY TO SIR SIMONDS I’EWES.
Descents and Pedigrees.

NosLe CosEN,
Your freindly letter doth sufficiently make good
the character my sonne gave me of you, and truly
that little glimpse I have of the study you affect, gives
me so much light as to discerne your ability and paines
therin, and shall be beholden to you to be sett right
where I run away. I have written to my sonne to
give you a view of that I left att London, together
with a Pedigree of the late Lord Darcyes of Acton,
which I conceive to be very well proved. I was very
glad to see this draught of Carew you were pleas'd to
send me, beinge most to seeke in that descent ; and as
I shall satisfy you as soone as I can speake with Mr.
Dodsworthe, concerninge Tempest, beinge confident
there will arise divers enquarterings besides the pa-
ternall. I have a booke of some collections, which
you shall see as soone as with safety it may travaile.
These lines, Sir, with a true affection to you and
my cosen, your Lady, you will be pleas'd to entertaine
till a happy opportunity may bringe us together, till
when and ever I desire you will beleeve
I am
Your affectionate cosen and servant,
Conyers I’ARoy.

Hornby Castle, 3 of Feb. 1645.
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THE D'EWES FAMILY. 311

ROGER DODSWORTH* TO SIR SIMONDS D’EWES.

On Antiquarian Subjects.

Hoxor’p Sir,

Yours of the 11th Mar. I received, April. I never
knew certainly till now that you had seen the Leuton
Abbay book. T persuade myself you lett itt not go
from you without copying out the foundacion, and
some other more remarquable things. I should delight
much to have a copy of the foundation, for the copy
of Bigott with itt would somewhat please me in this
regard, that I might compare Yorkshire descendants
with them of Norfolke, which I intend to send shortly
to you. I can prove they were brothers (temp E. II.)
The last heire male of Seterington, in Yorkshire, was
Sir Francis Bigot, who was beheaded or hanged about
the cause of Religion under Henry the Eighth. An
heire female was marryed to one Rateliffe, whose issue
remayneth, but of small reteenue, the lands being
attainted and so lost. T would know who was father
to the daughter marryed to Garneth. Touching my
books to be delivered to my lord Fairfax, lett them
be packed up and indorsed, to be left with my Lord’s
brother, Charles Fairfax, att Menston com. Ebor, Esq".,
to be sent to me.

* One of the most celebrated antiquaries this country has ever
produced. Mr. Hunter has clearly proved his title to the ‘author-
ship of the Monasticon, which is generally attributed to Dugdale.
His MS. collections are still preserved in the Bodleian Library.
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312 CORRESPONDENCE OF

I cannot indure to be told of vast omissions, when
I have not left out one word that I liked, in any
record, in all my life. As for transcribing Records
literatim & verbatim, let them that list undertake itt ;
I disclayme itt.

The names of persons, places, and shires, I write
them as large as the Records are. Sometymes, in other
things, their is no mention of shires ; but if there be
neyther place nor person mentioned, I have nothing to
do with itt, my end being to discover both as nere as
I can ; and that you meane to lay an aspersion upon
me in that particular, I much wonder. For the coun-
tyes, I oftentimes, when I know them, forbeare (for that
present) to marke them on my margents, because I list
not to be hindered in my course of collecting, which
resolucion to perfect the thing upon the alphabeting of
these notes, except the matter be all of one county, of
which sort I have divers books—as those out of the
Registers of Yorkshire are, except some mixtures of
Hottingham, which alwayes come together : but if I
lend you any more books, I shall, with care, mend
that matter in the margent, as I can scarce do any
notes you have taken out of those you have. I find
much after Glanvill, and desire what light may be
gotten. Touching your queres, I never saw Hocketon ;
the evidence their I was promised to see by my cosen
Townely, who is since slayne at Hedgelymore battell.
I shall endeavour to gett a sight of them if I heare
they be undistroyed (as many others are at present)
in these wofull times. I myselfe have seen and taken
upp authentic and divers tomes, throwne up and
downe Lincolne Minster.

GO 816 INIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN




THE D’EWES FAMILY. 313

I have abundance of notes touching Darcy ; how
farr they will reach to your curious criticisms, I
know not ; I hope in time to try what they will do
when I dare open my books. For Bertram of Guild-
ford I give the same answer as to Darcy, for they
both are members of my intended (and almost finished)
worke of the Baronage of England ; so is Glanvill, too,
which I so much inquire after. In which worke of
mine, itt must not bee expected that every curious
critick must be pleased, but that their shall be a
foundacion layd, which others more curious may better
if they can. For Warner, Esquire, and Richard Fitzurse
his father, he was called Urse de Abtot, and was
Vicecomes Wigome, Lord of the Barony of Elmesley
in that county ; one of whose heires, nomine Emelma,
was marryed to William Beauchamp, ancestor to the
Erles of Warwick, and brought him Elmesley, which
was always counted a Barony of these Beauchamps,
against whom the Esquires you speake of brought
writts and impleaded them as heires of the said Urse,
which pleadings I long since did abstract. By this
tyme I hope you are satisfied who was the father of
Richard Fitzurse, which I shall make more cleare upon
better leysure. I know well that Maud his wife was
daughter of Baldwin Boller and Sibill Faleis, as you
write, and hope to lett you know how she came to be
H. L. neice, or else lose my labour ; but first I must
have my books about me. The Esquires were Barons,
their cheife seat was Blatheswicke, in com. Northamp-
ton, not farr from the Lord Hatton’s. They were foun-
ders of Fineshed Abbay, the Register of which place I
have had some weeks in my custody, but to little
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purpose, itt being rather a Repertory than Cartulary.
Whether Sarra, wife of Richard Engayne, was youngest
daughter of William de Kuisneto, the great Baron,
I cannot agree with you, though I dissent not ; but
I can resolve you out of my collections gathered (att
least thirty years since). That he was son of Robert
Fitzwalter, is true, but not of that house of y°* Lord
Fitzwalters that descend of y° old Lords of Clare, as I
think : for he was Lord of a place called Horsham,
and, together with his wife, founded the Priory of St.
Fayth’s att Horsham, upon some miraculous event in
their returne from their pilgrimage beyond seas. The
story is amongst the rest of my labors, which I shall
endeavour to send you as shortly as may be. I re-
member well, there is some thing in it of Uffords
descending of Cressey’s heire, but I stand not upon
itt. I forget not my promise touching Tempest. I
am att Skipton Castle, amongst the evidences (de
hoc, inter alia) of which place they sold their lands,
and where I find many fine antiquityes of that family.
I went a fortnight since to the heire in hope to see
the evidence, who told me they were all plundred by
my Lo. of Newcastle’s people att Atherston More battle,
—one of his houses, called Bolling hall, being within
two myle of the place where his evidences were kept.

The gent". tells me, he feares, that one Mr. Rolles-
ton, then Secretary to the Marquesse of Newcastle, did
take them all away and secured them, The gentle-
man, Mr. Rolleston, hath come (since his Lord’s flight)
to the Parliament, and is about London ; if you can
find him out you may know the truth hereof, per-
happs. '
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It would be worth the labor. There are many coats
and portraitures in the windowes of the Church att
Bruewell, the present seat of Tempest. Our coate
painted on a wall hath the quarterings contayned in
this enclosed paper.

That my good lady looke bigge on her freinds is
better and more pleasing (I assure you) to heare then
any thing afore spoken to

Yours and her faithfull true freind,
Rocer Dopswores.

Skipton Castle, 6 March, 1647.

CONYERS I’ARCI TO SIR SIMONDS D’EWES.

Concerning his Daughter’s Proposed Marriage with some Nobleman.

Nosre CosEn,

I am very sorry your letters to me miscarried,
which you may assure yourselfe should not have been
requited with a neglect of that civility and respect
so worthy a freind meriteth from me. My father com-
manded me to give you thanks for your letter to him,
and, if his eyes did not faile him, woulde have written
to you, butt truly he cannot see to write his name,
butt shall take the matter you write of into considera-
tion.

I am sory my Lord of W. needs spurringe to that
which becomes a man of honour and conscience to doe
freely, especially when that on our parts is so freely
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performed. My daughter’s journey to this end was de-
signde more then a yeare since, and diverted (as ra-
ther obstructive) by her brother Sir F. who stayd her
at his house in the way, since which time my Lord
spoke with my daughter, and hath receaved very
‘moovinge letters from her ; so that I doe not see what
- can be done more, if his owne nobleness and worthe
cary him nott on: and, beleeve it, Sir, the very delay
(as our condition is at present) will be as' much loss
as the sum comes to.

I am glad you have mett with more evidences con-
cerninge D'Arci : you will leave the whole family much
indebted to you, and none more then myselfe, who,
with a desire to have my service presented to my good
cosen your Lady and selfe, I take leave, and rest,

Your affectionate cosen and servant,
Conyers D’Arcr.

Hornby Castle, 17* of Aprill, 1649.

SIR JOHN STRANGWAYES TO SIR
SIMONDS D’EWES.

On Family History.—His Release from the Tower.

My mMucH HONOURED CoOSEN,

I kyow you are of soe noble a disposition that you
will not condemne before you heare ; and I assure you,
you shall heare nothing hearin but truth. When I
made you my promise in London to furnish you with
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the inquisition upon the death of Cecilia de Bello
Campo, I am verie confident I could then have done
it : and also have produced a writt 3° Hen, IV. directed
to the feodarie of Somerset to deliver quiet and peace-
able possession to Sir Humphry Stafford, (which was
done accordingly,) upon the attainder of Holland Duke
of Surrey, being the sonne of the sister of the said
Duke of the Barony of Compton Dunden, which was,
for want of issue male, intayled upon her and her
heyres, and the Barony and Mannor I still hold, as
being descended unto me from the familie of Stafford.
And I know nothing to the contrarie when I came out
of the Tower, but that I should be very well able to
performe my word in this particular unto you. But
upon my coming home, I finde the greatest part of all
my evidences either burnt or plundered, and those few
that are left to be soe disordered, being all throwne
into one heape, and soe tumbled into a great chest,
that I am not able at present to give you any satisfac-
tion to your desires. - Besides, I have had a long des-
perate sickness, of which I am not yett fully recovered,
which hath kept me from that employment which I soe
much love—I meane, to peruse old evidences : this putt
together, T hope, will plead my pardon ; and when upon
search (if it be not destroyed) I shall meet with anye
thing in this kinde which may conduce to the ende
you desire, I shall not fayle faithfully to preserve itt,
and carefully to send it unto you.

In the meantime be pleased to retaine me in your
good opinion, and not to impute to me the least disre-
spect towards you. Noe, Sir; I cannot be so unworthy
to requite in soe unworthy a way such real favours I

Google



=
<
o
€I
£ 9
=
g
3
=g
S &
o
w
>
=
o

Dmnhedby(:;()()!;l(:

21b006-pdgasn ssadoey/biaoisnayTyiey mmm//:dily / paztitbip-o1boon ‘utewoq 2T1gnd
LL6LLB6TOSTOBE "dpu/LZOZ/32uU d1puey - 1pY//:sd33y / LWY ZZ:8T 6T-TT-ZZOZ U0 BTUBA1ASUU3d JO AITSIDATUN 1@ pajetauag




=
<C
9
I
e 2
=
gL
mo
S
o0
oc
w
=
=
]

mmﬂuMby<:;()()§;I£:

21b00b-pdgasn ssadde/bao isnayTyiey -mmm//:dily / pazritbrp-o91bo09 ‘utewoq 211g9nd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E dpu/szez/32ualpuey - 1py//:sdily / IW9 2Z:8T 6I-TT-TZOT U0 BTUBATASUUS4 JO ALTSJIDATUN 18 Pale.ausan




=
<
9
I
e
=
&
mo
PE
o0
o
w
=
4
=2

mmﬂuﬂby(:;()()églf:

21b00h-pdgasn ssaddesbaoisnayTyiey mmm//:dily 7/ peazritbrp-o16009 ‘utewoq 21T1gnd
LL6LL66TOSTO6E "dpu/szoz/32usa1puey 1py//:sdily / LWO ZZ:8T 6I-TT-2ZOC U0 BTUBA1ASUUI4 JO ALTSIDATUM 1B pajedsuag




=
<
9
I
.-
=
E
mo
B E
SR
o
w
=
=
-

Digitized by Google

21b00h-pdgasn ssadoe/biao1snaaTyiey mmm//:dily /7 pazraitbip-916009 ‘utewoq 211gnd
LL6LL66TOGTO6E "dpu//zeZ/12u a1puey - 1py//:sdily / LWO TZ:8T 6T-TT-2ZOZ U0 eTuBAlASUUSd JO ALTSUDATUN 1B pajedsuay




322 SECRET HISTORY OF

nature indued, or persuaded through envy and ambi-
tion, to the intent to satisfy those appetites, do often-
times enter into actions repugnant unto the felicity of
good government and commonwealths, and, by evil
courses and perverse deeds, do secretly, and underhand,
seek to haste and set forward the ruin and decay of
the same. These things, because they happen con-
trary, and beyond expectation, are so much the more
remarkable by how much they are sudden and unex-
pected ; and from hence it cometh that no state or
government can be said to be permanent, but that
* oftentimes those that are good are by little and little
converted unto those that are evil, and those that are
evil are oftentimes changed from bad to worse, till
they come to utter desolation ; neither is this alone
proper* to one commonwealth, but to all, nor to fo-
reign kingdoms, but to our own ; for though his Ma-
jesty, at his coming to the crown, found us vexed with
many defensive wars, as that in Ireland, that in the
Low Countries, and almost public against Spain, auxi-
liary in France, and continually in military employ-
ment,—although he found it lacerated and torn with
divers factions of Protestants and Papists, and others,
from amongst whom sprung some evil men, that endea-
voured to set into combustion the whole State,—yet,
nevertheless, he established a peace both honourable

MS. in his Life of James, and it is altogether a curious and valu-
able memorial of the stirring events of the time. It has not been
considered necessary to give much annotation, the original author
having himself presented the reader with most clear and full
accounts of the transactions he professes to commemorate, which
are besides notorious as matters of general history. - ‘

* Peculiar. ' ‘
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and profitable with all neighbouring Princes, and, by
relation, through all Europe, so that neither our friends
nor our enemies might be either feared or suspected.
After this general peace was concluded, and the working
heads of dangerous Papists were confined to a certain
course of life—that is, peace,—they now petitioned for
toleration, for release of vexation, to have liberty of
conscience. And, forsooth, because they cannot have
these things amongst them, they conceive a most hor-
rible and devilish plot by gunpowder to blow up in
Parliament even the whole State and Commons of this
kingdom ; and so at one puff to conclude all this peace,
and by that means to procure an unruly and unseemly
anarchy of this settled Government. And this not so
much to establish their own religion, for which pur-
pose they pretended it, but to establish their own
power and pre-eminency, and to raise some private
families to greatness and dignity, and so faction being
nourished, and that jurisdiction established, they might
with greater facility suppress whom they pleased, and
support their own state. Thus may we see that settled
governments do cherish in themselves their own destruc-
tion, and their own subjects are oftentimes the cause of
their own ruin, unless God of his mercy prevent it.

OF the Domestic Affairs, and of the Lascivious Course of such on
whom the King had bestowed the Honour of Knighthood.

Tris evil being discovered by the Lord Mount-
eagle, and overpassed, divers discontents happened,

some between the civilians and common lawyers, con-
Y 2
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cerning prohibitions. And for that there was one
Doctor Cowell stood stiffly against my Lord Coke,
divers discontents were nourished between the gentry
and commonality concerning inclosures, and it burst
out into a petty rebellion, which by some was con-
jectured not to happen so much for the thing itself,
as for to find how the people stood affected to the
present state, whereby divers private quarrels and
secret combustions were daily breaking out ; private
families sided one against another, and of these Pro-
testants against Papists, they thereby endeavouring to
get a-head, and from small beginnings to raise greater
rebellions ; new discontents shewed themselves ready,
and spoke that publicly which durst not heretofore
have been spoken in corners. In outward appearance
Papists were favoured, masses almost publicly ad-
ministered, Protestants discountenanced, dishonest men
honoured, those that were little less than sorcerers and
witches preferred, private quarrels nourished—but
especially between the Scottish and the English, duels
in every street maintained, divers sects of vicious per-
sons, under particular titles, pass unpunished or re-
garded, as the sect of Roaring Boys,* Bravadoes, and
such like, being persons prodigal and of great expense,
who, having run themselves into debt, were constrained
to run into faction to defend them from the danger of
the law ; these received maintenance from divers of the
nobility, and not a little (as was suspected) from the

* Ben Jonson alludes to these bravoes under the title of dngry
Boys. One of the characters in “the Alchemist” is made to say
that he was not so very young, having both seen the Angry
Boys, and witnessed them take tobacco. :
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Earl of Northampton ; which persons, though of them-
selves they were not able to attempt any enterprise,
yet faith, honesty, and other good arts being now little
set by, and citizens through lasciviousness consuming
their estates, it was likely that the number would
rather increase than diminish; and under these pre-
tences they entered into many desperate enterprises,
and scarce any durst walk the streets in safety after
midnight.

