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NARRATIVE OF HENRY BIBB. 71

But the understanding between us was, I was not
- to be tied, chained, nor flogged ; for if they should
ks take me into the city handcuffed and guarded by
five men the question might be asked what crime I
had committed ? And if it should be known that I
“had been a runaway to Canada, it would lessen the
value of me at least one hundred dollaas.
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NARRATIVE OF HENRY BIBB. 167

exercise all the powers of my mind. I would have
got myself boxed up as freight, and have been for-
warded to St. Louis, but I had no friend that I
could trust to do it forme. This plan has since been
adopted by some with success. But finally I thought
I might possibly pass myself off as a body servant
to the passengers going from the hotel down.

So I went to a store and bought myself a large
trunk, and took it to the hotel. Soon, a boat came
in which was bound to St. Louis, and the passen-
gers started down to get on board. I took up my
large trunk, and started along after them as if I was
their servant. My heart trembled in view of the
dangerous experiment which I was then about to
try. It required all the moral courage thatI was
master of to bear me up in view of my critical con-
dition. The white people that I was following
walked on board and I after them. I acted as if
the trunk was full of clothes, but I had not a stitch
of clothes in it. The passengers went up into the
cabin and I followed them with the trunk. I sup-

pose this made the captain think that I was their
slave. ;

I not only took the trunk in the cabin but stood
by it until after the boat had started as if it belong-
ed to my owners, and I was taking care of it for
them ; but as soon as the boat got fairly under
way, I knew that some account would have to be
given of me; so I then took my trunk down on the
deck among the deck passengers to prepare myself
to meet the clerk of the boat, when he should come

~ to colléct fare from the deck passengers,

*_t ol e
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NARRATIVE OF HENRY BIBB. 171

of small change, as if it had been given me for boot
blacking ; and almost every one that came in after
their boots, would throw some small trifle into
my contribution box, while I was there blacking
away. In this way, I made more than my landlord
paid me, and I soon got a good stock of cash again.
One morning I blacked a gentleman’s boots who
came in during the night by a steamboat. After
he had put on his boots, I was called into the bar-
room to button his straps; and while I was per-
forming this service, not thinking to see anybody
that knew me, I happened to look up at the man’s
face and who should it be but one of the very gam-
blers who had recently sold me. Idropped his foot
and bolted from the room as if I had been struck by
an electric shock. The man happened not to recog-
nize me, but this strange conduct on my part excited
the landlord, who followed me out to see what was
the matter. He found me with my hand to my
breast, groaning at a great rate. He asked me what
was the matter; but I was not able to inform him
correctly, but said that I felt very bad indeed. He
of course thought I was sick with the colic and ran
in the house and got some hot stuff for me, with
spice, ginger, &c. But I never got able to go into
the bar-room until long after breakfast time, when I
knew this man was gone ; then I got well.

And yet I have no idea that the man would have

hurt a hair of my head ; but my first thought was

that he was after me. I then made up my mind to
leave Portsmouth; its location being right on the
border of a slave State. ;
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