So that, to conclude, in outward show there ap-
peared no certain affection, no certain obedience, no
certain government amongst us; such persons on
whom the King bestowed particular honours, either
through pride of that or their own prodigality, lived
at high rates, and with their greatness brought in
excess of riot both in clothes and diet : so our ancient
customs were abandoned, and that strictness and seve-
rity that had wont to be amongst the English scorned
and contemned, every one applauding stranger or new
things though ever so costly, and for the attaining
of them neither sparing purse nor credit ; that prices
of all sorts of commodities are raised, and those
ancient gentlemen who had left their inheritances
whole and well furnished with goods and cattle (having
thereof kept good houses) unto their sons, lived to see
part consumed in riot and excess, and the rest in
possibility to be utterly lost. The holy estate of
matrimony most perfidiously broken, and amongst
many made but a May-game, by which means divers
private families have been subverted, bad houses in
abundance tolerated, and even great persons prosti-
tuting their bodies to the intent to satisfy and consume
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their substance in lascivious appetites of all sorts
Such knights or gentlemen as either through pride or
prodigality had consumed their substance, repairing to
the city, and to the intent to consume their virtues,
also lived dissolute lives ; and many of their ladies and
daughters, to the intent to maintain themselves accord-
ing to their dignity, prostitute their bodies in shameful
manner ; alehouses, dining-houses, taverns, and places
of vice and iniquity beyond measure abounding in
most places, there being as much exaction for sin as
there is racking of rents, and as many ways to spend
money as are windings and turnings in towns and
streets, so that in outward appearance the evil seems
to overtop the good, and evil intentions and counsels
rather prospered than those that were profitable to the
commonwealth.

Of the Lord Northampton’s coming to Honour.—The Cause of
the Division between the Hollanders and the English.—Between
the English and Irish.

Now Henry Howard, youngest son of the Duke of
Norfolk, continuing a Papist from his infancy even unto
this time, beginning to grow eminent, and being made
famous heretofore for his learning, having been trained
and brought up a long time in Cambridge, by the per-
suasion of the King changeth his opinion or religion
in outward appearance, and to the intent to reap unto
himself new honours, became a Protestant ;* for which

* According to Wilson (p. 8) he was “a known Papist, bred

up so from his infaney, yet then converted, as he pretended, by the
King, being the closest way to work his own ends.”
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cause he was created Earl of Northampton, and had the
King’s favours bountifully bestowed upon him. First,
the Office of Privy Seal, then the Wardenship of the
Cinque Ports, and lastly, the refusal of being Lord
Treasurer. This man was of a subtle and fine wit, of
a good proportion, excellent in outward courtesy, fa-
mous for secret information and for cunning flatteries,
and by reason of these qualities became a fit man for
the conditions of these times, and was suspected to be
scarce true to his Sovereign, but rather endeavouring,
by some secret ways and means, to set and broach new
plots for to procure innovation ; and for this purpose
it was thought he had a hand in the contention that
happened among the Hollanders and English concern-
ing the fishing,—the Hollanders claiming right to have
the fishing in the Levant, and the English claiming
right : upon this contention they fell from claim to
words of anger, from words of anger to blows, so that
there died many of them, and a score was left for a
further quarrel, but. that it was saved by wise go-
vernors, and the expectation of some disappointed.
Nevertheless the Papists, being a strong faction and
so great a man being their favourer,* grew into great
malice, and endeavour to make the insolence of the
Scottish to appear, who, to the intent that they might
be the more hated of the English, not contented with
their present state, would enter into outrages; some

* This refers to Philip Herbert, brother to the Earl of Pem-
broke, who had been taken into favour by James, and created
Earl of Montgomery. Osborn, who served under him as Master
of the Horse, has painted his character in the most unfavourable
colours.
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counterfeit the seal-manual, others whip the nobility
with disdain ; and a third sort secretly contrive the
English death, whereby it happened, beside common
clamour, that there were added secret discontents of
private persons, which caused a jealousy to happen
between these two nations; but his Majesty, being
both wise and worthy, foresaw the evil and prevented
it by proclamation, by which means these clamours
are stopped and the injuries and offences of both parties
were redressed.

The Irish, seeing these sores and hearing of these
misdemeanours (for they have their intelligences here
also), began to grow obstinate and make religion a
pretence to colour their intentions; for which cause
they stand out and protest loss of life and goods
rather than be forced from their opinion, being wan-
dering and inconstant, rather thirsting for rebellion,
to the intent to purchase their own liberty, than
peace, every new alteration gives occasion of discon-
tent, and causes the new complaints to be brought
to the King's ear, under pretence whereof they grow
contemptuous to their governors and haters of the
English laws.  The captains and soldiers grow negli-
gent for want of pay ; the greatest men envying one
another through private covetousness, and many inso-
lences being suffered, cause there also to be nourished
many misdemeanours, to the ruin of that Government.

These things being thus handled, administer occasion
to the Papists to hope for some alteration and change ;
and that as a body that is violent consumeth itself
without some special cause to maintain it, so these
occurrences will be the cause of their own destruction,
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At this time there was a league in Denmark, and
shortly after another in the Low Countries, but to

what end the beginnings were intended is yet un-
known. :

The Rising of the JEarl of Somerset.—His Favour and Greatness
with the King, and his Parentage and Descent.

Amoncst other accidents that happened about
these times, the rising of one Mr. Robert Carr was
most remarkable, a man born of mean parentage*
inhabitant in a village near Edinburgh in Scotland ;
and there, through the favour of friends, was preferred
to his Majesty to be one of his pages, (for he kept
twelve, according to the custom of the French,) and so
continued it as long as he was in Scotland.  After-
wards coming into England, the Council thought it
much more honourable to have as many footmen to
remain with his Majesty as the Queen had before him ;
whereupon these youths had clothes put to their backs,
according to their places, and fifty pounds a-piece in
their purses, and so were dismissed the Court. This
youth amongst the rest having thus lost his fortunes,
to repair them again makes haste into France and
there continued till he had spent all his means and
money ; and that now being bare in a strange country,

* Wilson (p. 54) says, he was “ descended from gentry of that
name.” He was, in fact, a son of Carr of Fernihurst, a faithful
servant of Queen Mary of Scotland, and frequently mentioned in
her Letters published by Miss Agnes Strickland. According to
some historiam, James never saw Carr till his attention was at-
tracted to him by the accident of the tilting-match.
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without friends or hope to attain his expectations,
returns back to England, bringing nothing with him
but the language and a few French fashions: never-
theless, by the help of some of his countrymen and
ancient acquaintances, he was preferred unto the Lord
Hayes, a Scotchman and favourite of the King’s, to
wait upon him as his page. Not longafter, this Lord,
amongst many others, was appointed to perform a
tilting, who bearing an affection to this young man as
well in respect that he was his countryman as that he
found him to be of a bold disposition, comely visage,
and proportionable personage, mixed with a courtly
presence, prefers him to carry his'device to the King
according to the custom of those pastimes used. Now
when he should come to alight from his horse to per-
form his office, his horse starts, throws him down, and
breaks his leg. This accident being no less strange
than sudden in such a place, causeth the King to
demand who he was? answer was made, his name was
Carr: he, taking notice of his name, and calling to
remembrance that such a one” had been his page,
causeth him to be had into the Court, and there pro-
vided for him until such time as he was recovered of
his hurt.®

After, and in process of time, this young man is

* It is stated that the King repeatedly visited him during his
confinement from this accident, with a view to ascertain his quali-
ties and merits ; and  though he found no great depth of literature
or experience, yet such a smooth and calm outside made him
think there might be good anchorage, and a fit harbour for his most
retired thoughts.” The gross partiality evinced by James for this
unworthy favourite is severely commented upon by contemporary
historians.
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called for, and made one of the Bedchamber to his
Majesty. He had not long continued in this place
but (by his good endeavours and diligent service in his
office) the King shewed extraordinary favour unto him,
doubling the value of every action of his in estima-
tion, so that many are obscured that he may be graced
and dignified ; thus, “the hand of the diligent mak-
eth riches, and the dutiful servant cometh to ho-
nour” He, of all other (either without fraud to
obtain it or desert to continue it) is made the King’s
favourite; no suit, no petition, no grants, no letter, but
Mr. Carr must have a hand in it, so that great rewards
are bestowed upon him by suitors, and large sums of
money by his Majesty, by which means his wealth
increased with his favour, and with both honour, for
virtue and rights dignify their owners, being from a
page raised to the dignity of knighthood. After that,
his favour still increasing with his honour, there was
no demand but he had it, no suit but he obtained it,
whether it were crown lands, lands forfeited or confis-
cated,—nothing so dear but the King bestowed upon
him, whereby his revenues were enlarged and his glory
so resplendent, that he drowned the dignity of the
best of the nobility and the eminency of such as were
much more excellent. By which means envy (the
common companion of greatness) procures him much
discontent ; but yet passing all disadventures, he con-
tinued in favour, and men being drawn to applaud
that which is either strange or new, begun to sue to
him and most to purchase him to be their friend
and assistant in Court, so great and eminent is his
favour. '
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Of the Breach that happened between the Earl of Essex and his
Countess.— Her Hatred towards Him.— His Lenity.— Her
Lightness.—His Constancy.

Now the ears of the vulgar being filled with the for-
tunes of this gentleman, it ministereth occasion to
them to pass their opinions concerning his worth and
desert ; some extol and laud his virtues, others the
proportion of his personage, many his outward court-
ship, and most, as they stood affected, either praised or
dispraised him, insomuch that, amongst the rest, the
Countess of Essex (a woman that at this time did not
greatly affect her husband, and withal being of a lust-
ful appetite, prodigal of expense, covetous of applause,
ambitious of favour, and light of behaviour,) having
taken notice of this young gentleman’s prosperity and
great favour that was shewn towards him above others,
in hope to make some profit of him, most admires him
to every one, commending his worth, spirit, audacity,
and agility of body, so that her lawful, ancient, and ac-
customed love towards her lord begins to be obscured,
and those embraces that heretofore seemed pleasing,
are turned into frowns and harsh unpleasant words,
utter her discontents unto her husband’s ears. The
good Earl, carrying an extraordinary affection towards
her, and being a man of a mild and courteous condi-
tion, withal honest and religious, ready rather to suffer
than correct these outrages, patiently admonishes her
to a better course of life, and to remember that all her
fortunes now depend upon his prosperity, and there-
fore she ‘in this offered more injury to herself than
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hurt unto him ; but, nevertheless, she persisted, and
from bare words returned to actions, thereby giving
people occasion to pass their censure* of this disagree-
ment, some attributing it to the inconstancy and loose-
ness of the Countess, others to the Earl’s travels, and
that in his absence she continued most inconstant, of a
loose life, suffering her body to be abused, and others
to make shipwreck of her modesty, and to abrogate the
rights of marriage. But most because she could not
have wherewith to satisfy her insatiate appetite and
ambition, her husband living a private life ; for these
causes, 1 say, she ran at random and played her
pranks as the toyf took her in the head, sometimes
publicly, sometimes privately, whereby she both dis-
paraged her reputation, and brought herself into the
contempt of the world. But, notwithstanding, the
Farl retains her with him, allows her honourable at-
tendance, gave her means according to her place, and
shewed an extraordinary affection, endeavouring rather
by friendly and fair persuasions to win her, than to
become perfidious over her.

But these things little avail where affections are
carried to another scope, and those things that to the
judgment of the wise become fit to be used, are of
others contemned and despised, so that almost all men
spake of the looseness of her carriage, and wonders
that the Earl will suffer her in these courses; where-
upon he modestly and privately tells her of it, giving
her a check for her inordinate courses, shewing her

* Judgment, opinion. Censure is constantly used by our old

writers in this sense, without any reference to the modern meaning
of the word. + Whim, fancy, conceit.
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how much it both dishonoured him, and disparaged her
in persisting, in the eye of the world, after so loose and
unseemly a sort, desiring her to be more civil at home,

and not so often abroad : and thus they parted.

Of my Lord Treasurer's Death.—Of Mr. Overbury’s coming out of
France.—His Entertainment.—He grows into Favour.

My Lord Treasurer Cecil, growing into years, having
been a good statesman, the only support of the Pro-
testant faction, the discloser of treasons, and the only
Mercury of our times, having been well acquainted
with the affairs of this commonwealth, falls into a dan-
gerous sickness, and, in process of time, through the
extremity of the malady, dies, not without suspicion
of poison, according to the opinion of some—others say
of a severe disease, some natural, and many not with-
out the privity of Sir Robert Carr.* And the reason
of their opinion was, because the King upon a time
having given unto Sir Robert the sum of twenty thou-
sand pounds, to be paid by my Lord Treasurer, Sir
Robert was denied it ; upon which denial there grew
some differences between them. The King was made
privy to it after this manner : my Lord having told
out five thousand pounds, laid it in a passage gallery
in several papers, and invites the King to breakfast,

* Cecil died on the 24th of May, 1612, at Marlborough, in the

fifty-first year of his age. There can be no reason for believing
the report of his death by poison, as he had been for some time
previously in a state of decay. The fact was, that the decease of
every person of eminence at this period was accompanied with
some rumour of the kind.
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bringing him through that gallery. The King de-
mands whose that money was; answer was made by
my Lord Treasurer, that it was but the fourth part of
that which his Majesty had given unto Sir Robert
Carr: whereupon the King retired from his former
grant, and wished Sir Robert Carr to satisfy himself
with that, holding it to be a great gift. He being
thus crossed in his expectancies, harboured in his heart
then a hope of revenge, which after happened, as was
suspected, but it was not certain, therefore I omit it.
Upon the death of this gentleman, one Mr. Over-
bury, some time a student of the law in the Middle
Temple, was newly arrived out of France, who, hav-
ing obtained some favour in Court beforetimes, be-
cause of some discontents, got licence to travel, and
now, at his return, was entertained into the favour of
Sir Robert Carr.  Whether this proceeded from any
love towards him, or to the intent to make use of him,
is uncertain ;¥ yet, nevertheless, he puts him in trust
with his most secret employments, in which he be-
haves himself honestly and discreetly, purchasing, by
his wise carriage in that place, the good affection and
favour not only of Sir Robert, but others also. In
process of time, this favour procures profit, profit trea-
sure, treasure power, power large employments, and in
him better execution ; for, where diligence and humi-

* This intimacy is said to have been brought about by James,
foreseeing the deficient education and experience of Carr, which
were likely to be obviated by his constant association with Over-
bury. The Queen gave great offence to the former by exclaiming
one day in his hearing,"when he and Overbury were walking to-
gether, < There goes Carr and his governor.”
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lity are associate in great affairs, their favour is ac-
companied with both ; or, that many courtiers perceiv-
ing his great hopes, grow into familiarity with him. The
Knight’s expectations are performed, and his business
accomplished rather more than less according to his
wishes ; so that, taking notice of his diligence, to out-
ward appearance gives him an extraordinary counte-
nance, uniting him into friendship with himself, in-
somuch that, to the show of the world, this band was
indissoluble ; neither could there be more friendship
used, since there was nothing so secret, nor any matter
so private, but the Knight imparted it to the advice
of Mr. Overbury.

Of Mrs. Turner’s Life.—How the Countess and she came ac-
quainted.—The Combination of the Earl’s Death.

Tue Countess of Essex having harboured in her
heart envy towards her husband ever until this time,
makes her repair unto Mrs. Turner, a gentlewoman
that from her youth had been given over unto a loose
kind of life, being of a low stature, fair visage, for out-
ward behaviour comely, but in prodigality and excess
most riotous, by which course of life she had consumed
the greatest part of her husband’s means and her own,
so that now, wanting wherewith to fulfil her expecta~
tions and extreme pride, falls into evil courses, and to
practice sorcery and enchantment. Her husband
dying left her in a desperate state because of her
wants, by which means she is made apt to enter into
any evil action, and to entertain any motion, be it
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never so mischievous. A doctor’s wife was during his
life her physician ; and in that time she having enter-
tained into her company his said wife, by that means
procured further acquaintance, being near of the said
disposition and temperature, as pares cum paribus
congregantur; from whence it happens that she was
suspected, even by her means and procurement, before
this to have lived a loose life ; for who can touch pitch
and not be defiled ? I say, having some familiarity
with this woman, and now taking some discontent at
her husband more than heretofore by reason of her
falling out with him, his sharp answers (as she con-
ceives) unto her, repairs to her house, and there
(amongst other discourses) disgorges herself against her
husband, whereby the cause of her grief might easily
be discovered. Mrs. Turner, as feeling part of her
pain, pities her, and in hope of profit, being now in
necessity and want, is safely drawn to effect anything
she requireth ; whereupon (by the report of some) it
was concluded at this time between them to administer
poison to the Earl ; but it taking not effect according
to their expectation, the Countess writes unto her to
this purpose.* The Earl having overpast this evil, and
continuing still in his pristine estate, procures not any
affection but more hatred and loathsomeness, so that
it burst daily forth, to my Lord’s great discontent, and
draws her headlong unto her own destruction.

* This infamous letter has been preserved, but it is scarcely
suited for publication. The Countess addresses her as ““Sweet
Turner,” and speaks of her husband in the most culpable manner.

VOL. II. Z
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Sir Robert Carr made Viscount Rochester.—The Acquaintance
between my Lord of Northampton and him.—The New Affec-
tion of the Countess.

Tue King taking great liking unto this young
gentleman, to the intent that he might be no less emi-
nent in honour than he was powerful in wealth and
substance, adorns him with the title of Viscount
Rochester, bestows the Secretaryship of State upon
him, so that his honours and his wealth make him
famous unto foreign nations.

These things coming to my Lord of Northampton’s
ears, having been a long time a favourite in Court and
now growing into years, and by reason thereof but
short-lived, and knowing the favour of the King to
depend upon many uncertainties, and that although at
this time he was the greatest actor in state affairs, yet
if this young man continued his height of glory all his
dignity would either be abated or overshadowed, and
that he had not that free access to the King’s ears
which he had wont to have, endeavoureth as much as
in him lieth to work this courtier either to be wholly
his or dependant upon his favour, that so having rela-
tion to him he might make use of his greatness; and
for that purpose he begins to applaud the wisdom and
government of the Viscount, his virtues, outward
courtship, comely carriage, and, to conclude, holding
him to be a man of no less worth and desert than any
about the King ; neither were these things spoke to
private and particular persons alone, but even unto the
ears of the King, to the intent the better to confirm
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the King’s favour towards him. These things coming
to this young nobleman’s ear, he takes it as a great
favour from so great a personage, and therefore so
much the more admires his own worth, raising his car-
riage above his wonted course, and, in hope of better
things, applauding every action that is performed by
the Earl ; by which means there grows a kind of com-
munity between them, and there wants nothing but
intercourse of speech for confirmance of acquaintance,
and procuring further relation either unto other.
Time offers opportunity ; the Earl and he meet, each
changeth acquaintance, with acquaintance a greater
familiarity, so that many times letters pass between
them in their absence, and courtly discourses being
present, by which means on all hands a confident
amity is concluded. For those times the Countess of
Essex, being a spectator of these fortunes, and perceiv-
ing the Viscount to be still raised up into power daily,
in hope of greater, is the more sinned in a lustful
desire, and the greater is her endeavour by the instiga-
tion of some of her best friends to accomplish what she
determineth : for greatness doth not qualify, but set
an edge upon lustful appetites; and where the most
means are to maintain it, there the greatest affections
are cherished.

The Course she takes to procure Affection.—She combines with
Doctor Forman.—They conclude to bewitch the Viscount.

In these furious fits she makes her repair unto Mrs.

Turner, and begins new complaint, whereby she makes
z2

oy (GO 8]@ e



340 SECRET HISTORY OF

manifest an extraordinary affection towards this young
gentleman, so that she could not rest without his
company, neither knew she any means to attain her
ends, there being no relation nor acquaintance between
them ; whereupon Mrs. Turner, being still her second
and ready to put any evil attempt into execution,
concludes with the Countess to enchant the Viscount
to affect her; and for this purpose they fall ac-
quainted with one Dr. Forman,* that dwelt at Lam-
beth, being an ancient gentleman and thought to have
gkill in the magic art. This man, by rewards and
gifts, was won to join with Mrs. Turner ; who now, to
the intent to prey upon the Countess, do endeavour
the best they may to enchant the Viscount’s affection
towards her. Much time is spent, many words of
witcheraft, great cost in making pictures of wax,
crosses of silver, little baubles for that use, yet all to
small purpose. At length they, continuing in their
sorcery, advise her to live at the Court, where she had
free access without controll, though small acquaintance
with him whom she most respected, nevertheless shewing
an affable countenance towards him, hoping, in process
of time, to obtain what she required.

Time at length offers opportunity, and amongst
others these two fall into league. The Countess being
joyful of her prey, admires him, useth all kindness that

¥ This quack has already been mentioned in the earlier part of
the present work. He was constantly engaged in squabbles with
the legitimate physicians of the day, and although his practices
were sufficiently notorious, he succeeded, with great trouble and
expense, in obtaining a Doctor's degree from the University of
Cambridge.
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may be to entrap him. He, whether by these enchant-
ments, or by the lightness of his own disposition car-
ried, is as much besotted, numbering her amongst the
best women, and doubling every action in his estima-~
tion, insomuch that he could scarce rest but in her
company ; whereupon their meetings grew frequent and
discourses pleasant, by these means inflaming the fire
of lustful appetite. These things having happened so
well to her expectation, causeth a great love towards
these good couple, viz. Doctor Forman and Mrs. Turner,
soliciting them with letters, with money, and large
promises, to continue still her friends. They, willing
to make use of her wealth more than expecting any
good they could accomplish by their art, persist.
Amongst her employments, Mrs. Turner makes trial for
herself, by which means many sleight and unaccus-
tomed tricks are practised, and now reported to have
returned to the hurt of many ; for a woman’s hands
being once entered into the act of sin, runs head-
long to her destruction, turning those evil acts to evil
ends, and endeavouring to purchase by that means
profit and commodity.

How it was thought that the Earl of Northampton had a hand in
this Business.— Invites the Viscount to Supper.— The Countess
and he meet.—Places of Meeting appointed.— Northampton
made Chancellor of Cambridge.

It was vulgarly opinionated that the Countess of
Essex, having sustained this discontent with her husband,
acquainted her uncle, the Earl of Northampton, of her
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affection especially towards this Viscount, who, weigh-
ing the profit that might redound to his own employ-
ments, if there were such affinity,”* had betwixt them
seemed to give a liking towards it, and endeavours
rather to further it, than at all to dissuade her or giving
her the honest and good counsel to be dutiful to her
husband, as was fitting. Howsoever, the first meeting
that they had wherein there was any conference was
at this Earl’s house, who invited the Viscount to sup ;
and there finding the Countess, they, at their pleasure,
appointed meetings for further discourses. But whether
there was any one made privy unto those things is not
evident ; but from this time, the Countess and Viscount
continue their loose course of life, and, as was com-
monly suspected, had further relation than was fitting,
to the great disparagement of them both, and dishonour
of so noble a house.

What the issue of these things is, continues in
obscurity ; notwithstanding, the Earl of Northamp-
ton is much blamed, the Countess defamed, and the
Viscount himself, for his looseness, suspected. Now
was this Lord propounded, at the Regent House, to
be Chancellor of Cambridge ; the scholars fall into di-
verse opinions, and the Vice-Chancellor. propounding+
the Prince to oppose him, the election passeth on the
Earl’s side ; he refuseth, but still- flatters the scholars ;
he makes the King acquainted with it, and though

* «The Earl of Northampton, that knew of the endearments
betwixt the Viscount and his niece, so base and mercenary was his
spirit, thought it good policy to stop all passages, that it might not
come into the public mouth.”—Wilson, p. 66.

+ Proposing.
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willing to undertake it, yet showing an unwillingness,
endeavours rather to be urged to it than receive it
voluntarily. This was imputed because of his opposite®
the Prince, but the truth was, to prove whether the
scholars® affections were settled upon love and respect
unto himself, or merely to depend upon his greatness.
The King writes in his behalf to the Vice-Chancellor ;
they proceed to a new election. The Earl again is
chosen, his title is sent him, and he, in requital, sends
many flattering and plausive+ letters, and, that they
might be the more acceptable, being sent unto scho-
lars, wrote to them in Latin. It is intolerable the flat-
tery that he used.

Overbury grows into Grace with the King.—Is made Knight.—
The Intercourse between the Countess and the Viscount made
known to Overbury.

AFTER some continuance of time Mr. Overbury
grows eminent in the Court, as well by reason of the
Viscount’s favour as the good and careful diligence that
he had in Court employments ; so that now comparing
his worth with his wealth, he is had in more respect,
and the honour of Knighthood bestowed upon him with
a hope of better things. - This, howsoever in itself it be
not valuable, yet, in the spectators, it striketh a doubt,
especially in the Viscount, for sovereignty and love
can abide no paragon. Things that at the beginning
proceed with modesty, are little or nothing regarded ;
but when men grow old in such things as are hateful,
they make every place alike, and, with a blushless face,

* Adversary. 1 Plausible.
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commit them to the open view. By this means Over-
bury came acquainted with this intercourse between
the Viscount and the Countess ; for now they, having
had some time of familiarity and intercourse in re-
mote places, shame not to sin in the Court, and that
to the privity of Sir Thomas, who both loathes and
hates what he sees, avoiding rather than intruding
himself to the knowledge of it ; neither meddles he any
way or other in it, but lets them alone in their vicious
courses, and rather seems to be ignorant than to take
any notice of it. Nevertheless, he is employed to
carry letters to and fro, between the Countess and
the Viscount, some to Paternoster Row, some to Ham-
mersmith, and others to other places of meetings which
were appointed between them ; by which means, com-
paring both actions together, he enters into the secret
secrets of this mystery, and became acquainted with
more things than the Viscount would have had him,
from whence a kind of jealousy was carried towards
him. :

Of the Second Complaint of the Earl of Essex.—The Countess
combines with Turner to bewitch him.—It taketh effect.—For-
man's Death.—One Gresham is entertained * into the business.

Now the Earl of Essex, perceiving himself to be rather
less regarded than any whit at all esteems, enters into
a new discourse with his Lady, with many protestations
both of his constancy and love towards her, but withal
tells her of her looseness, and of the report of the vul-
gar, and what a strange course of life she led, contrary

* Retained.
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to all virtue and honesty ; which stung the Countess to
the heart, and more incensed her and augmented her
malice towards him, so that, in a great fury, she takes
her coach and repairs to her ancient acquaintance,
Mrs. Turner, who, according to her old custom, is ready
to perform any evil act, and then they combine to be-
witch the Earl and procure a frigidity quoad hane, for
this purpose. Dr. Forman is sent for, letters are writ-
ten for the procuring of means, pictures in wax are
made, crosses, and many strange and uncouth things ;
for what will the evil leave unattempted to accom-
plish their ends? Many attempts failed, and still the
Earl stood it out. At last they framed a picture in
wax, and got a thorn from a tree that bare leaves, and
stuck upon the privity of the said picture, by which
means they accomplished their designs. This being
done according to her expectation, she repairs to her
house of Chartly, and thither the Earl comes to her,
but whether he was more lusty than she expected, or
what other accident happened, is unknown. Never-
theless, she grew jealous of her art, and falls into a
great fear that all their labour was lost ; whereupon
she writes a letter ¥ to Dr. Forman to this effect :—

SWEET FATHER,

Avrnovan I have found you ready at all times to
further me, yet must I still entreat your help. Where-
fore I beseech you remember me, that you keep the
doors close, and that you still retain the Lord with me,

* This letter was produced at the trial of Mrs. Turner, in 1615,
the 9th of November, when it was stated to have been found acci-
dentally some time after Forman’s death in one of his pockets.
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and his affection towards me. I have no cause but to
be confident in you ; although the world be against me,
yet heaven fails me not. Many are the troubles I sus-
tain, the doggedness of my Lord, the crossness of mine
enemies, and the subversion of my fortunes, unless you,
by your wisdom, do deliver me out of the midst of
this wilderness, which I entreat, for God’s sake. From
Chartly.

Your affectionate, loving daughter,
Frances Essex.

This letter coming to the hands of the old man, pro-
cures a new attempt, and now he goes and enchants
a nutmeg and a letter,—one to be given to the
Viscount in his drink, the other to be sent unto him
as a present. These things being accomplished, he
not long after died, leaving behind him some of these
letters, whereby the Countess had intercourse with him,
in his pocket, which gave some light into the business,
amongst which this same was one. Dr. Forman
being dead, Mrs. Turner wanted one to assist her;
whereupon, at the Countess’s coming up to London,
one Gresham was nominated to be entertained into
this business, and, in process of time, was wholly in-
terested in it. 'This man was had in suspicion to have
had a hand in the gunpowder-treason, he wrote so
near it in his Almanac ; but, without question, he was
a very skilful man in the mathematics,* and in his

Its authenticity was fully acknowledged. Coke, who presided at
the trial, alluding to the letter in the text, styled the Countess
““a daughter of Forman, the foreman of the devil.”

* ¢« This Gresham was without any question a very learned
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latter time in witcheraft, as was suspected, and there-
fore the fitter to be employed in these practices, which,
as they were devilish, so the devil had a hand in them.

The Countess sends the Viscount this Letter, enchanted by Dr.
Forman. — Places of Meeting appointed. — Their Intolerable
Looseness,— Poet’s Verses upon them.—The Beginning of their
Fall.

Urox her return she sends gratulations to the Vis-
count, and with those the letter sent her by Dr.
Forman. He reads it, and the more he reads the more
is entangled, for no man knows the miseries that are
contained in evil art; and who can withstand the
words of evil tongues? Whereupon he returns answer,
and new places of meeting are assigned ; amongst the
rest, one at Hammersmith. In the meantime the
Viscount makes dispatch of his business, leaves things
half done, half undone, to the intent he might meet
her who had now staid for his coming above two

hours ; and being met, they solemnly salute each other,

fall into divers discourses and insinuating praises,
from words to deeds, and from speaking to acting.
The Countess having obtained that she desired,
and the Viscount, caught in the net of adulation,
the more he striveth to be loosened, is caught the
faster ; so that lust, by this means having got liberty,
being covered with greatness, like a fire long concealed

man in all the astronomical sciences, and was suspected of witch-
craft by divers, being undoubtedly taken to have had a part in
these enchantments used by the Countess.—Life of Overbury,
Rawlinson MSS.
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in a pile of rotten wood, burst forth with all looseness
and licentiousness : places of more frequent and pri-
vate meetings being concluded between them, persons
fitting to their purposes being acquainted with their
proceedings, watchwords are given.  All these things
having relation to a certain end, make them more
boldly and safely to accomplish that which both times
and memory cannot demonstrate in former history.
How these good parts, which seemed heretofore to be
hopeful in the Viscount, consume to cinders, and the
corruption remains to brand him in the forehead for
his ill living! His modesty becomes eclipsed, his be-
haviour light, his carriage unseemly in his place ;
nothing so costly nor attire so uncouth, but at all cost.
and charges he obtains it for the increase of favour.
New fashions are produced that he might shew more
beautiful and fair, and that his favour and personage
might be made manifest to the world. And for this
purpose yellow bands,* dustedt hair, curls crisped,
frizzled, sleek skins, open breasts beyond accustomed
modesty, with many other inordinate attires now worn
on both sides to the shew of the world, so that for the
increase of dishonest appetites they were abundantly
practised and praised : surfeiting thus upon pleasure,
having been before accustomed unto hardness, causeth
him to fall into all manner of forgetfulness, letting all
things go to wreck ; careless in attendance, negligent
in state affairs, ignorant of his own worth, and subject-

* We have already had a curious notice of the fashion of wear-
ing yellow bands, which only suffered a temporary depression after:
the trial of Mrs. Turner, being afterwards more in use than ever.

+ Powdered.
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ing himself to the lustful appetite of an evil woman,
accounting no time so well spent nor hours deemed so
happy as when dalliance and pleasant discourse pass
between them either in words or writings, so that in
him may be verified the old saying of the poet.

¢« Of thousand youths there scarce is one
That virtue valueth as his prize ;
For vice deceives them, and alone
The show of virtue blinds their eyes.
Although their countenance pensive be,
Their garments and their habits grave,
Yet all their fruit, doubtless, we see
Is lust and glory that they crave.”

These things lay him open to the ill affection of
them that hate him, and lays the foundation of his
utter subversion, since the eyes of all men are upon
such as are eminent ; and, as black upon white is soon
discovered, so evil conditions and lascivious affections
are soonest perceived in such persons.

The Faithfulness of Sir Thomas Overbury unto the Viscount.—
The Advice he gave him contemned.—Favours are more be-
stowed upon him.—Made of the Privy Council.

Tais course of life being something strange to those
that were ignorant of these designs, gives new occasions
of wonder and admiration, how he should continue
still in favour, many things being left undone, others
done to the halves, insomuch as all must now liec upon
Overbury’s neck ; and this doth he honestly and to the
Viscount’s credit, attributing every action to his doing,
although of him neglected,—answers for him in his
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absence, hastens dispatches in his presence, furthers
the request of suitors, and, through the neglect and
carelessness of the Viscount, grows into greater credit
and esteem, so that his carefulness, sufficiency, and
diligence, make him become eminent and beloved
both of the King and Council; yet, nevertheless, he
lessens his own worth, gives all the dignity to the Vis-
count. Endeavouring to search out how the people
stood affected towards him ; he finds both many com-
plaints and some injuries to be done unto him, who
being blinded with pleasure, overslips them, or lets
them pass with small respect. Whereupon he takes
occasion at a time convenient to utter this or the like
words unto him :—* Sir, howsoever other things may
pass either with small regards, or be smothered with
honour and greatness, yet such things as lay a man
open to obloquy and contempt, can hardly be obscured
in a person public and eminent as your Lordship ;
which things are often esteemed to be in a man that
outwardly seemeth light and effeminate, or inwardly
wanteth the ballast of government to poise external
actions. Of a truth, sir, be it spoken without offence,
the Court calls your modesty into question, and fears
that those honours that should be hereditary to noble
personages will be obscured with eminent evils and
blemishes with levity and inconstancy.”*

These, with many other discourses, having at tlns
time passed between them, sounded something harshly
in the Viscount’s ears, as all good counsel becomes evil
to those that are evil, and, in a kind of anger, flung from

* This speech is given with a very few trifling variations in the
L’{S. life of Sir Thomas Overbury, before quoted.
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him, though undeserved. Yet, nevertheless, all his coun-
tenance and favour was not wholly obscured but that
he might still enjoy that which he expected, which
was hope of preferment. More favours are bestowed
upon the Viscount, being called to be one of the Privy
Council ; which honour, howsoever it was great, and
more than was expected, yet because he was young,
(one that, in the opinion of the world, was of no educa-
tion, literature, or experience, besides these inordinate
causes,) brings him into further contempt of the world,
so that every man would take the freedom of their
language, and speak harshly of these proceedings,—some
condemning his course of life, others his insufficiency
because of his youth, and most his want of experience ;
by which means his greatness overtops his substance,
and, as a ship without ballast is tottered to and again
to the terror of those that are in it in a storm and high
water, even so these honours thus suddenly bestowed
upon him before the due time, lays him the more open
to the evil opinion of the envious, and with some doth
the sooner hasten his ruin.

For which cause it behoveth such as are thus drawn
up merely by fortune either to be possessed of such
virtues beforehand, that thereby they might maintain
themselves in their greatness, or else to expect a sud-
den overthrow at a time unexpected.

The Prince takes dislike at the Viscount.—Speech of Marriage
with the Palsgrave.—Conditions concluded upon.

Now Prince Henry was living, and having some in-
telligence of this loose kind of life which the Viscount
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led, and being something jealous of him because of
that he heard, doth utterly dislike him, forbears his
company,* or whether for that or some other cause, it
is unknown, falls flat at odds with him, not once giving
him any countenance, or vouchsafing him his company.
Not long after, as it might be about the beginning of
November, he fell sick, continued so some week or
little more, the malady increasing, (laying in his head,)
he dies+ A man may say of this Prince as was said
of Mecanas, both for wisdom and strength of body
there was not the like to be found amongst the Eng-
lish. The hope of England! Strange was the acci-
dent, and many the rumours that ensued upon his
death. Some said, that a French physician killed him ;
others, that he was poisoned ; again others thought
that he was bewitched. Yet no certainty could be
found but that he died a natural death.

This accident filled all the kingdom with lamenta-
tions, and caused the wedding that followed at Can-
dlemas after to be kept in sable. The funeral was per-
formed in great state, and with more grief. Much
might be said, but I leave it; my purpose being
only in brief to set out these matters to memory,
that after ages may see the evils of other times, where
the greatest part of many courtiers’ actions are to
find out tricks how to circumvent their fellow-servant,

* ¢« And on account of the loose conduct of this nobleman, our
ever-adored Prince Henry adopted such a dislike to him, as was
truly and religiously founded on the bad principles of the said Earl,
who was not worthy the favour of such a master.”—MS. Life of
Overbury. t See vol. i. p. 46.
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and some (if it were possible) to dispossess the King of
his dignity, as hereafter shall be shown, —so many
are the discontents that are cherished amongst them,
These domestic affairs having thus happened, and the
death of the Prince having filled the Court with sor-
row, and the Court being full of other employment,
by reason of the marriage that was to be had with
the Palsgrave of the Rhine and her Grace, (who was
now marriageable,) I shall pass over the rest in si-
lence. The match is concluded, and great expecta-
tion and provision for his coming over to perform the
ceremony of matrimony are made. At whose coming
many rumours were spread abroad ; first, that the
Spaniard took this to the heart, and thereupon lay to
do him some mischief by the way ; that there was a
ship of pocket-pistols come out of Spain, and that it
was intended by the Papists to have made a massacre,
and that Northampton did utterly oppose this match ;
for he was as great an enemy to the Dutch and Pro-
testants as ever Cecil was their friend ; and that many
Priests were arrived, and public procession had by the
Papist, and such like ; yet, nevertheless, it was accom-
plished with great pomp and state, all, or the greatest
part of the nobility being there present. The nobles
present a mask in the great Banqueting House, the
gentlemen of the Middle Temple another, and Gray’s
Inn a third, besides three days’ tilting and running at
the ring, the King being there in person, with the
young Prince ; besides many other pastimes, both
stately and becoming the dignity of a King.

At this time there was proclamation against far-
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thingales* but to little purpose, for they rather were
used greater than diminished ; for where a thing is
once grown into a habit, it is hardly to be restrained.
There was another proclamation upon the former re-
port of the coming of a ship of pocket-pistols out of
Spain, that no man should carry a pistol in his pocket,
nor any that should be less than a foot long in the
barrel. About this time also the Papists were dis-
armed, and many strange rumours raised with things
because they were uncertain. I omit to relate themy
being rather pertinent unto state than unto profit.

Ambassadors sent into Russia, Suethia, and other Provinces, for
the Renewing of Friendship of the Leaguer in the Low Coun-
tries.—That Rumour of it.

ManY outrages having been now of late committed
by the Archduke upon the States, divers rumours were
raised concerning the Leaguer, both strong and uni-
versal ; for there were parties, the Pope, the Emperor,
the King of Spain, and a Cardinal to aid the Arch-
duke against the States. The foundation of this com-
bustion was laid upon the sacking of a Protestant
town in Brabant, whereupon Grace Maurice drew out
some thousands into the field, and some sore blows
happened ; and it was suspected that it would have
gone farther, and that there would have been a general

* Farthingales of a ridiculous size were in vogue at this period.
One of the pictures of the Queen represents her hands just resting
on the verge of one, with her arms extended. They were fre-
quently constructed so that the arms could rest upon them.
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opposition between Protestant and Papist : but, by the
means of the Pope and the King, it was agreed, and
went no further, but left a scar to give a new occasion.

The war of Denmark was likewise brought unto a
happy end, and the King retained his right there. Not
long after the issue thereof, ambassadors were sent
unto Moscow to renew the league of friendship with
the Emperor, who now, being brought low by continual
wars, was glad to entertain such a motion ; traffic is
confirmed there with the nation. And from thence
the same ambassadors went to Suethia, to conclude a
league of friendship, the reason whereof was thought
to be for the ancient amity that had been heretofore
between the King and that nation. And from thence
they went to the Duke of Cleves, and so to the Em-
peror with salutations,

The Suit of the Clothworkers.—My Lord of Rochester stands for
them.—The Complaint of the Countess.—She sues for a Di-
vorce.

Now this year the clothworkers, being covetous of
larger employments, petition the King and Council that
there might go no more white cloths out of this king-
dom, but that they might be all dressed and dyed here
before they went over; and the reasons of their pe-
tition were three: first, that the Hollander, making
use of the dressing and dyeing other cloth, sold us our
own cloth almost double the value that they bought
it for, whereby they were enriched and we impove-

rished. A second reason, that whereas there are a
AAR
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multitude of poor in this kingdom that wanted em-
ployment, if they might have the dyeing and dressing
of those cloths, it would find them work whereby
they might be relieved ; and there was no reason why
another should make benefit of that which we might
make good use of ourselves. Lastly, whereas the trade
of dressing of cloth began to decay ; if now they might
but have this, in process of time it might be restored,
and they might have as good skill in dressing cloth as
the Dutchmen. My Lord of Rochester, my Lord of
Northampton, and my Lord Treasurer, the Earl of Suf-
folk that now is, were great agents in that business,
and were thought to have been promised great sums
of money to accomplish it.

Now the Countess begins new complaints, and find-
ing her art to continue firm, and that indeed there
was such frigidity accomplished ; for which cause she
protests that she would never keep him company any
longer, and desired a divorcement. This seems strange
unto the world, who took notice of the Earl to be of
an able body*, and likely to have many children,
and to undertake any exploit for the good of the
commonwealth ; indeed, valuing this to be but an idle
and vain rumour, that was spread (as after happeneth)
to see how such a thing would be liked in the world,
and therefore let it pass with little notice.

In the meantime there is a motion between North-

* «He was by nature of a strong frame, which made the com-
plaint of his lady the more strange to the world; yet it is divers

times seen that such defects arise from other causes, and many the
- strongest men have had the like charges brought against them.”—
MS. Life of Sir Thomas Overbury.
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ampton and her for a marriage ; and since it was so,
that the world had taken notice of their looseness, now
to make some satisfaction they would consummate a
wedding between them. This motion was well liked
of on both sides, but the obstacle remained,—her hus-
band was alive, and the law would not permit her to
have two husbands ; whereupon she grows so much the
more eager for a divorce, that so she might have a new
husband, (for women of her disposition delight in
change,) and therefore renews her complaint. Advice
is taken in the business, whether such a thing may be
had, there being no cause public as adultery, or dislike

. of the hushand. Again, it was a question whether the

wife might sue a divorce or not, for that the bill of
divorcement was given to the husband, and not to the
wife. Many such like objections being disputed to
and again, at last it was concluded, that in case the
Earl was as she reported, it was lawful that there
might be a divorce, and the reason was, that there
must be a frigidity quoad hanc ; for which cause it
was thought lawful to sue a divorce. Upon this they
proceeded ; twelve matrons were empanneled, the day
appointed, and the verdict returned that she was a
true maid. Who should bring this to the ears of the
King but my Lord of Northampton, and so to the
world, who grows jealous of fraud, doubting either cor-
ruption or deceit (for it was vulgarly reported, that
she had had a child long before in my Lord’s absence) ;
whereupon, some say this, some say that, and most
that the Countess was not searched, but that one of
Sir Thomas Monson’s daughters was brought in to be
searched in her place, and so both jury and judges
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deceived.* But how true this is, is not credible ; yet,
nevertheless, they grant a bill of divorce. And now, a
separation being had between them, the Earl, in a great
discontent, leaves the Court, and repairs to his house
in Warwickshire, and there now lives a private life.

The Motion of the Marriage goes forward.—Overbury’s Opinion
concerning it.—He dissuades Rochester from it.—The Breach
between them.—The Principal Cause of it.

Now might there be a lawful discourse of marriage,
since there was a lawful divorce ; but yet nevertheless
it was kept private, and only some particular friends
made privy : on Rochester’s side, Overbury, whose ad-
vice he, amongst others, required in this business, to
what end it is unknown. Nevertheless Overbury was
utterly against it, and being in serious discourse with
him concerning this subject in the passage-gallery at
Whitehall, entered into these oy the like words, as was
reported : First, how much he stood obliged to him for
his countenance and favour, and therefore would speak
nothing but that which was truth; then how dutiful
and ready he was to perform all his commands, from
whence he might easily perceive that what he spoke
was out of affection. And lastly, that he had often
endeavoured to avert his mind from these things, that
both time and the envy of men might turn to his
prejudice, taxing him that he had made all this to
become hurtful unto him, and converting the meaning
of good intentions towards him to his disparagement

* D’Ewes has alluded to this very improbable tale, which does
not seem to have any real foundation.
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and loss. Notwithstanding, the Viscount still pressed
him on to pass his opinion, professing great kindness,
and to do nothing without his opinion ; whereupon he
lets him understand that, perceiving the common
report of the multitude and weighing them with the
greatness of his person, that he found it to be no less
hurtful to his preferment than helpful to subvert and
overthrow him, for who would (being possessed of so
great possibilities as he was, so great honours and
large revenues, and daily in expectation of others,)) cast
all away upon a woman that is noted both for her
infamy and immodesty, and pull upon him the satire
and contempt of great personages for so small a matter?
Then he willed him to consider with himself the con-
dition of the person whereof he spoke, the manner of
her carriage from her youth, her pert conversation,
the many envies, dishonours, and dislikes that were
attendant upon her; and besides, which is now the
common report, of the vulgar (and he should find them
to be so), many evils to attend his subversion and
overthrow. It is mot the nature of a wise man to
make her his wife whom he hath made his mistress ;
lastly, willed him to expect no better requital at her
hands than that which she had shewn her former hushand,
and withal to weigh the present condition that he was
in, and compare it with the future. How he had but
(as it were) an inclination unto such a thing, neither
were those things made evident that after-ages would
lay open ; nevertheless, that he was taxed with in-
civility, levity, and, indeed, effeminativeness ; that, by
the opinion of the wise, he was judged altogether un-
worthy of that honour that was bestowed upon him ;
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but when these surmises should come by this his mar-
riage to be made evident, what evils, before now but
suspected, should now be enlarged and laid to his
charge. Honour is not attended with voluptuousness,
nor are the leaves of a rotten branch to be cherished
upon a new-planted tree ; but that if he meant to be
made famous, and to continue that with him that he
now freely enjoyed, his opinion was that he should
utterly leave and forsake her company, and to hold
her both hurtful and hateful.

These speeches drew on others, and the Viscount,
being a little nettled in his affections, grows some-
thing harsh ; and Sir Thomas, having been hereto-
fore excepted at with these kind of contentions, grows
so much the more careless, answers word for word,
so that from fair and friendly speeches they grow
to words of anger, and either to cross other in con-
clusion. Overbury requires his reparation due unto
him, and so wills Rochester to leave him to his
own fortunes, for that he could not endure these
inordinate jangles which he had accustomed towards
him of late ; and that if there had been anything said
that was either offensive unto him or to the disparage-
ment of the Countess, it was by his own procurement,
and by reason of the good-will and affection that he
bare him : with these and many other such words

they part.
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Rochester and the Countess meet.—They conclude the Death of
Overbury.—That Northampton had a hand in it.—The Causes
why.

Tue Countess having ere this borne a deadly hate
towards Overbury, because he had oftentimes before
dissuaded the Viscount to abstain from her company ;
yet now, having disclosed unto her his speech, she
becomes much more revengeful, especially because he
had taxed her with a bad name.* For truth is hate-
ful to the evil, and what before she concealed now
breaks forth with fury,—for concealed anger is much
worse than open violence,—persuading Rochester that it
was not possible that ever she should endure these in-
juries or hope for any prosperity so long as he lived, he
being the only man that withstood his purposes ; with
many other persuasions, that he only of all men began
to grow eminent, and who was so likely to be the man
to step up next after him as Overbury : insomuch as
these persuasions, together with his own conceived
evils, procures the Viscount to give a liking to her
determinations, and to put his hand into the fire,
where he needed not making himself accessory to that
which he had no occasion to put in practice at all.

There were some that charged Northampton to have
had a hand in these businesses, and to have uttered

* “8ir Thomas must not indeed be blamed for speaking the
plain truth of this bad woman, although it stirred her up the
rather to her evil designs, thinking to battle the truth by the death
of a true man, as if Providence guarded it by only one sentinel.”—
MS. Life of Overbury.
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these and the like words; that he wondered how the
Viscount could be so much affected to his man Over-
bury, that without him he could do nothing, as
‘twere, making him his right hand, seeing he being
newly grown into the Knight’s favour, and wholly
depending upon his greatness, must expect to come to
ruin when that man rose to preferment. Also, he con-
demned Overbury for his boldness and peremptory
sauciness, that checked and corrected the Viscount for
the love that passed betwixt the Countess and him,
and opposed many of his designs and purposes; where-
upon he concluded, that unless he did either curb his
greatness or abate his pride, he in time would be equal
to him both in power and greatness.

Whether this proceeded out of fear of himself
or envy towards Overbury, or to collogue* with his
niece and Rochester, and to prevent the plainness
of Sir Thomas, that altogether distasted these jug-
gling courses, it cannot be conceived; but these are
the last words that he spake on that subject : —
that for his own part he knew himself clear of all
offence against the State, and their family was so
eminent in the Commonwealth that he could not
hurt him. But for Rochester being made privy to
all his designs, growing peremptory, and no whit
tractable to his disposition, besides likely to come
to eminency and honour in the Commonwealth, he
finds it both necessary and fitting for his safety that
he should be a means to dispatch him. Whereupon
the Viscount, being led by the nose, as he thought for
the best, gives consent, and endeavours to put in prac-

* Conspire.
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tice that which they had ‘determined ;—mnow on all
hands they cast about how this might be effected and
pass unregarded, so that they might sustain no loss or
disparagement by the attempt.

Sir William Wade removed from the Lieutenancy of the Tower.—
Sir Jervase Yelvis preferred.

For this purpose alone it was thought that a quarrel
was picked with Sir William Wade, who was now Lieu-
tenant of the Tower, and had continued it a great
while ; but there were other causes objected, as, first,
he was thought too severe against the Lady Arabella,
and gave some other prisoners too much liberty. An-
other was, that he, being now grown rich, began to
grow careless, and neglected his office. But the very
truth of the business was thought to be this,—=Sir Jer-
vase Yelvis, being a Lincolnshire gentleman, having been
brought up in publiclife from his youth, trained in the
study of the laws in Lincoln’s Inn, and ambitious of
preferment, offered a sum of money for that honour
and place ; for howsoever Sir William Wade might be
one way taxed for his too much desire of wealth, which
thing might be tolerable in him, being pressed with a
great charge ; yet he was wise, honest, and discreet in
his place, and discharged it with much more sufficiency
than he that succeeded him ; but according to the
saying of the poet, —

¢ Those men that store of money have,
With prosperous wind shall sail,

And fortune plies unto their wish—
To speed they cannot fail.”
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By this means he is got into the Lieutenancy, and for
this cause Sir William Wade is put out. Things ordered
after this sort never proceed without envy ; and un-
less the persons that enjoy such places be very con-
siderate, it is likely they will have a sudden fall : but
what care men of power for such things? He being
established in his office, must (to re-collect his money
paid) use some kind of extortion ; and, to bear out this,
be observant to such as preferred him, that so by their
countenance he might use the greater liberty. For this
cause, he made the Earls of Northampton and Rochester
the whole end of his actions, fearing more to displease
them than the King : a fit man for their purpose.

The Countess repairs to Mrs. Turner to enquire a Man out for her.
—Makes Complaint of Overbury’s Insolence.—Discloses her
Determination.—Weston is nominated.

In the meantime the Countess thought it not
enough to hear, nor to fret and fume, nor to persuade
and entreat my Lord to undertake this dangerous
enterprise ; but to Mrs. Turner she must go, and there
renew her complaint, with tears hardly found in a
woman of her disposition, protesting that she was
never so defamed ; neither did she ever think that
any man durst have been so saucy as to call her a
base woman—and that to Rochester, her only hope,
and with an impudent face. But Overbury—that
Nero, that scum of men, that devil incarnate!—he
might do anything, and pass either unregarded or un-.
punished. This moves pity in this pitiful woman,
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Mrs. Turner,* who frets as fast to see her fret, so
that there is such storming between them as is in-
credible. At length, even as we see two clouds, after
long strife in the air which shall have priority in
place, join in one, so these two women, after they
had fulfilled their frantic humour, join in this to be
the death of him: that must be the end (there is no
malice to the malice of a woman) ;—no submission,
no entreaty, no persuasion could prevail ; but he must
die! Mrs. Turner soothes her with—ay, that she
would !—and it is pity he should live to defame so
honourable a lady, so well descended, to the utter
disparagement of her house! and that rather than he
should pass with life, she would be his death’s-means
herself,—words of course, in such cases where people
are carried away with heavy malice —not with reason.

Yet, for all this, coming to their right senses, they
begin to weigh the matter, and that it was no small
thing to kill a man, both in respect of conscience and
law ; therefore they cast about which would be the
best way to do it; at last they conclude to poison
him was the only way, and that with less suspect.
But then the party that should do it was to seek for:
he must be no ordinary man—some apothecary or
physician, that might temper the poison rightly to
take effect, according to their mind. After long
study, one Weston is named, that had some time been
servant to Dr. Turner, and thereby learned such ex-
perience that now was so fitting to accomplish that

* The author of the MS. Life of Overb'ury, so often referred to,

quaintly remarks, that “her tears might always be had for the
asking.”
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rage him to it, as to see how he stood affected. Where-
upon, finding him hammering upon his determination,
not being certainly determined of anything, he joins
with him, and utterly dissuades him from undertaking
it : “for,” quoth he, “your preferment and your ex-
pectations lie not amongst foreign nations; you are
now in credit at home, and have already made trial of
the dangers of travel. Why, then, should you hazard
all upon uncertainties, being in possession (as a man
might say) of all that you may expect by this means
already %”

These speeches, what with the trust that he put
in the Viscount, what with the doubtfulness of his
mind, doth in a manner confirm his opinion rather
to leave it than to take it; but, nevertheless, gives
him to understand that it was no small thing to op-
pose the determination of the Council, and to con-
tradict the King's employment ; for in either of these
he must expect the displeasure of both, and be in
danger to receive condign punishment. But Roches-
ter, to get these doubts out of his mind, with great
protestations and long discourses, lets him understand
that he had so much experience of his worth, and
found him so faithful and diligent in his employment,
that he could as well miss his right hand as miss him;
and that in case any such danger should happen to
him, yet, nevertheless, if either his word, his letter, his
credit, or favour, could mitigate release, or relieve him,
it should not be wanting to do him ease or pleasure.
Being led on with these hopes, he is in a manner drawn
utterly to deny that which was intended for his profit,
and to give him a fit opportunity to execute their
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art of poisoning) entertained for the purpose, and with
a resolute mind, ready to effect it, made them neither
suspect nor doubt anything, only how they might get
him to the Tower. For this purpose it is thought
fit that Rochester, having the King’s ear, should be
a means to possess his Majesty with some misde-
meanours that he had committed, that thereby the
King being intent against him, and the refusal of the
embassage making evident the truth of this complaing,
that they need not doubt of any such matter. Where-
upon my Lord of Rochester, amongst other things, (at
a time convenient,) lets the King understand how in-
solent Overbury was grown ; that he not only con-
temned him, but his Majesty also, estimating this
employment, to be sent Ambassador, either too light
a preferment for his desert, or else intends to procure
him some further evil, and that he utterly disliked
it, and determined to refuse it. The King, being
possessed of this thing, and by him who to the judg-
ment of the world was his greatest friend, took dis-
pleasure at it, so that by his countenance one might
have perceived his anger,—for the frowning of a King
1s like the roaring of a lion, terrible to the spectators
and hearers, so that now they doubted not of their
expectations to get him into the Tower ; where, being
as prisoner in the King’s disgrace, under the pro-
tection of one who more esteemed their favour than

little experience in the nature of poisonous drugs. This venomous
plant is sent for out of the country to be transplanted here, and
two hundred pounds promised to disperse his venom, so as it may
be killing.” .

VOL. II B B

Google



:iim jn@ent.ofﬂ:awoﬂd, 3&&..,
evil should ever come to light.

- And thus, being cockered up | in  their own e
they run headlong to their own destruction
there were but two persons pnvy'to
uinﬂmnandAbel,at eould,noﬁpﬁ

mark of i ignominy ; how much less shall
aﬁdthatmnndermanmtblnstasﬂm_ﬁ

= ca e T R U Jruelr w8 108 S

=S tres il iﬁ

T ER- B resdils | is sent to the Tower. —Wﬂten s
=N Gﬂmm—mmﬁrwme&‘wﬁw
B mﬂpeechofMan'iagebetweenthe'ColmM nd

S o - 2w Thomas Overbury and Rochester n

“. . pri'mte occasion) fallen into a new breach at

-- I ket, he returns very pensively to London ;

~= . time being come that he should give an

he would do concerning this embasaage.

that he acknowledged himself much bound
Majesty for many favours that he had bestowed"
g e e him, and amongst the rest, most of all in t
himw”oonewwfbaowllofhnﬁasﬁa" |

o ,;,r'; by 30
N e&,

7 a - ~ Original from
Plgitized by GOUSIC UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



THE REIGN OF KING JAMES I 371

it, and besides, tied to many domestic businesses, de-
sired to be excused.* This seeming something strange
and harsh that he should refuse his own good, and
by this means incur the displeasure of the King and
lose his expectations, and make some of his friends to
wonder, others to stand in a maze. But, in conclu-
sion, as he had justly deserved by reason of his
contempt, he is committed to the Tower, but not to
be kept as a state prisoner: but after my Lords of
Northampton and Rochester, being both of the Privy
Council, and in great favour at Court, send unto
the Lieutenant that he should keep him close pri-
soner ; and afterwards received by word of mouth
from Sir Thomas Monson, that he should not suffer
any letters, tokens, or other things, to be delivered
unto him. Their expectation in this thing being
accomplished, Mrs. Turner, by the instigation of the
Countess, becomes a great suitor to Sir Thomas Mon-
son to have his letter to prefer Weston unto Sir
Thomas to wait on him in the Tower, who hearing
the name of the Countess, and withal understanding
of the great affection that was between her and Ro-
chester, condescended, wrote and sent him with his
letter to Sir Jervase in the Tower. Ile shewed it
to Sir Thomas. Sir Thomas, willing to deserve his
precious choice favour, with the more readiness en-
tertained him ; as when a man ignorantly treads upon

* The MS. Life of Overbury gives us a very interesting account
of the treachery of Rochester in persuading him to refuse the ap-
pointment, although he was perfectly aware of the danger of such a
step. Rochester is stated to have guaranteed that no evil conse-
quences should arise from Overbury’s refusal.
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a serpent is stung for his labour, so Sir Thomas
~harbours in his own breast the author of his own
destruction. Now Gresham growing into years, having
spent much time and many fine prayers to accom-
plish these things, at this time gathers all his baubles
together, viz.: pictures inlaid in wax in plates of
gold, of naked men and women, with crosses, crucifixes,
and other implements, wrapping them all up together
in a scarf crossed, every letter in the sacred word
Trinity crossed, a. w. o. crossed : this being very holily
delivered into the hands of one Weston to be hid
in the earth that no man might find them. And so
in Thames Street, having finished his evil sins, he
died, leaving behind him a man and a maid, one
engaged for a witch the other for a wife.

After his death, with much writing, many entrea-
ties, and rewards, one Franklin, a Yorkshireman, was
entertained into these actions—a man of a reasonable
stature, crook-shouldered, of a swarthy complexion,
and thought to be no less a witch than the two former,
Gresham and Forman. This man was more employed
to make poisons fit to be administered by Weston
than otherwise, for he was excellent in that art, to
mitigate or increase their strength, so that sometimes
a poison should be a month ere it would work.

Verily, evil actions shall never want evil actors! and
in all ages physicians, apothecaries, druggists, cashiered
serving men that have fallen into want, have still been
the agents in such enterprises. Tiberius his physician,
Spado, an apothecary, and Ligdo, Druce’s servant, are
made agents to be his poisoners. Nero’s bondmen must
kill him ; Pisses, captain under Germanicus, must poi-
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son him, and by the help of a woman-poisoner of Cos,
a town in Greece, who was so skilful that she hid
poison in his hair to kill himself. A centurion to
Maximus must poison him ; Alexander’s physicians,
Antipater and Aristotle, must be the authors of his
death ; and here Franklin, a kind of physician, Wes-
ton, a servant to Sir Thomas, and Sir Jervase Yelvis,
who is (as you shall hereafter hear) privado® to the
Farl and Viscount, and the Countess and Mrs, Turner,
are made instruments to kill and dispatch Sir Thomas
Overbury : so that it hath been almost in all ages, and
in all such outrages, found that either such persons,
or women, have been actors in such attempts.
Overbury being thus confined in the Tower,j and
accounted amongst them as a friar—a dead person in
law, in whose breast many secrets were contained—
being still fed on with hope of preferment and liberty,
lest he should disclose what he knew, they, at their will
and pleasure, carouse full healths of sin and abomina-
tion, and freely discourse of a marriage to be consum-
mated between the Countess and Rochester—that so
being tied in this bond of matrimony, and joined in
affinity with my Lord of Northampton, more trust might
be had in him, and better use be made of his honour
and greatness. Now there is no man to support him,
no man to dissuade him, his looseness with the Countess
galls his conscience ; and that it might be the more

* A private friend, or favourite.

+ ¢« Then the King, highly enraged with the refusal thus con-
veyed to him, when he expected all compliance and marks of
gratitude, forthwith committed Sir Thomas to the Tower, and all
was done by the craft of the aforesaid Earl.”— M. Life of Overbury.
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is to be done?” This made him stand in a maze,
and doubt the worst ; whereupon he calls Weston into
explanation, and makes him confess all his intention—
from what grounds, from whom he received it, and
partly the cause of it. He now, being made a slave
unto greatness, and having laid out much money to
purchase his place, for fear to lose the one and offend
the other, lets Weston go with this caution—to omit it
for that time: whom, as a wise man, (rather than he
would have run himself headlong into perdition,) would
have discovered it, and have made them a means to
have manifested his faithfulness and diligence in his
office. But what shall we say to a man lost? The
next day he is sent for to the Lord of Northampton ;
there, after many long and large discourses, at length
the Earl discloses to him his intention concerning Over-
bury ; and with these things mingles many of his inso-
lencies—first, of his obstinacy against the Viscount,
his insolency against the Countess, his opposition
against almost all good men ;—and that for these
causes, if such a thing happened, there being none to
look after him, it would pass unregarded or respected.
But withal, he gives him many cautions how he should
manage himself in this business, letting him under-
stand what manner of man he was—a scholar, and one
that had an excellent tongue, with a traveller ex-
perienced in the course of the world, and besides that,
was favoured of the contrary faction, and as great a
politician as any was this day in England ; therefore,
in this regard, he ought to be so much the more
wary, both who came to him and who went from him ;
above all, that no letters pass to and fro.
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innocency. After, upon further conference concerning
the Countess, he said that he had justified her al-
ready, and that he could do no more than what he
had done ; but for himself, “Alas!” quoth he * what
will they do with me?” I answered, “So reason
you as you will make no reason hereafter of your
pureness ;” and so I left him in some sense to work
upon him. As I was going, he concluded, that in
the generality she was so worthy that she might be a
wife for any man, but not to say that she was a wife
in particular for my Lord Rochester: he would not
say it, lest my Lord should condemn him for weigh-
ing his worth. At my next coming to him, I found
him not in sense, but fury; he let fly at you, but
was respective of my Lord of Rochester, whose part
he taketh altogether. I see the event; I desire it
might be safely covered.* What my service may
do in this or anything else, I will be faithful to your
Lordship, and so I rest, Yours,
JERVASE YELVIS.

This and many other things being inserted into
this letter, was sent unto the Earl, which he read,
and in reading, laughed and smiled at the simplicity
of the one and ignorance of the other; neverthe-

* « The Lieutenant, being a man intelligent enough, could not
but apprehend the dangerous path he trod in pursuing this busi-
ness : for, if he should make the King acquainted with it, to know
more of his mind before it were done, and he disclaim it, North-
ampton was powerful enough to crush him on the one side ; and, if
it should be discovered after it were done, he might be sure the
King would not own it, and it would bring him a certain ruin on
the other side.”"—Wilson, p. 70.
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suspected of his art, and to have a hand in it: and
first, in respect he preferred Weston to this service ;
secondly because poisoned tarts and jellies went out
of his house ; and lastly, for that he did not discover
these things, his men only having access unto the
Tower, and that to speak with Weston. Now his salt,
his sauce, his meat, his drink, and whatsoever he
eats, is mingled with poison, and, for the increase of
the torment, is either increased or diminished, ac-
cording as he saw Sir Thomas Overbury affected. By
this means, he begins to grow extreme sickly, having
been heretofore accustomed to very good health, in-
somuch as he can scarce stand or go, what with
the pain of his body and the heat ; yet, neverthe-
less, being a strong man, he stood it out a long time,
till at length he began to grow jealous of his man
Weston, for his malady increased or diminished as he
affected. But yet some physic he desired, and at his
special instance and not without some great grati-
tude, as was thought. One Paul de la Bell, an apo-
thecary, by the advice of Dr. Merwin, brought a
bath * to cool his body, with advice to be spare
of his diet, for that he suspected his meat was not
wholesome. Surely this did him much good and pre-
served his life longer than they expected, insomuch
as they doubted some fallacy or fraud, and there-

* It would seem from the MS. Life of Overbury, that he was
troubled with some disease before his enemies conspired to poison
him ; and from the alleged appearances of the body after death, we
may perhaps hazard the conjecture, that however culpable the de-
signs on his life may have been, yet poison was not, possibly, the
sole cause of his death.
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Viscount were interested in it. And now, according to
the common course, every one speaks as they stand
affected,—some boldly, some sparingly, some call her a
loose woman, and pity the good Earl of Essex, and
say that he had sustained more wrong than ever any
English peer had done, first to suffer disgrace by the
Prince, now by his wife ; others blame her and give
words harsh and unseemly ; a third sort Rochester,
and that it is a pity but that she should prove as
bad a wife to him as ever she did to the Earl of
Essex ; then, if Overbury had been at liberty this had
never happened. Others that were more staid and
judicious in their opinion, foresaw the ruin and down-
fall of Rochester by this means, but none durst speak,
for who will put his finger into the fire unless he
be compelled ?

Nevertheless, to stop the mouths of the vulgar, this
marriage is called into question, whether it may be
lawful or not, because her husband was yet living.
For this cause the bishops of this land were divided ;
by the opinion of some she might, by the opinion of
others she might not. My Lords of Canterbury, Lon-
don, and some others, were utterly against it; but
Westminster and Ely * stood stiffly it might, pro-
vided that a nullity might be had ; for by that means
the former marriage should be utterly determined.
A nullity was obtained, and upon the grant of that,
it was ordered that my Lord of Essex should repay
her portion that he received with her at his mar-

* The sentence of divorce, which was signed by the Bishops of
Winchester, Ely, Lichfield and Coventry, and Rochester, is printed
in Wilson, p. 69.
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The Marriage comes to Overbury’s Ears.—He prophesieth his own
Death.—He falleth into a Relapse.—He writes to the Earl to
remember his Promise.—Answer is sent him with white Mer-
cury instead of a medicinable Powder.—His Death.—The State of
his Body after his Death.— The Rumour that is spread of him.
— The Author’s Lamentation.

Now, although Sir Thomas Overbury was kept pri-
vate, and that no man might have access to him, yet
the news of this marriage comes to his ears ; and pre-
sently, upon hearing of it, he tells the messenger that
he had almost as good have told to-morrow he should
die, for he was sure now not to live long, and there-
upon falls into great lamentations,—as well in respect
of the Earl of Somerset, that he had so cast away his
fortunes, as of himself ; for that now he more suspected
his life than ever heretofore. ~Whereupon he falls into
a relapse, and his malady increaseth more and more
upon him ; whether weakened for grief or for want
of liberty, or through abstinence, it is unknown, but
the poison hath now more power over him than ever
heretofore, insomuch that he could scarce contain him-
self, by reason of his extreme languishing away as a
man in a consumption, but with much more extremity ;
or that, being now in this extremity, he thinks it time
to put Somerset in mind of his promise, and for this
purpose he writes a letter to this effect :—

Rigar NosLE axp WortHY SIR,

Your former accustomed favours and absolute pro-
mise concerning my present deliverance hath caused
me at this time, by these lines, to solicit your Lord-
ship to put you in remembrance of the same; not
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THE REIGN OF KING JAMES I 3856

that as yet the Court was busy about important busi-
ness, and the King’s ear was not at leisure to enter-
tain any motion ; but as soon as he could find oppor-
tunity, he would not fail to speak in his behalf. In
the mean time, to ease the pain of his malady, he had
sent him a foreign powder, either to be eaten or
drunk —which powder was rank poison. This feeds
him still with hope, but brings him small comfort.
Now Weston had found out an unknown apothecary,
and with him concludes for 10/ to administer a glis-
ter, wherein should be put mercury sublimate. The
youth was won to do it. Weston prepares it ; per-
suades Sir Thomas that it will be much for his health ;
whereupon, about the 14th day of September, he brings
the said apothecary to execute his office—assists him
therein ; and by the infusion thereof he falls into a
languishing disease, with a pain in his gut. The next
day after, with the extremity of pain he gave up the
ghost.  After his death Weston received the rest of
his pay, and dispatches the unknown apothecary into
France.

After, it was given out that Sir Thomas lived
a loose life in the Tower, and not according to that
strictness as became a prisoner; but being suffered
to have too much liberty, he ran into excess, so that
thereby he got the French disease, and thereof died.
This went for current amongst some ; whilst others,
that were ignorant, some little respect had to it, but
to others that sought narrower into the matter, they
found it far otherwise ; for De La Bell, the apothecary
before spoken of, having relation to him, a little before
his death reported that he was changed in his com-

VOL. IL cc
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plexion—his body consumed away, and full of yellow
blisters, ugly to look upon ; and it appeared by a
Jetter that my Lord of Northampton wrote unto Ro-
chester to pickthank, that there was found in his arm
a blister, and upon his belly twelve kernels raised, not
like to break easy, as broad as three pence, as big as a
small button—one issue upon his back, whereupon
was a plaster, from his shoulders downwards, of a dark
tawny colour, strange and ugly to behold. He stank
so intolerably not to be borne withal ;¥ glad to be
thrown into a loose sheet into his coffin ; buried with-
out knowledge or privity of his friends upon the
Tower-hill. At last he concludes, that God is gracious
in cutting off ill instruments before their time. Some
of the factious crew had a purpose, if he had got out,
to have made some use of him : from whence may be
gathered how that Northampton held Protestant fac-
tions, and suspected Sir Thomas to have further know-
ledge of his secret than he would have had him; which
was the cause, as was thought, beside the former evils,
that hastened his end, and caused him to be taxed with
so great infamy as to die of that disease. 'This passeth
current, and the mischief lies concealed. Who dares
to speak of it, two such great men having their hands
init?
Thus may we all see that as well good as bad
men come to miserable ends, and other times those
that are victims do soonest suffer disgrace and con-

* « And now the last cruel act having taken place, the insatiate
murderers were not contented with his mere life, but so battled his
body with the noxious poison, that he was like to breed a worse
plague in all the beholders,”—MS. Life of Overbury.: |
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tempt. This man, before he came to Court, was
brought up in all gentlemanlike qualities: in his
youth at Cambridge, after in the Middle Temple, there
instructed in those qualities became a gentleman ; by
the entreaty of my Lord Treasurer, Sir Robert Cecil,
preferred to honour—found favour extraordinary, yet
hindered in his expectations by some of his enemies,
and to shift off discontent forced to travel ; therein
spent not his time as most do, to loss, but furnished
himself with things fitting a statesman, by experience
in foreign government, knowledge of the language,
passages of employment, external courtship and good
behaviour—things not common to every man. Not-
withstanding, such are the imperfections of the times,
he is brought into ignominy and contempt, and all
those good qualities obscured, by the disgraceful re-
proaches of a dissolute woman. What shall we then
say, since both vice and virtue do both end with
misery ¢ He is most happy that liveth most private,
for, according to the saying of the poet—
¢ Qur lives, our souls, our wealth we spend

In Court to purchase praise ;

But what reward is in the end

For our desert t’us repaid ?

Their vows and protestations deep,

Not prest in paper but in wind ;

Their sounds of words to lull asleep,

From body forced, not from the mind.

Hands there we join, but not our heart,

Whereby it happeneth few are blest ;

But many thousands that resort

Unto the Court, by it are lost.

And of those few that blessed are,

We often see their fall again ;
co2
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bridge, there reputed for a great scholar ; he travelled
into Italy, Venice, and France ; he employed his time
for the most part in study, whereby he made himself
apt for great matters. But yet it pleased God even
then, when he was in his greatest hope, to cut off his
days. He gave all he had to the Countess of Bedford,
his sister, defrauding her neither of the land nor of the
right of the barony, estimating her to be worthy of
much more than he had to leave : he made a worthy
and godly end. These things coming so thick one
after another, left not time for men to dream of Over-
bury’s death.

The Earl of Somerset.—His Conscience accuseth him.—Northamp-
ton’s Speech to him.—He becometh a Neuter in Religion.—The
Earl of Northampton’s Course.

A ~uLuity being thus purchased, he dignified it, as
is said, and the match concluded. About Candlemas,
1614, they marry with much joy and solemnity, a
masque being performed at Somerset’s charge, and many
rumours pass without any respect. All these things
notwithstanding, a guilty conscience can never go with-
out accusation. Pensiveness and sullenness do possess
the Earl, his wonted mirth forsakes him, his coun-
tenance is cast down, he takes not that felicity in
company as he was wont to do, but still something
troubles him.*

* He fell into such a desponding way that he entirely neglected
his person,—a point of no small importance with his capricious
Sovereign, who never long retained a favourite incapable or unwill-
ing of affording him conversational amusement.
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lish, who now murmur at some discontent. And, to the
intent to hearten on the Irish, send letters thither, by
the hands of one Hammon, a poor man, unto such
whom he knows to be faithful in the Romish religion,
and thereby confirms them in their opinion, assuring
them that God will still provide one or more to protect
his church, and that now the greatest favourite of Eng-
land would stand for them ; upon which letters, the
Irish grow obstinate, as I have said, and altogether
neglect the service of God, and utterly deny the oath
of supremacy, protesting loss of life and goods rather
than to be inforced to so damnable a thing. Now may
we see the churches utterly forsaken, none to hear
divine service, the discipline of their own church esta-
blished, and the Irish in general expecting a day
to have their liberty and freedom in religion. The
same man returning this news is after sent into
Yorkshire, with a black staff and a knob upon the end,
within which knob, letters were conveyed from place
to place, as well for appointing assemblies as meet-
ings for mass and entertaining of priests. Now might
a man go to mass in many places in the city, and
who were so much publicly favoured as Papists ?*
Their number increase, their priests are entertained,
confession in many parts publicly practised, and
although it was contrary to the laws, yet greatness
over-countenancing them, it was little regarded.

In meantime quarrels went forward between the Scot-
tish and the English. Continual complaint and the suit

* This account appears to be somewhat overdrawn, when we
recollect that, at this very period, the house of a Papist in Holborn
was entirely ransacked by the violence of the populace. .
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some said one thing, some another. Upon the neck of
that comes news of wars in the Low Countries, some
say against the Palsgrave, some against the States.
The Scots begin to fly out into rebellion and are
suppressed. The wilderness in Ireland begins to stir ;
sometimes thirty, sometimes forty, sometimes three
hundred, fly out and stand upon their guard. These
things administer occasion of wonder to the ignorant,
and many of them who know the truth of things
know not what to say to it. Priests come into the
kingdom by tens, fifteens, twenties, at a time, and
have free access, so that my Lord of Northampton
(being Warden of the Cinque Ports) begins to be called
into question. Some say he hath a hand in this
business, others say he lets priests have this free
access, and that in Bloomsbury, amongst his own
buildings, they have free harbour ; others say that
through his countenance thither any man might go
to public mass : besides many other intelligences being
brought from beyond seas, draws him further into
suspicion, and the King begins to withdraw his favour
from him; wherefore he exhibits his bill against such
as defamed him into the Star-Chamber. Some are for
this cause committed to the Tower, others to Newgate,
others to the Fleet, till they come to their answer, and
in the end openly in the Star-Chamber, he is accused
for suffering priests to have free access into Yorkshire
under pretence of his office, for countenancing them,
for sending letters to and again to encourage men
in their opinions, and many other such like things ;
and when the Lords should come to pass their voices,
my Lord of Canterbury made a speech .amongst the
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rest to this effect :—that although many had been
the rumours and reports that had passed in these
times, some of them hushed up for uncertain truths
and flying fables, then entertained for approved truths,
yet nevertheless such things as are grounded upon
reason, and for which men of upright conscience have
some occasion to speak, to have such either lightly
valued or punished, was rather injustice than any
way beseeming the equity of that Court. But in
truth, these whereof we now speak are grounded upon
some cause ; and my Lord’s own letters make evident
that he hath done something both against his own
conscience and meaning merely to attain unto honour
and sovereignty, and to please the King; and with
that he pulls out a letter written from my Lord to
Cardinal Bellarmin to this effect :—that, howsoever
the condition of the times compelled, and his Majesty
urged him to turn Protestant, yet, nevertheless, his
heart stood with the Papist, and that he would be
ready to further them in any attempt.

This and much more being read to some such pur-
pose, he proceeded, and shewed how that these things
also were not merely uncertain, but even the actions
that followed did justify them to be true; for there
was never known to be so many priests to come over
into this kingdom in so short a time as of late there had
done ; neither could he assure himself that my Lord was
true hearted unto the State, since also he harboured
such about him as would undertake to write in de-
fence of the Gunpowder Treason.

This and much more being said about the latter
end of Easter Term, in the year 1614, my Lord being
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hereat much discouraged, after the Court brake, took
his barge and went to Greenwich; there made his will,
wherein he published himself to die in the same faith
he was baptized, made some of his servants executors,
others he bestowed gifts upon. His fair house he dis-
posed to my Lord Chamberlain, his lands to my Lord
Theophilus Howard ; retired back to his house at Lon-
don, and before Midsummer Term following was dead.
Many were the rumours that were raised of this
man after his death ; that he was a traitor to the
State, and that he was not dead, but was carried be-
yond sea™ to blind the world, and the reason was be-
cause he would be buried at Dover and not at London.
Others say, that if he had lived, he would have been
the author of much stir. Many disliked him, and
as was reported, even the King himself now to-
wards his latter end, which made him fall into these
courses ; but truly he was a notable politician, and
carried things more commodiously for the Papists than
ever any before him. His funeral was kept privately
at Rochester, where he desired to be buried, because
it was the chief port town of his office, without any
state and outward appearance. My Lord Treasurer
that now is, succeeded him in the Treasuryship, my
Lord of Somerset made Lord Chamberlain and Chan-
cellor of Cambridge, my Lord Zouche, Warden of the
Cinque Ports, my Lord of Worcester some short time
after Privy Seal. ~These succeeded him in his offices.

* To Rome, as generally stated ;. but there is no ground what-
ever for such an absurd rumour. Scandal was certainly busy
after his death, “ laying,” in the words of an old writer, “as
much odium on his name as infamy could produce.”
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The Clothworkers obtain their Petition. The Old Charter of the
Merchants Adventurers is seized into the King's Hands.—The
Dutch grow discontented at it.—The Douq‘ftﬂneu of Somerset’s
Mind.— He sues for his Pardon,—Obtains it.—My Lord Chan-
cellor refuseth to seal it.—He falls into suspicion.—Begins to be
neglected.

Tue clothworkers still persisting in their suit, and
having two such strong friends to stand for them, and
Alderman Cockeyne, a rich merchant, to back them,
they at length obtain what they desire, and proclama-
tion goes forth that no more white cloths shall be
carried over undyed or undressed. And for this pur-
pose the old Charter of the Merchant Adventurers is
seized into the King’s hands, so that that Company
falls to decay. Now the Dutchmen begin to murmur
at the English, and make proclamation there that no
man shall buy any such cloths as come so overdrest
and dyed ; whereupon the English make a new pro-
clamation, that no man shall transport wools out of
the kingdom. These things feed some with hope of
some further troubles, yet, nevertheless, it is so ordered
- by the Council, that all those things are pacified, and
some quantity, amounting to some certain number of
white cloths, are suffered to be transported, as well to
give content to the Hollander as satisfaction and em-
ployment to some young merchants that had entered
into this trade ; by which means these clamours are a
little stayed ; yet, nevertheless, great impression of
envy is between these two companies.

Now one of the greatest friends that Somerset had
being dead, and himself still jealous of his safety, he
begins to cast about him how he might avoid the
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danger of the law, for his intelligencers gave him
notice of many desperate words that were uttered
concerning Overbury’s death. Whereupon, finding
the King in a good humour, he moves him to
this effect :—that whereas his Majesty hath pleased
to commit many things into his charge, and. some
of them proving too weighty to undergo; it was
so that ignorantly he ran himself into a premu-
nire, whereby he had forfeited to him both his lands,
his goods, and his liberty, and that now he came to
surrender them all into his Majesty’s hands, unless
it pleased him, for his wonted favour towards him, to
grant him pardon, and many other offences that he
had ignorantly committed.

The King still bearing a good aﬂ'ectlon towards
him, bad him draw his pardon and he would sign
it. Whereupon he makes his repair unto Sir Ro-
bert Cotton, and entreats him to look him a par-
don, the largest he could find, in former precedent,
so he brings him one that was made by the Pope
to Cardinal Wolsey. The effect of which - was, that
the King, of his mere motion and special favour, did
pardon all and all manner of treasons, misprisions of
treasons, murders, felonies, and outrage whatsoever, by
the said Earl of Somerset, committed, or hereafter to
be committed,* with many more words to make it
more ample and large, according to form, which he

* « It appeared afterwards that this petition of the Earl’s to
the King was so extravagantly drawn as, in the opinion of the
wisest lawyers of this realm, no such pardon could be accounted

fully legal ; and accordingly the Earl never obtamed his desire.”—
MS. Life of Overbury.
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as well as himself. This struck Somerset to
and now he was in greater doubt than ever
before ; for still he is stung with fear to be
with Overbury’s death, and so vmypenm!el#
to Whitehall, and there remains. The King co
to London, my Lord Chancellor acquainted
the pardon, and shewed his Majesty what «
had incurred in case he had sealed it.
perceiving the truth of the business, suspec

greater matter than he knew of, withdraws his
tenance from Somerset, who now wanting virt
support his greatness without the King’s favour,

into the contempt of many, and those that A
enemies neglect him, and do, as it were,
manner of carriage, by whmhmea.nshem
into his own perdition, as shall be hereafter she:

My Lord Chancellor sued in the Star-Chamber for being
the Compass of a Premunire.—The King goes to
—A Breach about Ignoramus.—My Lord Cook stan
my Lord Chancellor.—The King graces Sir George
Bestows great Honours on him.—Somerset’s Courses
Overbury's Death.—His Covetousness.—His Insole
is crossed by Villiers.—The Report of the Vulgar. '

Ix this year, 1614, the King, by the int
merset, determines to go to Cambridge, l\nd_
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entertained with great solemnity. But, amongst the
rest, there was a play called by the name of Ignora-
mus,* that stirred up a great contention between the
common lawyers and the scholars, insomuch as their
flouts grew insufferable, but at last it was staid by my
Lord Chancellor, and the explaining of the meaning.
About this time it happened that divers citizens
having recovered certain sums of money in the King’s
Bench, and thereof having had judgment, the party de-
fendant nevertheless exhibits his bill in chancery to
have relief, the plaintiffs at the common law having
already had judgment for the same matter, there
stands out and disobey the King's process. Where-
upon a writ of contempt issues against them, they are
taken, committed to the Fleet, and there continue in
their obstinacy ; nevertheless, not long after, upon
some advice, they exhibit their bill into the Star
Chamber against my Lord, intending that he ought not
to intermeddle with any matter that was already de-
termined at the common law, and whereof a judgment
had been passed ; and this was ordained by the statute
in 4 Henry IV., cap. 13, whereby it was enacted that
judgment given in the King’s Court, shall not be ex-
amined in the Chancery, Parliament, nor elsewhere,
until it be undone by attaint or error, &c. Now, my
Lord having laid them fast upon a bill exhibited be-
fore him, and judgment already being given, that

** This play was acted before James on March the 8th, 1614-15,
in the hall of Trinity College. It was written by George
Ruggle, of Clare Hall, and the names of the original actors in it
have been preserved by Granger. There are some curious satirical
verses written on this occasion in the MS. library at Middlehill.
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therefore my Lord had incurred a premunire, and
humbly prayed for relief in this case. Many were
the opinions of lawyers concerning this matter, some
stood on my Lord Chancellor’s side, some said that the
poor men had injury and that they might justify what
they had done, and amongst many my Lord Coke
stood out stiffly that my Lord Chancellor could not
justify that action ; and thus it stands still in ques-
tion, whether my Lord be in a premunire, yea, or nay.

My Lord of Somerset still continuing his loose courses,
and utterly neglecting that severity that ought to be
in a man of his place, besides the former suspicions
and jealousies, gives occasion of others also, whereby
the King doth fall more and more into dislike. There
being at this time a young gentleman about the Court
that not long before had arrived from travels out of
France, his name was Villiers, a Leicestershire gentle-
man and of an ancient house, who, as well in respect
of his carriage as of his countenance, was more re-
markable than many others. On this man the King
cast a particular affection, holding him to be the
only properest and best deserving gentleman of Eng-
land ; whereupon he entertained him into favour, be-
stows 1000/. upon him, after adorns him with the title
of knighthood, and now he begins to grow every day
more eminent than other; greater honours are be-
stowed upon him, as the dignity of the Knight of the
Garter and Master of the Horse,—places not common
to every person, and so much the more remarkable,
because they are bestowed upon him being so young
in years. His wisdom is commended of the wisest, and
his expectations greater than many that went before
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him. This stung Somerset to the heart, to see another
step in his place, and the more fears his subversion and
downfall. Wherefore he goes about to circumvent dan-
ger; and for this purpose sends into France to make
away the apothecary that administered the physic that
killed Sir Thomas,* endeavours to get in all letters
and writings that had passed concerning that business,
and disgracing and discountenancing all such as at any
time once spake of the death of Overbury, to the in-
tent that it might be kept close and concealed ; but
what God will have disclosed shall never be concealed.
Messengers are sent from place to place; he being a
Privy Councellor and in favour, his warrant passeth
current, so that in all places, trunks, chests, boxes,
studies, doors, and such houses wherein he suspected
any letters or other matters that appertain unto this
mischief lay hid, were broken open and searched to
the intent that they may bring such writing to my
Lord.

Yet, nevertheless, many (and more than were
dreamt of) of those letters came to my Lord of Can-
terbury’s hand, and my Lord Coke’s, so that these
courses makes him rather more suspected than any
whit at all eases his grief. At home in his office using
extraordinary covetousness and parsimony, he thereby
heaped up to himself great store of money, and would

* « ] was never certainly informed whether it was true what
some said, and do still aver, viz. that the Earl of Somerset, still
having his conscience stung with remorse for this crime, sent
trusty messengers into foreign parts, to the intent to commit a
second murder by putting out of the way a person who was con-
cerned in preparing part of the poison for Sir Thomas.”—MS. Life
of Overbury. :
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Overbury’s Death called into question—Weston is sent for.—
Examined.— Stands out.—My Lord of London’s Speech.—He
confesseth all.—The Earl and Countess attacked.—They deny
the Deed.—Sir Thomas Monson committed to the Tower.—Sir
Walter Raleigh and the Countess of Shrewsbury set at Liberty.
—The Death of the Lady Arabella.—The Conviction of the
Earl and Countess,—The Manner of their Arraignment, and
many Rumours that were spread upon these things.

Tue death of Overbury having now lain concealed
about two years, and the Earl’s insolency growing
every day greater than other, procures him many more
enemies as is said ; yet there was no man so hardy
for fear of the King’s displeasure (he carrying a very
good affection still towards him) to make him ac-
quainted with it, or bring it to the trial of the law.

At last (for divers are the rumours how it was dis-
covered) one was, that Sir Thomas Overbury’s man
petitions to my Lord Coke ; and the substance of the
petition was to let his Lordship understand, that
whereas his master had been committed to the Tower
by the consent of Northampton and Semerset, and
there languishing to death unnaturally, that if it
pleased his Lordship to call one Weston before him,
he might gather that out of him that would disclose
the whole practice. Others say that my Lord of Can-
terbury, having conceived (as is said) some dislike
against Somerset, and willing to make himself gracious
with the King, possesses Sir Ralph Winwood with the
business (one that was preferred to be secretary under
my Lord of Somerset, and to assist him), and let him
understand the whole matter, as hath been related ;
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apprehended, some sent to the Tower, others to
Newgate. Having thus confessed this evil, and be-
ing convicted according to course of law, he was
had to Tyburn to be hanged; and there Sir John
Holys and others, imagining this to be but a fable,
and that he was hired to accuse those persons, (for
‘who almost would have believed it ?) examines him of
1t at the gallows ; and upon his examination he justi-
fied what he had done, to the great wonder of all
those that stood by and heard it. After him Mrs.
Turner, after her Franklin, then Sir Jervase Yelvis,
upon their several arraignments and confessions of the
fact, were found guilty and hanged—all very penitent
and sorrowful for what was done. To write the parti-
culars of their arraignments, confessions, and the man-
ner of their deaths, is needless, being common.

Now the Countess and the Earl are attached, and
committed to the protection, one to the Dean of West-
minster, the other to the Sheriff of London ; and, ac-
cording to the courses of such cases, there are great re-
ports raised, watch and ward kept more than ordinary,
and the guards more observant. This makes the King
stand at a maze, and to imagine that there is no truth
in man—grows more jealous of himself than heretofore,
because Carr, his only favourite—and that lay (as it
were) in his bosom—should be entrapped in such an
evil; and the tongues of the vulgar begin to wag—
some said that Northampton and Somerset had com-
bined with the Spaniards, for a sum of money, to
deliver them up the navy, and that Sir William Mon-
son, Vice-Admiral, should have done it the next
spring ; that the King and the whole state should
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Council, confessed the whole truth; but Somerset
stood to it still that he was not agent in it, and that
these accusations did nothing touch him, and there-
fore ought to be excused. Nevertheless, his lands and
goods were committed to custody, part to my Lord
Treasurer, and part to others to the King’s use. The
money, plate, and jewels which he had heaped up
together amounted, by report, unto 28,000/, and his
lands to 9000/ per annum ; and the King bestowed
many of them upon the Prince. There was little
speech of this, in respect that both the person and the
matter wherein he was agent were both envied and
facinorous ; neither was there any that pitied him,
but most said that he had but his just desert, for the
injuries and wrong that he offered unto Essex.

The arraignment was put off, and in the mean time
Sir Walter Raleigh was set at liberty. This man had
continued in the Tower now almost ten years,* a con-
demned person for a plot intended against his Majesty,
at his first coming in. He bore a great envy against
Somerset, because he had begged his lands of the
King, and got it into his possession, giving him many
quips and taunts during the time that he was in the
Tower. These two accidents happening beyond ex-
pectation—that the one being the especial favourite of
the King, the other a condemned man—the one im-
prisoned, the other set at liberty —gave great occasion
of speech and rumour, and so much the more wonder
and admiration because of Raleigh’s wit and policy.

And this year also the Countess of Shrewsbury, who

- * Sir Walter Raleigh was liberated in March 1616, having been
imprisoned for more than twelve years. -
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minster Hall, with his assistants, the Judges, divers
Lords and Gentlemen attending, and four Sergeants-
at-arms before him, ascending a little gallery, made
of purpose to keep off the crowd, he takes his seat
and the rest of his assistants and Peers, according to
their places. This being done, after silence pro-
claimed, one of the Heralds-at-arms reaches the High
Steward his patent, and he delivers it to the Clerk
of the Crown to read it. After Sir Ralph Conisbey
reaches him his staff, and is there present according
to his place to give attendance. After the patent
read and proclamation for silence, and that the ac-
cusers should come in, the prisoners were sent for
by the Clerk of the Checker, whose office it was to
attend the prisoners. This being done, and the pri-
soners placed at the bar, Sir Henry Fanshaw reads
the indictment, to which the Countess pleaded guilty
and confessed the fact ; but Somerset pleaded not
guilty,* and had time from ten of the clock in the
morning, till ten of the clock at night, to clear himself.

Much was said, but to little purpose. At last the
Peers (having considered of the matter) return their
verdict, laying their hands upon their breasts and
swearing - by their honours (for they do not take
an oath as ordinary jurors do) that he was guilty of
the murder and poisoning of Sir Thomas Overbury ;

* James tried every method to induce him to plead guilty,
and by that means contrived to raise rumours of suspicions against
himself. There can be no doubt that Somerset was guilty, equally
so with his profligate wife. They were, however, pardoned, and
released from the Tower in 1621. The Countess died in obscurity
about eleven years afterwards.
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A BRIEF RELATION

OF WHAT WAS OBSERVED BY THE PRINCE'S SERVANTS IN
THEIR JOURNEY INTO SPAIN, IN THE YEAR 1623.%*

The names of the principal of them were as followeth :—Master
of the Horse, the Lord Andover ; Master of the Ward, the Lord
Compton ; Chamberlain, the Lord Cary; Comptroller, the Lord
Vaughan ; Secretary, Sir Francis Cottington ; Gentleman of the
Bedchamber, Sir Robert Carr ; Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber,
Sir William Howard, Sir Edmund Verney, Sir William Crofis,
Sir Richard Wynne, Mr. Ralph Clare, Mr. Jokn Sandilaus,
My. Charles Glemham, Mr. Francis Carew ; Gentleman Usher
of the Privy Chamber, Sir Jokn North; Gentlemen Ushers of
the Presence, Mr. Newton, Mr. Young, Mr. Tyrwhkitt ; Five

, Grooms of the Bedchamber, three Pages, and two Chaplains.

Brive embarked at Portsmouth upon Thursday the
third of April 1623, in one of the King’s ships, called
the Adventure, we hoisted sails, and in less than five
days arrived at a port in Spain called St. Andera.
Upon our first discovery of land (which was seen a
great distance off, by reason of the high mountains
which lay then all covered with snow) we fell upon

_* Sir Richard Wynne of Gwedir, author of the following narra-
tive, was the second baronet of that name, and succeeded his father
in March 1626, having been previously knighted by James I.
The account of this journey was written by him soon after his
return from Spain ; and the original MS,, in 1714, was in the pos-
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scorned to put their helping hands to help their wives,
when they were ready to fall under the burthen, and
suffered our people to help them, when they stood by
and laughed. The meaner sort of women that are
unmarried go all bare-headed, with their crowns shaved
like friars. Their sleeves are all of white linen, and
their bodies and skirts of a dark bluish cloth, which
is all open behind, only tacked together with one
pin, so that their smocks are continually seen trail-
ing on the ground. The better sort have their sleeves
set with seaming-lace.

Upon holydays all these people do but go from
one cross to another shrine, with their beads in their
hands, praying in a language they understand not,
and adoring of dumb images. So much zeal joined
with blind devotion I never saw afore. There be
in this town of religious houses, six, besides a college
of Jesuits, and a nunnery of six-and-twenty nuns,
whom we, divers times, saw and conferred with. They
make dainty chains of young oranges, which they sold
to divers of us. It seems they fast not overmuch,
for they be plump and fat, though not handsome ; the
most passable amongst them was one that was descended
from English parents. The Jesuits college and church
we saw, which (as it seems) is but newly reared
amongst them, being built within this twelvemonth ;
a goodly building of rough marble, which cost twenty
thousand pounds. They showed us all their relics and
1dols, amongst which was Garnat and his straw. Much
troubled they were at our not kneeling, though the
other houses gave us liberty to do what we pleased.

The Jesuits offered us some affronts, which we thought
VOL. II EE
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their courses as much disliked by the inha
as by ourselves, and if we had grown to a
with them, it is certain they would have done
mischief. In a whole week’s being there I saw
burial, christening, nor marriage, it being the
holydays, —no, not so much as fire nor a drun!
There was sent to meet us to thmt’mm

Donnes, an English merchant, and an Alguasee
Corte, which used their utmost endeavours fer )
nishing us with mules. After they had c
with us two days, hearing of my Lord Vauglml,,
rival at Soredo, they repaired thither, and contir
with him till Saturday night, in which time (pes
there came no mules) we endeavoured to have 1 __
by pack-mules without saddles, and were so resolved
upon the Monday following; but late upon W

night there came threescore saddle-mules, and so al-
tered our resolutions. Iwas lodged in one of the chief
houses in the town ; the master’s name was Don Andrias
de Pueblo. He feasted me, and each day, during my
lying there, he still presented me with somewhat Wn
other. Wonderfully courteous he was, and ‘mudifm

return. At my going away, he'had giv’eir orde
nothing should be taken in his house, and went
to get me a good mule. Iam a Iittle -th'e~~ ong
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INTO SPAIN. 419

we were mounted, every man with a cloak-bag afore
him, putting to spurs, the beasts, instead of going
forwards, kicked backwards, standing stone-still, till
the toy took them to go on, and then all they
would do was to walk. In this equipage we marched
on, desiring our friends in England had but seen us
in these postures. Thus travelled we on a carrier’s
pace, and about one in the afternoon we arrived at a
scattered village, called El Vallo de Toraco, where we
baited. All the way we rode this morning was
mountainous and craggy. Towns saw we none, some
scattered villages in bottoms, all the flat parts being
corn, and the next adjoining were their vineyards, all
planted with red-wine grapes, of which they make a
sour wine they call #info. Their fruit nor corn was
not forwarder than ours in England. When we came
to dine at this our baiting-place, we found a plank set
up instead of a table, and a few eggs with half a kid
held above the fire until it was burnt black. Table-
cloth nor napkins was there none. This was the pro-
vision we had in this place, notwithstanding that they
had a fortnight’s time to prepare for our coming.
Having so well dined, we betook ourselves again to
our mules, and travelled all that afternoon through
such a country, and such ways, as the earth affords
not,—I mean not for goodness, but the most wicked
ways and country that ever Christians passed. It was
well we were upon the backs of mules ; for I believe
* no other beasts in the world could have passed those
ways. The terrible stony hills we climbed, and the
steep downfalls we descended, are not to he believed,
having for two leagues together a narrow passage of

EE 2
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. two feet broad, all made like m
fathoms above a great river, whose roar
the stones was such, that we could not
other speak. The hills for the most part
shrubs and firs : the heat between these hills w.
that we thought ourselves in stoves. Yet
while, upon the tops of these hills we saw
abundance. iR
With the conclusion of the day our jo
and we arrived at our long-looked-for lo
we expected would have proved very .
for the muleteers that went along with us
King Philip and his Queen had both lain in
where we were to do. When we alighted,
brought up to this lodging, which was a long
much decayed that we expected hourly when it -
fall upon us. Glass windows we had none,
were things not known in those parts ;) yet we
no air, for there was not a foot of that royal room that
wanted holes, which, within a few hours after, we hac
a feeling of, the night being very sharp and
There we walked two hours, whilst supper was
paring. When we were ready to sit, there
table nor stool; but with much ado we got
of timber, about which we stood, and gave God t
for what we had. Bread and wine were both goc
‘Ere we had there concluded our supper, there
a post with a packet from Madrid, directed to
Cary. Much joyed we were all to h&r f
master, (for, in a packet which my Lord r
Anderas three days afore, the Prince had
off the troop, Dr. Betton, Mr. Dethicks, a
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under-stairs-men, and the rest he commanded to come
on with all expedition,) and with much greediness ex-
pecting to hear from my Lord some pleasing news.
After the reading of his letters, his Lordship told us
that it was the Prince’s command, and that to be
punctually observed, that we should, with all the speed
we could, all return in the ships we came to England.
The Prince’s command, signed with his own hand, we
read over and over. It struck such a general sadness
in us all, that for half an hour there passed not a word
between us; some troubled with their return, others
with the fear of the ill success of our master’s business,
and some with the doubt of his safety. Recollecting
ourselves at last, we resolve to advise what is to be
done. Fach man had a several opinion of his own.
At last, coming to my turn to speak, although I was
as desirous, since I was come thus far, as any to go
on ; yet, seeing my master’s peremptory command to
return, I would punctually obey it. All resolved to
do so, saving some six, who would go to Burgos, a
day’s journey further, where they intended to take post,
and go home through France. The Lord Vaughan, who
was a day’s journey and his company afore us, was di-
rected by this command to return back, and only the
Lord Cary and the Lord Compton to go on. The
lodging we were in, and the news together, so per-
plexed the company, that sleep was not thought on,
and those that would have slept had no beds. In the
end, in this ill-accommodated room, some walk, the rest
lay themselves upon the boards, where they made a
shift to spend the time till day.

The morning being come, they dispatched a post for
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: the staying of the trunks, (which were
E five days afore,) and for the stay of my

and his oomphny. Then did we take

. ma,bottom,envxronedall thlihil]s.
‘ within three leagues any flat of twelvescore ev
A little church with bells, such as carriers’ h
R In all the country we travelled, I think ¢
)t - bell so good as the meanest we have in Engle
six in the morning and at six at night there ri
= ~bell. They call it the Ave Mary Bell, at which ti
people (women and children), be they doing am;
whatsoever, they fall on their knees, and S0
& during the time it rings. Ay
<= | Being a league on our way towards the sea-si
c o E was inquisitive to know whether there waﬁ:
>
1

thing in those parts worth the seeing?
me, if I travelled two days, I could see not
y such mo'unﬁa.ins as were at that insta.nt’ he

thing in it worth the taking pains to see tt'.f
resolved my men and myself (notwithstand;

the country, the more to observe the nature
people a.nd the -y they would bestow*
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where they sold wine, I was directed not far off to a
house in a wood, such as I inquired after. Being come
thither about noon, I alighted, and made shift to make
the woman understand that we desired to eat some-
what. So she made us a pancake of eggs and bacon,
all fryed together. She having covered a little stool,
and laid on the table two loaves of bread, of a sudden
there came out of the wood two black swine, overthrew
the stool, and each carries away a loaf. The woman
and her children having notice of it, pursue the hogs,
and stayed so long in the prosecution,™ that we be-
lieved they meant not to return at all; but at last
they came, and put us out of the fear we had that
there was no more bread left.

After we had rested two hours, we departed and
travelled till evening, at which time we discovered a
scattered village, far bigger than any we had passed
through afore, a fair church, and store of people. No
sooner were we entered into it, but divers people came
about us and told us that in such a house we might
have wine, and in such a house a lodging. To the
lodging we went, and set up our mules; and being
showed a chamber, and the only one in the house,
there we rested, and scarce sat down, but in come three
priests, who I made a shift to talk with in broken
Latin. The first question they asked, as did all the
country people we travelled by, why we returned so
soon ? shewing very much dislike at it. We told them,
it was by command. Then they presently concluded,
things did not succeed well at Madrid. They stayed
with me an hour, and at their parting gave the host
charge to use me well, and to call for anything they

* Pursuit.
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had to supply me with. No sooner

but most of the women in the town came
stood all round about me, gazing, the one h
omtlnngand anotherfeehng of another th

these were 1o Ghmtmns (for that is 1

their priests beat into their heads). The

saw me set toaupper,stﬂlneweompmy_
and women, coming in. I had asgeoa

maads, ‘and one amongst the rest they
which, they said, was the handsomest w
town : her they beckoned to me to look
upon observation, I found truly to be the

I had seen in those parts. Her head was t
linen, somewhat like the Turkish turbans
sides hung down curled locks almost do
girdle. In her ears were hanging two blue
pendants in rings of gold. Her complexion was
ing to the colour of the country, but the 1
her face were most excellent, having eyes,
teeth, as good as ever I saw. About her ne
chain of black hugle-beads, and between eve
silver crucifix. Her bodice was all of clot:
sleeves of fine linen, thick gathered at
and laid in divers places with seaming

mth coloured mlk Upon her légs she]w

sfa.yed an hour, and did as the rest had
,Atlastshe was sentfor,a.ndmﬁhher
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together. Not a man, although a carter, that came in,
but had his sword. I believe this wench to have been
the paragon of their parish, by the haste they made
after her when she went. Most of the company left
me not till they saw me in bed, and much ado the
mistress of the house had to make them then go. I
observed, that those country people are of innocent,
good natures, believing nor knowing nothing but what
their priests will have them do.

This morning when we were all in company together,
we came by a place where they were mustering some
trained soldiers, and standing to see their discipline,
(which was but wonderful imperfect to ours in Eng-
land,) there was a musketeer that (as we conceived it)
purposely discharged his musket in the face of a gentle-
man in our company, named Mr. Young. He, amazed
with the clap, having his skin beaten off his face
in divers places, went to the Commander, and made
signs to him of his usage. The Commander very wor-
thily was much insensed at it, telling us all in general,
that if the man might be but named that did it, he
should suffer death before our faces. When we found
it was really intended, and no rhodomontado, we ad-
vised Mr. Young not to show the man, which a priest,
standing by, did solicit him, as earnestly as he could;
to conceal ; for he swore, that if he were revealed, it
was an impossible thing to save him. The priest,
seeing he would not discover the man, kissed his naked
hands a hundred times, and told him he would pray
to God earnestly to make him a good Christian. So
we parted thence with the general acclamation of the
common people.
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From the village where I lodged this night, called
El Vallo de Caion, the next morning I travelled towards
St. Andera, where I arrived before ten o’clock, and
found all my company in safety come the night afore.
At my first entrance into the town, I gave my servants
order to go to the house of that worthy Don that used
me so nobly but three days before. Thither they
went. At their first entrance, instead of courteous
salutations, he charged my men, as they loved their
lives, neither to enter themselves, nor bring any of
their things into their houses; for, without the King’s
special command, (which we had at our first landing,)
no man should lodge with them. Thus was all the
courteous usage and the free promises of taking it un-
kindly, if, at my return, I did not make his house my
lodging, forgot in less than three days! This man
proved not a stranger to us alone, but the Governor
and Mayor, and all the rest of the Dons in the town,
who put on strange looks and faces. So being desirous
to speak with the Governor or the Mayor, we could not
be admitted to either ; so that we were once resolved,
for our own security, to have gone and lain on ship-
board. Travel the town we did long, before we could
get lodging for our money fit for men to lie in. The
-want we might drive the ship to, by lying in her, and
eating her victuals, made us rather hazard all the in-
conveniences and danger that could happen to us on
the shore.

From the time we parted with our company till
Thursday following we heard not from them, and then
by accident, from a passenger that had met the se-
veral troops forty miles asunder, my Lord Vaughan
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being gone forwards through Burgos, and my Lord
Cary short of it twenty miles. Here let me give an
account how the Sabbath-day is employed here, a thing
we had more time to observe since our return than
before. Dress themselves they do in their holiday
clothes, but from six in the morning till noon do they
keep a market for all commodities in their chief street,
and the only great market in the week. Some few go

to mass, (of the better sort,) which is quickly done.’

In the afternoon, for aught I can perceive, they go not
to church at all ; but in some of the chief streets, one
of the Jesuits gets up upon a stall, and there preaches
to the people until most of them drop away, and often
is he left alone. His subject is for the most part of
the power of this or that saint, what he is able to do
for them, and if they contribute liberally at his shrine
to defray the charges of lights and other necessaries,
that then there is nothing they can pray for there,
but they shall obtain,—nay, redeem, by his help and
mediation, multitude of souls from purgatory. Thus
do they fleece the people whom they keep in ignorance,
and so in more obedience than any prince can do his
subjects. All the profit got this way they convert to
their own private benefit, living as plentifully and as
easy as any. Study, I believe, they do little, for I
find them continually walking the streets and prying
into every corner. This exercise being done, the peo-
ple fall to their recreation. All the men use, is to
walk a slow pace up and down the streets with their
cloaks and swords. 'The women, some dance, and the
music they have to it is their voices, and a thing like
the head of a drum, which they tabor upon with their
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round without any other variety. All si
such discord as quickly wearied all u
standers-by. Their women likewise do use
wllknownm England, the setting up of
throwing a bowl at them. This is only
women. A Saint’s-day is in far grea
than the Sabbath; for then is solemn
through the streets, with all their crosses -
singing all the way, going from one shrine
till they have visited all the little chapels
have a multltude,) resting and kneeling aﬁ:{ !
either standing in the street or hung out at
dow. Enquiring of them the reason why they &
so much observance of their Saints’-days, and
on the Sabbath, their answer was, that the
day came but once a year, and the Sunday once a
Upon Saturday, after our return back, abou
night, there came a messenger from Burgos
Lord Compton, to his brother-in-law, Mr.
a young gentleman that had returned with 1
ing him with all the speed he could to come to
Burgos, where he lay sick, willing him to acqua
that my Lord Vaughan and his company, wi
carriages, were stayed by a second message f
Prince, only my Lord Cary and his servants
by post, and that they were all resolved to
more from Court, before they would stir ,
conclusion of his letter was, that he feared we sho
be put every man to use his own means S T
_ 'beeausehe behewed tbeah;pthat bmu@iﬁ,
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news more troubled us than all the rest; whereupon
I wrote to Sir Francis Cottington a letter, the copy
whereof is as followeth :—

“Sir,—At Saint Andera, a village in the mountains,
(where the devil himself doth inhabit, if he dwell
on earth,) we met his Highness’s commands for our
return. How unpleasing a message this was in so
desolate a place, you may easily guess. But with-
out further dispute, for my own part, I resolved in
that, as I shall do in all things, punctually to obey,
and instantly did return to the place from whence I
came, resolving here to remain till I know his High-
ness’s further pleasure. "Divers are gone forwards to-
wards the court,—a thing, I confess, I durst not do,
since I saw my master’s hand to the contrary. If
they have good success, and we that stayed behind
suffer, we shall account ourselves most unfortunate,
for we think it penance enough to be confined to
this miserable place. But the worst is still behind.
From our friends from Burgos, we have notice given
us, that the ship that brought us must not waft
us back (where now we desire to be), but that we
shall be left to our own ways and means to return.
It's a miserable calamity we are fallen into, if it
be so, for I believe there be divers in this com-
pany that have not money to serve their turns a
week. The inhabitants of this town (that used us
so well at our first arrival) since our return look
upon us like enemies, and not friends; so that we
were once resolved (for our securities) to have lain a
shipboard. We are likewise here without any com-
mission to show why we came back, or why we
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continue here : so, wishing myself in England, ]
your hands this 19th of April, 8t. Vet.”
The next day following, being Sunday, about two
in the afternoon, near my lodging was there
upon a stall a Jesuit, who took for his text,
the true pastor, that lays down my life for my
He did preach in Latin, which drew divers o
hear him. He told us, they were our Savio
words. For division of his text he made n
the three points he insisted on, which he dre
of his text, were—Now Christ was gone, the
was the Shepherd that was ready to lay dc
life for his flock. The second was, the Pope
premacy. The third was, the Real Presence in
Sacrament. For the first point, he did not
insist upon, for he was confident none durst dmy
unless it were some heretics that were damn
their opinions. The second point, of the Pope’s bei
Head of the Church, he did insist more upon

late years held that a temporal prince could be
‘of the Church— that a woman could be hes
the Church ; naming Queen Elizabeth, and g
that opprobious language, as the daughter
and adultery, whose mother was begot by none
Satan, that it made our ears to glow to hear
wishing he had stood at Paul’'s Cross. Then s
judge brethren what a head here was!
upon my salvation if she were a head, she
“head of the Devil’s church in hell. What s
Saviour? He that hath God to his :
have the Church to his mother. Eéw
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that deny the Church to be their mother, have God
for their father? They will say, They are all chris-
tened, they receive the Sacrament, still. I say, these
things done out of the Mother Church are means for
their damnation.

“Henry the Eighth, King of England, until whose
time the subjects there were obedient children to
their Mother Church of Rome, having many famous
martyrs that suffered for the cause of religion, as
Thomas & Becket, and Sir Thomas More, and divers
others,—this King, I say, was the first who, (to satisfy
his own lust, and to bring his adulterous conceptions
to his own heart’s desire), did (forgetting God and re-
ligion) alter the course of their ever-held obedience
to the Church of Rome, by dissolving their abbeys,
and putting to death I know not how many hun-
dreds, for which act his soul lies chained in the bot-
tomless pit of hell in everlasting torments. This is
not all their heretical opinions. But the damnablest
and worst of all is, (which is my last point,) ¢this is
my body.” They dare have the impudence to deny
our Saviour’s own words, saying it is but a sign,
and not the body and blood itself. The broacher
of this impudent opinion was Martin Luther, a friar,
who, finding the Pope did not prefer him according
to the merits he believed to be in himself, left his
cloister, and raised up this and divers other se-
ditious and damnable opinions, for which fact he
now lies chained in hell with Judas. John Calvin,
Suares, and the Puritans in England, have been the
maintainers of these opinions, who, and their dis-
ciples, are and shall be damned. To prove that
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INTO SPAIN. 449

above his lodging window—not fed by any, nor has it
been observed to travel abroad to feed itself. These
little trifles amongst those superstitious people are #
very much observed. So that they conclude, this

match will be most fortunate for the kingdom.

Thus did we bestow six or seven days in viewing of
those things, that would have been done in a few
hours. Most of our company did nothing else but
play at cards; for, to say truth, there was nothing to
be done else. How wearisome a life this was to those
that had lived continually at liberty, you may easily
guess.

Within few days after (upon what ground I know
not), there came a peremptory command (not to be
disputed), that presently every man should prepare
himself for England, and that within very few days,
the Prince resolving to send back half his bedchamber,
with the rest of the company, giving them liberty
either to go by land through France, or by sea in the
King’s ship called “The Adventure:” my Lord Cary
and my Lord Vaughan fo be their leaders in their
return, as they were in coming. This news perplexed
much of the company, so that two days’ time did
hardly settle their resolutions, whether by sea or land.
The Lord Vaughan and Sir John North went through
France, and the Lord Cary and myself, and divers else,
resolved for the sea, being in number near fifty. Three
or four of the gentlemen of the privy-chamber sue to
i have leave to stay some few days longer, promising
then to go post through France, which the Prince
yielded to, with much difficulty, at the Marquis’s im-
portunity : a thing I refused to join with them in,
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INTO SPAIN. 455

before, in those parts, a bear had killed a man. He
being found part of him eaten, they watched the next
evening with pieces, till the bear came to feed on the
same carcass, and then shot and killed it, and hung it
up upon the highway, where a number of our company
saw it. This way we travelled along, and (God direct-
ing us) arrived about eleven o’clock in a dark night at
Segovia, where we found a muleteer at the town’s end
expecting us. Ibeing alighted a little before to stretch
my legs, bade my footman get up, and go along with
them to the inn, and leave the mule there, and come
and meet me ; for, being entered into the town, I be-
lieved it had been hard by. I had not walked far, but
all the company were lost, and I left alone, expecting
the return of my footman ; but there was I an hour
at least, and heard nothing from him. Nor could I
get any to direct me wither to go. So that I was now
in a worse distress than in the woods at the beginning
of the night. At last, by mere accident, another man
of mine, that was lost in the woods, comes riding by,
and finds me in this place. Glad were we to meet one
another, and there waited half an hour more, and
then came my footman, who led us after above a mile
through that blind town to our lodging, being then
about twelve at night, some of our company being still
behind ; but ere we supped, they all arrived in safety,
to our much contentment : and so to rest we went till
next morning.

This city we came purposely to see, being recom-
mended to us for the only thing worth view, next to
the Escurial. A great large town it is, but much
ruinous. Walled about, having a great castle kept in
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